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Celebrations were held for 
Independence Day across Lewis 
County and nearby areas over 

the weekend, with each com-
munity adding its own flavor to 
the holiday with festivals, flea 
markets, fishing competitions, 
parades and more.

In the late morning on Sat-

urday, parades were held in 
Oakville and Mossyrock fol-
lowed by a rodeo in Oakville 
and Mossyrock’s annual Free-
dom Festival, which hosted 
vendors, a pie-eating contest, 

wiener dog races and more.
The latter half of the Free-

dom Festival parade was com-
posed mostly of political floats. 
The Mossyrock Area Action 
League, which plans the Blue-
berry Festival each year, created 
the Independence Day weekend 
festival in 2021.

Starting on Saturday eve-
ning from downtown Pack-
wood, the annual fireworks 
show lasted over a half hour, 
dazzling the sky in the East 
Lewis County town for resi-
dents and tourists to enjoy free-
ly.

The Packwood show first 
began many years ago as a fam-
ily affair put on by Fire Chief 
Lonnie Goble, who also owns 
the Packwood Chevron. Even-
tually, the celebration expanded 
to include the entire town. It 
is now run by Goble’s family 
across the street from the fire 
station through an all-volun-
teer, donated effort.

On Saturday evening, cars 
lined U.S. Highway 12 to watch 
the show as RVs and semi-
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Trial Set 
in Lewis 
County 
Rape Case 
Involving 
Rapper 
‘Lil Mosey’

CHARGES:  Judge Hears 
Pretrial Motions in Lewis 
County Superior Court 
on Friday
By Emily Fitzgerald 

emily@chronline.com 

Seattle rapper Lil Mosey, 
legally named Lathan Moses 
Echols, is scheduled to face 
trial alongside Joshua Darrow 
and Francisco Prater later this 
month for the alleged second-
degree rape of a woman at a 
party in Randle in January 2020. 

Echols, 20, and Prater, 19, 
are accused of having sex with a 
woman “while she was incapable 

of consent by 
reason of being 
physically help-
less or mentally 
incapacitated,” 
according to 
court docu-
ments. Darrow, 
20, is accused 
of restraining 
the alleged vic-
tim during the 

incident. 
The three codefendants were 

each charged with one count 
of second-degree rape in April 
2021. All are out of custody on 
unsecured bail. 

Echols appeared virtually in 
Lewis County Superior Court 
on Friday for hearings on three 
pretrial motions made by his 
attorney, Shane O’Rourke. The 
motions included a request to 

“sever” Echols’ case from the oth-
er codefendants' cases, a request 
to exclude evidence related to 
an attempted shoplifting Echols 
was involved in and a request 

please see CASE, page Main 10

Lathan Moses Echols
facing trial

Lewis County Celebrates Fourth 
of July With Fireworks and More

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Jacob Pannell and Amy Bender record a fireworks display in Packwood as their bicycles are illuminated Saturday night.

Fireworks explode over onlookers outside the Packwood Community Hall on Saturday.

please see FOURTH, page Main 4
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After the Mineral Lake Lions 
Den Campground was given a 
major facelift by volunteers ahead 
of the fishing season’s opening 
day with the town’s annual fish-
ing derby, members of the Min-
eral Lions Club were excited to 
begin hosting events for children 
of locals and campers alike.

On Saturday, the camp-
ground was host for an inaugu-
ral “Freedom and Fishing” event 
for families, which included 
fishing, games, live music by the 
lake and a front row seat to the 

town’s annual fireworks show.
Beginning at 9 a.m., dozens 

of children flocked to the lawn 
at the campground for a fishing 
contest from a large tub filled 
with over 600 rainbow trout 
from an Aberdeen hatchery. 
Kids who caught a fish earned 
the prize of a fishing pole. Some 
fish were specially tagged and 
kids who reeled them in earned 
a tackle box to take home.

Over 75 fishing poles were 
given away before noon, yet kids 
were still fishing well into the 
afternoon. After a catch, volun-
teers were around to clean and 

cook the fish.
“You hear the kids catch one 

and go, ‘I got it, I got one!’ That's 
so cool to hear. And they've nev-
er fished before, some of them 
have never fished before and 
now get their own pole,” said 
camp manager Tina Moore.

Volunteers at the camp kept 
track of where everyone came 
from throughout the day and 
noted that one family was visit-
ing all the way from Colorado. 
Many others came from Ta-
coma, Graham and other parts 
of Washington, and others still 
were from right there in Mineral.

Moore said the Lions Club 
members were excited to in-
crease opportunities for safe and 
fun activities in town.

The same motivation came 
from a partnering club, the Min-
eral Community Club, which 
was holding a hot dog cookout 
and games for kids throughout 
the event. Led by new-in-town 
pastor Jeffery Robertson, the 
nonprofit has been helping out 
with community events the last 
two months, tagging along with 
the established clubs to get ac-
climated to the scene. Including 
a Saint Patrick’s Day event and 

the fishing derby in April, this 
was the club’s third event.

“This has been a great event 
and especially since it's bringing 
the community together, I mean 
it can't go wrong, right?” Robert-
son said on Saturday.

In the evening, Shore Lane 
band performed next to the lake 
ahead of the fireworks show at dusk. 
The Lions Den Campground will 
continue hosting music through-
out the summer. To keep up with 
events, follow @minerallakelions-
den on Facebook. Reservations for 
campsites can be made at https://
minerallakelions.com/.

Photos by Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Kids use poles to fish for rainbow trout in a tank from the Aberdeen Hatchery at the Lions Den Campground in Mineral on Saturday.

Mineral Lake Lions Den Holds ‘Freedom and Fishing’ Event

Shane and Lauren Welter smile while playing cornhole at the Lions Den Campground before performing music together as 
“Shore Lane” Saturday in Mineral.

A hook is removed from a rainbow trout at Mineral Lake on Saturday.

Boaters bask in the sun as visitors fish at Mineral Lake on Saturday

Lucy Whittall and Bennett Marcille smile after catching a rainbow Trout Saturday 
in Mineral.

Malik Culver eats a hot dog during an event held Saturday at the Lions Den Camp-
ground in Mineral.
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Kipton Weber, 8, smiles after wiping the pie and whipped cream from his face as he is declared the winner of Mossyrock Freedom Festival's pie eating contest for kids ages 9 and under.

Independence Celebrated at Mossyrock Freedom Festival 

Attendees dressed in Revolutionary War garb unwrap candy during the Mossyrock Freedom Festival parade Saturday.

Vendors and visitors fill Klickitat Prairie Park for the Mossyrock Freedom Festival on Saturday.

Sheriff Rob Snaza receives a high five during the Mossyrock Freedom Festival Saturday afternoon.

An emcee for the Mossyrock Freedom Festival smiles while sporting boots and a 
cowboy hat Saturday.

Lewis County sheriff candidate Tracy Murphy smiles while walking in the Mossyr-
ock Freedom Festival parade on Saturday.

A dog sports a bow and Wonder Woman costume during the Mossyrock Free-
dom Festival parade on Saturday.

 Hay bales mark parking during the Mossyrock Freedom Festival parade Saturday 
morning.
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trucks drove by with horns 
honking. Shortly before the 
show, a trumpet player stood in 
the field beside the fire station to 
play the Star-Spangled Banner.

Mineral Lake was also the 
backdrop for a Saturday night 

show, which is put on from a 
barge on the lake each year, or-
ganized by community volun-
teers.

The Big Bottom Blast fire-
works show in Randle came the 
following night and a flea mar-
ket was held in Randle from Fri-
day through Monday.

Sunday also brought the 
beginning of Centralia’s Sum-

merfest, with events being held 
at the Southwest Washington 
Fairgrounds throughout the day 
ahead of Monday’s Fourth of 
July parade.

In Pe Ell, a parade on Mon-
day ran through the town before 
a fireworks display was held at 
dusk. Check out Thursday’s edi-
tion of The Chronicle for more 
on Sum

Fourth
Continued from the front page

Fireworks explode and illuminate the sky Saturday over Packwood.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Fireworks explode in a field across from the Packwood Community Hall Saturday evening.

Lonnie Goble, friends, family and volunteers pose for a photo outside the Packwood Fire Department before a firework show 
Saturday evening.

Visitors gather at dusk to watch a firework show put on by Lonnie Goble, the Packwood Fire Department and community 
donations.

Fireworks explode over trees in Packwood Saturday night.

An elk crosses U.S. Highway 12 in Packwood as visitors prepare to watch a fire-
works display Saturday evening.

Wires connect fireworks to charges ready for a show Saturday evening in Pack-
wood.NEWELL-HOERLING’S

MORTUARY
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CENTRALIA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Malicious Mischief  

• Graffiti was reported on a 
building and a utility box in the 
2000 block of Cooks Hill Road at 
8:50 p.m. on July 1. 

• Damage to property inside a 
residence in the 100 block of South 
Railroad Avenue was reported just 
after 5:35 p.m. on July 1. 

Assault 
• A Centralia man was ar-

rested in the 1300 block of Bel-
mont Avenue just after 12:40 a.m. 
on July 1 and was booked into 
the Lewis County Jail for first-
degree assault, domestic violence, 
after he allegedly assaulted a sig-
nificant other and caused her to 
lose a tooth. 

• A Centralia man was arrest-
ed in the 1000 block of Wood-
land Avenue just after 9:40 p.m. 
on July 1 and was booked into 
the Lewis County Jail for alleged 
fourth-degree assault, domestic 
violence. 

• A Centralia man was ar-
rested in the 400 block of Down-
ing Road at 1:05 p.m. on July 2 
and was booked into the Lewis 
County Jail for alleged fourth-
degree assault, domestic violence. 

Theft 
• A Dodge pickup was report-

ed stolen from the 2200 block of 
Ninth Street just before 4 p.m. 
on July 1. A package was report-
ed stolen off the front porch of 
a residence in the 1200 block of 
West Main Street at 5:35 p.m. on 

July 1. 
• Fishing equipment was re-

ported stolen from a shed in the 
2400 block of Leisure Lane at 
about 10:45 a.m. July 2. 

• Unattended cash was re-
portedly stolen from an ATM in 
the 500 block of South Tower Av-
enue, according to a report just 
after noon on July 2. The case is 
under investigation. 

• A catalytic converter was 
reported stolen at about 2:30 a.m. 
July 3 in the 900 block of South 
Silver Street.

Warrant, Possession of Meth
• Jason A. Green, 33, Randle, 

was arrested for an outstanding 
felony warrant at about 9 p.m. 
July 2 in the 1400 block of John-
son Road. Green allegedly was in 

possession of methamphetamine 
when he was arrested. 

Vehicle Accident 
• Injuries were reported fol-

lowing a two-vehicle collision 
in the 600 block of South Pearl 
Street just before 2:40 p.m. on 
July 1. 

DUI Arrests 
• Gary W. Worthey, 62, Che-

halis, was arrested for allegedly 
driving under the inlfuence at 
about 4:30 p.m. July 2 in the 1600 
block of Harrison Avenue. 

•  Daniel R. Griffin, 36, of 
Ridgefield, was arrested for alleg-
edly driving under the influence 
at about 11:30 p.m. July 2 at the 
intersection of South Gold Street 
and Hickory Street. 

Sirens

Death Notices
• RUTH E. HALLAM, 90, Kelso, died 

June 30 at her residence. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Cat-
termole Funeral Home.

• MARILYN J. BOYSE, 82, Orting, 
died June 30 at St. Joseph Medical 
Center. Arrangements are under 
the care of Cattermole Funeral 
Home.

• MARY A. JERRELS, 74, died on 
June 29 at Arbor Health Mortonl 
Hospital. Arrangements are under 
the care of Cattermole Funeral 
Home.

• ALMA A. MOHRLE, 89, Onalaska, 
died 30 at Olympics West Assisted 
Living in Tumwater. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Cat-
termole Funeral Home.

News in Brief
Pierce County Woman 
Who Conned Friends 
and Associates Out of 
$600,000 Pleads Guilty 
to Wire Fraud
By The News Tribune 

For six years, Sabrina Tay-
lor talked people into giving her 
money: for her college tuition, 
for her multiple sclerosis meds, 
for her brother's bail. She would 
pay it back, she said. She had 
money coming in.

She lied. She wasn't pay-
ing tuition at the University of 
Washington. She didn't have MS, 
or a brother in jail. The $600,000 
she bilked from friends and peo-
ple she met online paid for air-
line tickets, clothes, and makeup.

Taylor, a 40-year-old Tacoma 
resident, pleaded guilty Friday to 
one count of wire fraud in U.S. 
District Court in Seattle, accord-
ing to a press release from the 
U.S. Attorney's Office.

From 2013 to 2019, Taylor 
borrowed money from acquain-
tances and people in online fo-
rums, federal prosecutors found. 
She admitted stealing $550,000 
from a single victim. She falsely 
promised she could repay the 
stolen money with her paychecks, 
with money from a pending legal 
settlement, with money from her 
parents.

Prosecutors recommended 
no more than 27 months in 
prison for Taylor. Chief U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Ricardo Martinez, 
not bound by the recommenda-
tion, could impose up to 20 years. 
Taylor's sentencing hearing is 
scheduled for Oct. 7.

Pierce County Sheriff 
Must Post $100K Bail 
After Judge Finds He 
Contacted Newspaper 
Carrier
By The News Tribune

Pierce County Sheriff Ed 
Troyer must post $100,000 bail 
after violating a court order bar-
ring contact with a newspaper 
carrier following their high-pro-
file confrontation last year, a Kit-
sap County judge ruled Friday.

District Court Judge Jeffrey 
Jahns, who is presiding over the 
criminal case against Troyer in 
Pierce County, ruled Friday that 
the sheriff has made contact with 
Sedrick Altheimer in the time 
since their initial early-morning 
encounter in Troyer's neighbor-
hood in Tacoma.

The January 2021 altercation 
resulted in Troyer being charged 
by the Washington State Attor-
ney General's Office with two 
misdemeanors: False reporting 
and making a false or mislead-
ing statement to a public servant. 
Troyer has pleaded not guilty.

As a condition of Troyer's re-
lease on his own recognizance 

after those charges were filed, he 
was to keep away from Altheimer. 
Now to avoid being detained, 
Troyer must post bail. His at-
torney, John Sheeran, said that 
he would immediately. Criminal 
defendants who use a bonding 
company generally are required 
to put up 10 percent of the bail 
amount, which in Troyer's case 
would be $10,000.

Altheimer, who said he has 
since quit his job because he did 
not feel safe, claimed that he had 
repeatedly been under surveil-
lance by Troyer, as recently as 
April 27. He claimed that Troyer 
had made eye contact while pass-
ing his car, followed his vehicle 
and flashed his high beams at 
him.

Troyer has denied having any 
contact with Altheimer except 
for a chance encounter outside 
Troyer's father's house earlier this 
year, in which Troyer claimed 
not to immediately recognize Al-
theimer.

Jahns said Friday he did not 
believe Troyer's account of run-
ning into Altheimer by hap-
penstance to be reasonable nor 
truthful.

"The matter really comes 
down to the credibility of wit-
nesses," Jahns said.

The change in Troyer's con-
dition of release, which includes 
abiding by an anti-harassment 
order successfully sought by 
Altheimer, is an effort to force 
Troyer to follow orders by the 
court, as Jahns questioned 
whether the court could trust the 
embattled sheriff.

Senior assistant attorney gen-
eral John Hillman said that the 
court needed to send a message 
to Troyer that "intimidation of 
witnesses pending trial is not go-
ing to be tolerated by the court."

Sheeran said the bail condi-
tion was simply tantamount to a 
punishment or tax.

Troyer narrowly avoiding be-
ing placed into custody at the end 
of the nearly three-hour hearing 
Friday, after Jahns initially or-
dered him to be detained until 
he posted bail. Sheeran, who said 
Troyer was ready to post bail im-
mediately, argued that detaining 
Troyer would be nothing more 
than an act to humiliate him and 
force him to do a "perp walk."

Jahns relented.
Last month, a Pierce County 

judge granted Altheimer's anti-
harassment protection order and 
ruled that Troyer must stay 1,000 
feet away from Altheimer for a 
year, adding to the no-contact 
order that had already been in 
place.

Altheimer was delivering 
newspapers at roughly 2 a.m. in 
January 2021 when Troyer be-
gan to follow him in his personal 
SUV, believing that Altheimer, 
24 at the time, was behaving 
suspiciously. When Altheimer 
noticed the SUV, he asked Troy-
er, who he did not recognize, 
whether he was following him 
because he is Black, according to 
the probable cause statement.

After Troyer allegedly pep-
pered Altheimer with questions 
about what he was doing, and 
accused him of being a thief, Al-
theimer attempted to leave but 
he said that Troyer continued to 
follow him, police records show.

Troyer ultimately called 911, 
claiming that his life had been 
threatened, which prompted 
a massive law enforcement re-
sponse, according to records. 
Troyer later recanted that Al-
theimer had threatened him, 
charging papers show, but he has 
since disputed that he changed 
his story and chalked it up to a 
misunderstanding.

Troyer has said he believed he 
did not act inappropriately and 
he has rebuffed calls for his res-
ignation.

Altheimer filed a $5 million 
federal lawsuit against the coun-
ty in October, alleging emotional 
distress from the "racial profil-
ing, false arrest and unnecessary 
use of excessive force of this man 
whose only crime was 'being a 
black man in a white neighbor-
hood.'"

Man Who Died While 
Riding Jet Ski on 
Thurston County Lake 
Has Been Identified
By The Olympian

A man who is believed to have 
suffered a medical emergency 
while riding a jet ski on Long 
Lake Saturday afternoon has been 
identified, according to the Thur-
ston County Coroner’s Office.

About 4:50 p.m., Lacey Fire 
District 3 and the Thurston 
County Sheriff ’s Office were dis-
patched to a boat launch off Car-
penter Road Southeast.

After suffering the medical 
event, John Shirrell, 63, fell off 
the jet ski and called out for help, 
said Lt. Jason Roberts of Lacey 
Fire District 3. Some people 
nearby pulled him out of the wa-
ter, then an off-duty firefighter 
began life-saving measures to re-
suscitate the man.

He ultimately died at the 
scene, Roberts said.

The man’s examination is set 
for Tuesday to determine wheth-
er the man’s death was the result 
of natural causes or an accident, 
Coroner Gary Warnock said 
Sunday.

Inslee Makes COVID 
Vaccines a Permanent 
Requirement for Many 
State Employees
By The Center Square

Washington state Gov. Jay 
Inslee has issued a directive 
making COVID-19 vaccines a 
permanent condition of employ-
ment for state workers in execu-
tive and small cabinet agencies, 
including boosters.

The new vaccination stan-

dards for state employees are, ac-
cording to the directive, meant 
to head off any possibility of go-
ing back to more severe actions 
implemented during the height 
of the pandemic, including stay-
at-home orders and the closure 
of schools and businesses.

“Widespread vaccination is 
also the primary means we have 
as a state to protect our health 
care system and to avoid the re-
turn of stringent public health 
measures,” the directive states.

All new state employees are 
required to be vaccinated with 
the most up-to-date vaccines, in-
cluding any additional doses or 
boosters as recommended by the 
federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Current exempt state employ-
ees – executive or professional 
workers paid a salary rather than 
by the hour – are required to be 
fully vaccinated as of July 1, 2023.

The directive calls for the 
State Human Resources Division 
of the Office of Financial Man-
agement to take steps necessary 
to continue the requirement that 
state employees not represented 
by a union be fully vaccinated, 
including that they have the 
most up-to-date vaccinations by 
July 1, 2023.

OFM is also “to engage with 
labor organizations regarding 
the proposal to require repre-
sented employees to continue 
the requirement to be fully vac-
cinated; and to engage with labor 
organizations for the 2023-2025 
collective bargaining cycle re-
garding the proposal to require 
represented employees to be vac-
cinated with the most up-to-date 
vaccination as recommended by 
the CDC.”

Elizabeth Hovde, director of 
the Center for Health Care and 
Center for Worker Rights at the 
free market Washington Policy 
Center, indicated she didn’t un-
derstand where Inslee is coming 
from with this new directive.

“COVID-19 is serious, but it is 
no longer a public-health crisis,” 
she told The Center Square in an 
email. “It has become like other 
viruses that we have to deal with 
in a reasonable and voluntary 
way. This is not reasonable or ap-
propriate. And it doesn’t serve 
the public or the state workforce.”
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As the nation’s bicentennial 
celebration approached in 1976, 
members of the Salzer Valley 
Homemakers decided to reopen 
the historic one-room school so 
local fourth graders could see 
how their counterparts learned 
at the turn of the century.

To that end, Carol (Mat-
teson) Ponder, 
at the time 32, 
interviewed 
one of the val-
ley’s old-timers, 
Ella Lammers 
Lewis. One side 
of a cassette 
records the 
voices of the 
interview; the 
other contains 
music. Ponder drew a sketch of 
the old school and she and Lewis 
put together a one-page history 
that they gave to students who 
visited on field trips.

They pulled out the wood 
and metal desks stored on a 
little stage behind a curtain so 
the students would have a place 
to sit. On their field trips, bus 
drivers stopped on the road 
and fourth graders from Wash-
ington, Edison and Oakview 
schools in Centralia crossed 
Salzer Creek on a new wooden 
bridge (dedicated in 1973) to 
reach the school. One member 
of the homemakers volunteered 
as the teacher, while two others 
walked from desk to desk with 
paper, an ink bottle and straight 
pins, letting students write their 
names as if they were using a 
quill and ink.

“We did it for three years,” re-
called Ponder, who celebrates her 
89th birthday next week. “But 
we were so tired. We had those 
big gas and oil lanterns we had 
to hook high up in the ceiling.”

Teachers brought students 
to the Salzer Valley school for 
field trips until 1996, when the 
Lewis County Retired Teachers 
Association finished its replica of 
a one-room school at Fort Borst 
Park.

The Salzer Valley Homemak-
ers, who entered jams, jellies 
and baked goods every year in 
the Southwest Washington Fair, 
was known as the Salzer Valley 
Home Demonstration Club in 
November 1935, when Lewis 
co-hosted a potluck luncheon 
for the Hanaford Helping Hand 
Club. 

For the bicentennial, Ponder 
drew pictures depicting local 
people and places — logging, 
farming, coal mining, the Fort 
Borst blockhouse, Salzer Valley 
schoolhouse, Salzer homestead, 
Borst home, Twin Cities trol-
ley and Chehalis Indian basket 
weaving — that club members 
sewed into squares for the bicen-
tennial quilt. 

When she arrived for the in-
terview with Lewis, Ponder said, 
the elderly woman’s home was 
quite messy. 

“She had to clear off a chair 
for me to sit,” Ponder recalled, 
adding that she often quipped 
she took housekeeping lessons 
from Ella Lewis.

As she asked questions, Pon-
der said, her gaze drifted outside 
to a little white lamb sleeping 
just outside the door. 

Ella Lammers was born 
in Nebraska in February 1897 
and was only 4 when her fam-
ily settled in Salzer Valley east 
of Centralia. Her parents, im-
migrants from Denmark, were 
John Christopher and Anna 
Mary (Sorenson) Lammers. The 
family rented the old Joseph and 
Anna Salzer homestead after 

Grandma Anna Salzer, a widow, 
moved in with her son, Jacob.

“Dad said that was the 
only place that had a place big 
enough to drive a team in and 
turn around,” Lewis said during 
the 1976 interview. “We brought 
12 head of cows and four horses, 
pigs and chickens, and adults, 
household goods.”

Ella, who had an older sis-
ter, Etta, and a younger sister, 
Emma, attended the one-room 
Salzer Valley School, which was 
erected in 1894 across from the 
Salzer family homestead on 
land donated by brothers Got-
tlob and Dan Salzer. It had no 
electricity or running water but 
had a woodstove for heat and 
outhouses in the back behind a 
woodshed.

Her teacher was Mary 
Victorine “Rena” (Hickling) 
Coonness, the daughter-in-law 
of Centralia founder George 
Washington. In July 1890, she 
had married Stacy Coonness, 
the son of George’s wife Mary 
Jane Washington and her first 
husband, Stacey Coonness, and 
six years later, she gave birth to a 
daughter, Audrey.

At the time, according to 
Ponder and Lewis, she was one 
of 17 Black teachers in the Unit-
ed States. The Coonnesses lived 
in a house at the corner of Main 
Street and Harrison Avenue and 
later moved into a larger home 
on South Silver Street. 

Every Monday, Stacy Coon-
ness, who owned a wagon pulled 
by a team of draft horses, would 
drop off his wife at the Salzer 
Valley School on his way to haul 
coal from the mines on Proffitt 
Road. He took the coal to town 
and sold it.

“They generally made two 
trips a day,” Lewis said. “But he 
would bring her early Monday 
morning and then he’d pick her 
up at four o’clock at night Friday 
night.”

Coonness taught all eight 
grades at Salzer Valley School 
from 1902 to 1909. Lewis re-
called the crowded conditions 
with as many as 60 students 

from grades one through eight 
packed into the building. Older 
students sat two to a metal seat, 
Lewis said, “and three of us little 
kids sat in those seats.”

The school didn’t have slates 
but rather blackboards — boards 
between three windows painted 
black with a little eraser holder 
at the bottom — where some 
students diagrammed sentences 
while others worked arithmetic 
problems and still others wrote 
at their desks or did recitations. 
Both sides of the door also were 
painted black.

While Coonness taught 60 
Salzer Valley students in eight 
grades, Lewis said, “Now it’s ter-
rible if they (teachers) have 30 — 
and all in the same subject.” 

Those were not easy years, 
especially the last one.

In 1909, when Ella was 12, 
her baby sister died of an illness. 

Emma Leona Lammers, born 
in 1899, died in 1909 at the age 
of 9 years, 8 months, and 14 days. 
On March 31, 1909, The Centra-
lia News-Examiner published 
a tribute to the young girl who 
had moved to the Salzer Valley 
in 1904, describing her as “an af-
fectionate and dutiful daughter, 
the pet and pride of the home.” It 
described her as “studious and 
obedient at school, ranking high 
in her class,” with a sweet, quiet 
and modest manner. 

“Her last illness was the 
first severe illness she had ever 
known, and through all her 
suffering she was patient and 
docile, winning praises from 
her nurses and physicians for 
her brave spirit,” the newspaper 
stated. “She has been frequently 
called ‘the angel child’ by those 
who realized how truly her an-
gelic expression mirrored a pure, 
sweet and lovely soul.”

Three years later, the Lam-
mers buried their older daughter, 
Etta G. Lammers, at the age of 
22. Their parents outlived two of 
their three girls by many years. 
Ella’s father died in 1950 and her 
mother in 1955. They were bur-
ied in the Pioneer Cemetery near 
their daughters.

Perhaps it was her sister’s ill-
ness that prompted Ella to train 
as a licensed practical nurse after 
graduating from Centralia High 
School in 1915. She worked at a 
nursing home and at Centralia 
General Hospital for eight years.

Because of crowded condi-
tions at Salzer Valley, residents 
built a more modern school in 
1910, although like its predeces-
sor, it had no electricity and 
students still used outhouses. 
The original building served as 
a home for the teacher and her 
family.

Three years later, Salzer 
Valley joined with Bear Creek 
to form the Salzer Valley Con-
solidated District No. 213, but 
Centralia started folding smaller 
schools into a larger district in 
the 1930s and 1940s. By 1944, 
buses carried all Salzer Valley 
students to schools in town.

The Salzer Valley Com-
munity Club purchased the old 
school property and, in 1963, 
moved the old one-room school 
building closer to adjoin the 
newer building, where it served 
as a kitchen and meeting room. 
The now-dilapidated building 
was used for weddings, recep-
tions, community meetings, 
homecoming picnics, Christmas 
gatherings and other events.

Unfortunately, Rena and 
Stacy Coonness suffered tragedy 

in 1918 when their talented, mu-
sical daughter Audrey, a pianist 
at the Christian Church, fell 
ill with pneumonia and then 
tuberculosis and died May 18, 
1918. She was only 21. Two years 
later, Rena Coonness died at the 
age of 48 after a long illness. Her 
husband, Stacy, lived until April 
1944, when he died at 83. They 
are buried at Washington Lawn 
Cemetery.

Ella married Chressler Calvin 
“Chris” Lewis, who from 1913 
until 1930 ran an auctioneering 
business with his father. He later 
quit to farm. They had one son, 
Archie C. Lewis, who moved to 
New York where he and his wife, 
Anne, had six children. One of 
them, Mrs. Patricia Lindeman, 
later lived in Centralia. 

Ponder said her sister, Myrna, 
grew close to Ella and her hus-
band, Chris, when she lived in 
their old home at the end of Re-
inke Road. She described Lewis 
as “quite the character” and not-
ed that after her husband died in 
December 1961 at the age of 73, 
Ella traveled alone to Africa for 
a safari.

“We always served potluck, 
I remember, and she always 
brought some store-bought 
cookies,” Ponder said.

Lewis raised beef cattle and 
belonged to the Salzer Valley 
Community Club, Oakview 
Grange, and Chehalis Women 
of the Moose. Her son, Archie, 
died in 1971 at the age of 47. 

At the end of the interview, 
Ponder gazed again at the little 
white lamb.

“When I got ready to leave, I 
said, ‘Boy, that little lamb has 
sure been sleeping a lot,’” Ponder 
recalled. “And she said, ‘Oh, he’s 
not sleeping. He’s dead.’”

Eight years later, on Dec. 20, 
1980, Ella died at the age of 83. 
She had six grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren. She and 
Chris Lewis are buried at Moun-
tain View Cemetery.

•••
Julie McDonald, a personal histo-

rian from Toledo, may be reached at 
chaptersoflife1999@gmail.com. 

Interview Provides Glimpses of Early Salzer Valley

Carol Ponder is pictured near the former one-room Salzer Valley schoolhouse. 

‘‘When I got ready 
to leave, I said, ‘Boy, 
that little lamb has 
sure been sleeping 

a lot.’ And she 
said, ‘Oh, he’s not 

sleeping. He’s dead.’’’ 

Carol Ponder
recalling interview with Ella                 
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By Isabel Vander Stoep  

isabel@chronline.com

Readers of The Chronicle 
may remember the front page 
story from May 24 titled “River 
Diary No. 1: Up a River With 
Only a Paddle,” which was part 
of the paper’s Headwaters to 
Harbor series, where journalists 
paddled the Chehalis River and 
published stories along the way.

In it, I detail the harrowing 
experience of tipping an over-
stuffed kayak before losing the 
vessel and all the gear inside 
to the swift river, leaving me 
stranded in the middle of rap-
ids between Pe Ell and Rainbow 
Falls. 

Including my pride, plenty 
was lost in that misadventure — 
my glasses, camera gear, clothes, 
sleeping bags, medicine and 
clothes. The same fate befell the 
kayak of Chronicle photographer 
Jared Wenzelburger.

The next morning, CT Pub-
lishing VP Franklin Taylor and 
Chronicle Editor-in-Chief Eric 
Schwartz walked along the Che-
halis River searching for the 
boats, to no avail. The team re-
signed itself to the idea that all 
was lost and likely never to be 
found.

That’s until June 12, when 
I received a Facebook message 
from a woman named Heather 
MacForrest with a photo of my 
gear, soaked through with river 
water and the caption, “Did you 
want your stuff back?”

About a week later, Wenzel-
burger and I were sitting in the 
MacForrests’ home listening to 
the story of the missing kayak. 
Gryphon MacForrest, Heather’s 
husband, was the one who found 
the lost plastic boat while he and 
a friend paddled from above 
Rainbow Falls to near the South 
Fork Chehalis confluence with 
the main stem.

MacForrest has a backyard 
full of kayaks and canoes. He’s 

been a paddler since child-
hood, learning the ins and outs 
of whitewater from a program. 
Some kids from that program, 
he said, ended up turning raft-
ing into their careers. He’s trav-
eled all over the United States to 
buy canoes made from a special 
lightweight plastic that is no lon-
ger manufactured. He even has 
one canoe made of kevlar.

Though he lives along the 
Black River in Rochester, Mac-
Forrest and a friend have fa-
miliarized themselves with the 
Chehalis as it suits the type of 
paddling they enjoy.

“We like the easy whitewater. 
We like it to move and we like it 
to bounce. But we don't like to be 
so scared you can't spit,” he said.

Comparing notes from our 
two journeys from Pe Ell to 
Rainbow Falls — on the Pe Ell 
River Run and again on May 21 

— it was clear MacForrest knew 
the Upper Chehalis like the back 
of his hand. He has names for 
each of the rapids sections and 
islands he comes across, and apt-
ly describes the basalt rock for-
mations as “a bunch of Rubik’s 
cubes stuffed into a popcorn 
ball.”

One day, he and John came 
across a blue-green kayak. It had 
some holes, but was still partially 
afloat. Inside, there was a bag 
filled with water and presumably 
gear.

“We said, ‘OK, let's take the 
bag and maybe there's some-
thing in it. Maybe there's some-

thing identifying, whatever we 
can contact. If not, then we got 
a good bag here. We don't have 
a splash bag and so we could 
salvage the bag at least.’ So we 
dumped all the water out of the 
boat and sort of thought, ‘Well 
it’d be really cool to watch it go 
over Rainbow (Falls). Let’s do 
that,’” MacForrest said. “So, this 
is my way of apologizing for get-
ting rid of your boat.”

As he and his paddling part-
ner brought the kayak down the 
river, they found a group of kids 
playing around and ended up 
giving the kayak to them. 

“They were having a fine ad-
venturous day,” he said.

Besides the boat, all was 
returned to me, including my 
glasses, and even cash that I for-

got was in the bag. 
But more valuable than the 

items, the MacForrests taught 
us more about paddling and the 
Chehalis River and showed us 
kindness. When we arrived to 
pick up the stuff, all my river-
soaked clothing and even the 
sleeping bags had been laun-
dered. In exchange, Wenzelburg-
er made sure to give Gryphon 
that dry bag he was eyeing.

We hope to get back on the 
river with them sometime. 

If anyone sees another kayak 
somewhere around Doty, email 
us at isabel@chronline.com and 
jared@chronline.com.

You can still read all our 
Headwater to Harbor coverage at 
www.chronline.com/Chehalis-
River. 

By Lee First 

For The Chronicle

Luna Leopold, a leading U.S. 
geomorphologist and hydrolo-
gist, said this of rivers: “We must 
let the river teach us. Not just a 
few of us. Let the river teach all 
of us.”

Like many readers, I was im-
pressed by The Chronicle’s recent 
series of articles about the Che-
halis River. I hope the articles 
inspire basin residents to learn 
more about this special river.

In over 50 years of paddling 
kayaks and canoes on streams, 
rivers, bays and oceans, it is riv-
ers I have learned most from. 
Rivers transport more than wa-
ter. They move sediment, wood 
and more. 

They constantly transform 
the landscape, sometimes to 
an almost unfathomable ex-
tent, and especially after floods. 
For this reason, safe paddling a 
small craft on rivers requires an 
awareness of the hazards and a 
willingness to learn about rivers 
and how to stay safe on river ad-
ventures. 

Here are some descriptions of 
several stretches of the Chehalis 
River along with some safety tips 
to get you started.

Chehalis River Offers a Paddling 
Experience for Everyone

Some rivers are safe at most 
flows, and others are not. For ex-
ample, the Chehalis. I’ve found 
that you want at least 700 cubic 
feet per second (CFS) on the sec-
tion between Pe Ell and Rain-
bow Falls. If the flow is less, and 
you’re not paying serious atten-
tion, it’s easy to hit rocks and 
capsize. 

Above Pe Ell, the Chehalis has 
sections of class three and four 
whitewater rapids. These should 
be navigated only by very skilled 
boaters. From Pe Ell to the South 
Fork confluence, there are some 
class two rapids. These usually 
have wide, clear channels which 
are evident without scouting. 
Occasional maneuvering may be 
required, but rocks and medium-
sized waves are easily avoided by 
trained paddlers. Swimmers are 
seldom injured and group assis-
tance, while helpful, is seldom 
needed.

From Porter to Grays Harbor, 
the river is tidally influenced. On 
a day with a large tide difference, 
(up to a 14-inch difference), I’ve 
paddled upstream from Aber-
deen to Elma on the incoming 
tide. That’s the fun part of pad-
dling tidal rivers. On the other 
hand, if there’s a strong ebb tide, 
and a strong upstream wind 
(which is usually the case in the 
afternoon), the opposing forces 
of flow and wind can be treach-
erous. 

A few words about season and 
temperature: I paddle all year. I 
love winter paddling. In winter, 
or in cold water or weather, dress 
for immersion. A waterproof 
breathable drysuit is the gar-
ment of choice for most paddling 
enthusiasts in the Pacific North-
west, where rivers run cold vir-
tually all year. Neoprene works 
well as an insulator, even when 
wet, but most wetsuits don’t offer 
the same level of comfort or safe-
ty as a drysuit. You never know 
when you might need immersion 
clothing, so it’s an excellent idea 
to wear it from the start. If you 
get too warm, go for a swim.

A Word About Wood
Large wood, sometimes 

called “sweepers” or “strainers,” 
in rivers can be deadly. These are 
the large trees that have recently 

fallen or been transported by 
high flows. Strong currents can 
take you directly into a sweeper, 
which can easily trap and drown 
a paddler.

Keep your eyes peeled for 
wood hazards if you are paddling 
after a flood, when trees can fall 
into the river and logjams can 
shift and move. If you’re about to 
enter a blind river curve, get out 
and scout it. Use that long rope 
to “line” your boat around the 
bend instead of heading into a 
blind curve.

If the river has recently flood-
ed, try to get a wood report from 
someone who has already pad-
dled after the flood. The more 
access and knowledge we have 
about the river, the more likely 
we will act to protect it. Be safe 
and have fun. Let the river teach 
you.

River Safety Tips 
Make sure you have the right 

gear and know how to use it.
Be prepared for your boat to 

capsize or swamp (fill with wa-
ter) by having the proper gear 
and knowing how to use it. To 
prevent losing a canoe or kayak, 
the craft should have flotation to 
displace water, which can be as 
simple as a large piece of securely 
lashed styrofoam. 

It’s essential to have a life 

jacket, a spare paddle, and if your 
boat is not self-bailing, a hand 
pump or something to bail water 
out after capsizing or swamp-
ing. A throw bag, or a strong 
rope at least 50-feet in length is 
the Swiss army knife of boating 
gear. You can use it to tie off your 
boat to shore, pull it to shore if 
it capsizes or help pull a person 
to shore in a rescue situation. If 
not using a throw bag, stow your 
rope in a stuff sack of some kind. 
Loose ropes can be entanglement 
hazards, wrapping around arms, 
legs, necks, etc.

Before setting out, check the 
flow using the system of USGS 
gauges, or other methods. Look 
for the NOAA forecast for the 
gauge nearest the stretch of river 
you want to run. The Chehalis 
has gauges at Pe Ell, Adna, Grand 
Mound and Porter, among other 
places. Pay attention to the trend. 
Use extra caution if the river is 
already high and/or rising. High 
flows mean fast current, fewer 
rest spots (eddies) and more like-
ly you will confront wood in the 
river. 

Practice and Be Prepared Before 
You Get Out on the Water

I’ve had my share of capsizing 
small craft by accident, and also 
on purpose. Capsize your boat 
in safe water, like a nice warm 

lake, to practice rescue tech-
niques. Consider taking a two-
day “swiftwater” rescue course. 
Swiftwater training was devel-
oped for firefighters and other 
first responders, but anyone can 
take the course.

Always tell someone where 
you’re going and when you ex-
pect to be home. Measure the 
distance of the section you’re 
planning to paddle. Carry a map. 
Have a person on land that you 
can call if you get into trouble. 
Keep your phone or other sig-
naling device in a high-quality 
waterproof bag. Always carry 
at least one extra set of clothing 
(wool is best), and extra food and 
water. 

Always Wear Your Life Jacket and 
Know What’s Right Downstream

My friends all tease me be-
cause the first thing I do when I 
prepare to launch is tighten up 
my life vest. I learned the impor-
tance of that when I got thrown 
out of a kayak on a huge rapid 
in the Grand Canyon. My vest 
was loose. After being seriously 
tumbled by an enormous wave, 
the vest slipped up making it dif-
ficult to breathe. I usually leave 
my vest on all day, and don’t take 
it off until I’m about to get back 
into the car. Besides, vests are 
warm.

You should never be look-
ing away very long from what 
is downstream. Obviously, that 
helps you stay on your line, but 
more importantly it will prevent 
you from getting surprised by an 
obstacle. Rocks of course pose 
obstacles, but wood, particularly 
downed trees and log jams, are 
the greatest hazards on a river.

•••
Lee First is the Twin Harbors Wa-

terkeeper. Twin Harbors Waterkeep-
er, a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation, is 
a leader in the effort to prevent pol-
lution in the Chehalis River, Grays 
Harbor and Willapa Bay watersheds. 
Its mission is to protect and improve 
water quality and marine and fresh-
water habitats. Twin Harbors Water-
keeper works to address environmen-
tal health disparities that are driven 
by historic and current pollution and 
systemic inequities that disadvan-
tage communities of color and lower 
income populations in the Chehalis 
River, Grays Harbor Estuary and 
Willapa Bay Watersheds.

Paddlers Recover Kayak Lost During Headwaters to Harbor Series

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com 

Chronicle reporter Isabel Vander Stoep speaks with Heather and Gryphon MacForrest after they returned the contents of a lost kayak. Some of the items recovered from 
the kayak on the Chehalis River are pictured on the table next to them.

How to Stay Safe While Paddling the Chehalis River and Beyond

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com 

Lee First, Twin Harbors Waterkeeper, paddles during a trip on the Black and Chehalis rivers with a pair of Chronicle journalists 
in May.
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By Isabel Vander Stoep

 isabel@chronline.com

Farm life is full of highs and 
lows: births, deaths, earnings, 
loss, fruits and labor.

Petra Lewin, of Centralia, 
has toiled away on her Prather 
Road farm since 1972.

Her biggest high to date 
came this last March, when a 
racehorse she bred, Blazingbel-
lablu, was honored in Emerald 
Downs with the distinction of 

“Horse of the Year” by the Wash-
ington Thoroughbred Breed-
ers and Owners Association for 
2021.

“We’re 
very proud of 
her. She won 
$152,000-plus 
last year and 
was voted 
3-year-old filly 
of the year and 
overall 3-year-
old. … The last 
time a 3-year-
old filly won 

was in 2000,” Lewin said. “And 
now our horse won; a 3-year-old 
filly won a championship. And 
she grew up here on Michigan 
Hill in Centralia, which is really 
the most odd thing.”

For Lewin and Blazingbel-
lablu’s trainer, Charlie Essex, of 
Auburn, the title is no small feat.

Lewin has been breeding 
horses for decades and said the 
honor was the highlight of her 
career. Thoroughbred horse re-
cords are kept throughout the 
year, and Blazingbellablu’s 2021 
Horse of the Year title means she 
was the biggest earner in the state 
for race horses. Earnings from 
those wins are split between the 
trainer, breeder and jockey.

The horse will now advance 
to a national competition for the 
title. Lewin said she wouldn’t 
win, but she’s amazed they even 
got this far.

“It validates that hard work 
and persistence does pay off, 

getting her to where she is. She’s 
a very sweet horse,” Lewin said. 

“Hard work does pay off.”
Lewin was raised in Salt 

Lake City and attended the Uni-
versity of Utah before winding 
up in Centralia on 20 acres with 
a run-down barn and house that 
she rebuilt for decades. 

She credits her partner, Rob-
ert Brown, for being supportive 

in all her efforts as a farmer and 
local realtor.

Another passion of Lewin’s is 
three-day eventing with horses. 
Eventing is, as Lewin put it, like 
an Olympic triathlon for horses. 

The first day, horses and rid-
ers perform dressage to display 
obedience. The second day, the 
horse’s endurance is tested. The 
final day is a combination of 

both elements. 
Lewin said eventing was 

originally created to test whether 
a horse was ready for war. In the 
U.S. Eventing Association’s area 
seven, encompassing Washing-
ton, Oregon, Montana, Idaho 
and Alaska, Lewin was once the 
three-day eventing champion.

“I’m a working person,” 
Lewin said. 

Centralia Breeder’s Thoroughbred Earns ‘Horse of the Year’ Distinction

Blazingbellablu, seen here in a photograph provided by Petra Lewin, of Centralia, last March earned the honor of  “Horse of the Year” by the Washington Thoroughbred 
Breeders and Owners Association for 2021.

Petra Lewin
owner of horse

Blazingbellablu was honored in Em-
erald Downs with the distinction of 

“Horse of the Year” by the Washington 
Thoroughbred Breeders and Owners 
Association for 2021.

Thurston County Home 
Was for Sale, so Thief 
Pretended to Be a Real 
Estate Agent, Police Say
By The Olympian 

A man thought to be in his 
50s was arrested on suspicion 
of multiple crimes last month, 
including criminal imperson-
ation, after he posed as a real es-
tate agent to burglarize a Lacey 
home that was for sale, accord-
ing to police.

About 3:45 p.m. on June 23, 
Lacey police were dispatched to 
an area auto parts store after the 
victim reported that more than 
$1,000 in equipment had been 
purchased with a stolen credit 
card.

Police later learned that the 
man in his 50s, plus an unidenti-
fied woman thought to be in her 
60s, showed up at a Lacey home 
earlier in the day pretending to 
be real estate agents, Sgt. Shan-
non Barnes said.

The house, which is for sale, 
is in the area of Marvin Road 
Southeast and Pacific Avenue 
Southeast, she said.

The nanny answered the door 
and the man and woman ex-
plained they needed to measure 
the house. Multiple people had 
already looked at the house for 
sale, so she let them in, Barnes 
said. He then proceeded to steal 
things from the house and left.

The credit card was used 
again at a gas station on Martin 
Way, so police tracked the sus-
pect there and were able to iden-
tify him based on a description.

He was initially detained at 
the gas station but then west-
bound on Martin Way where he 
was eventually taken into cus-
tody by police, Barnes said.

In addition to criminal 
impersonation, the man was 
booked on suspicion of residen-
tial burglary, forgery, obstruct-
ing a law enforcement officer 
and an outstanding warrant, she 
said.

News in Brief

799
lb

899
ea

Rotisserie Rotisserie 

ChickenChicken

199
ea

599
lb849

ea

Calypso Calypso 
Lemonade Lemonade 
16 oz16 oz

Bud or Bud LightBud or Bud Light
Beer Beer 
30/12 oz30/12 oz

749
ea

2599
ea

Sweet & Sour Sweet & Sour 

MeatballsMeatballs
Creamy Smoky Penne Creamy Smoky Penne 

Pasta SaladPasta Salad
Combo Combo 

6 Inch Hoagie 6 Inch Hoagie 
2 ct2 ct

505 S. Tower Ave.,  Centralia  Open  Da i l y  6  am -  10  pm |  360 -736 -9328  
108 S. Montesano St. ,  Westport Open  Da i l y  6  am –  9  pm |  360 -268 -7687

4410 Pacif i c  Way, Seaview Open  Da i l y  6  am –  10  pm |  360 -642 -3737

PRICES EFFECTIVE 
July 6 – 12, 2022

 Visit  our website 
WWW.GOSNK.COM

199
lb

Green BeansGreen Beans

259
ea

Whole or Sliced Whole or Sliced 

Mushrooms Mushrooms 
8 oz8 oz

169
lb

Bone In Chicken Bone In Chicken 

ThighsThighs
Value PackValue Pack

999
lb

Boneless Beef Boneless Beef 

New York Steak New York Steak 
Value PackValue Pack

Fruit & Yogurt Fruit & Yogurt 

Parfait CupsParfait Cups

399
ea

Garlic BreadGarlic Bread

299
ea

749
ea

Muffin Loaves Muffin Loaves 
2 ct2 ct

• • •  Fresh From the Bakery!  • • •• • •  Fresh From the Bakery!  • • •

NW Dark NW Dark 

CherriesCherries

599
lb

Apothic Apothic 
Wine Wine 
750 ml Sel Var 750 ml Sel Var 

COUPON • COUPON • COUPON COUPON • COUPON • COUPON

EarthboundEarthbound  

Salad Blends Salad Blends 
Organic 5 ozOrganic 5 oz

PLU 7554 • Valid thru 7-12-22
Limit 2 • 1 Coupon Per Family

Best YetBest Yet
MayonnaiseMayonnaise

PLU 7553 • Valid thru 7-12-22
Limit 2 • 1 Coupon Per Family

329
ea369

ea

Coming soon!

Inflation buster 
Inventory

Daily's CocktailsDaily's Cocktails
RTD Pouches RTD Pouches 
10 oz10 oz

179
ea

• • •  Deli  De als • • •• • •  Deli  De als • • •

1599
ea

Sunnyvalley Sunnyvalley 
Bacon Bacon 
Thick Sliced 3 lbThick Sliced 3 lb
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ADJUSTING:  Railroad 
Hopes to Resume 
Passenger Operations 
as Early as October 
By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

A scoundrel has taken the 
controls of Chehalis-Centralia 
Railroad and Museum’s 1920s 
dining car and, with no outside 
help on the way, it’s up to the 
passengers to use their puzzle-
solving skills to help stop the 
runaway train. 

Sure, the train isn’t moving. 
There’s not really an unsavory 
figure running rampant in the 
engine car. But the Chehalis-
Centralia Railroad and Museum 
(CCRM) is trusting passengers 
will use their imaginations to fully 
bring Shankz 3D Blacklight Min-
iature Golf owner Guy Steele’s es-
cape room concept to life. 

“We hope our loyal passengers 
will find the fun in this event,” 
said CCRM President Mary Kay 
Nelson. 

They seem to like the idea, 
as CCRM has sold many tickets 
for its upcoming “Escape Room 
Dinner Train, On the Train — At 
the Depot” events within a few 
days of the announcement, Nel-
son said. 

“I’ve got people inquiring 
about birthday parties and want-
ing to buy tickets for the Polar 
Express already, and I can’t sell 
those tickets, obviously, yet. But 
people are inquiring so I’m glad 
to have something to offer them. 
This is a response to the folks to 
let them know that we’re not go-
ing out of business,” Nelson said. 

CCRM shut down all reve-
nue-generating passenger rail 
operations in early March after it 
lost its liability insurance cover-
age. 

With a mile and a half of 
track still unusable due to flood 
damage sustained in January, 
CCRM is waiting until track re-
pairs are complete to reapply for 
insurance that would allow it to 
resume revenue-generating pas-
senger rail service, according to 
Nelson. 

CCRM did obtain premises-
liability insurance in early April, 
which allowed railroad workers 
to return to the site and allows 
CCRM to hold fundraising events 
at and around the depot, so long 
as the trains aren’t moving. 

“We started doing some 
brainstorming and at the same 
time they gave us permission to 
do that, we had been getting re-
quests for especially the Murder 
Mystery Dinner Train, it was 
just so popular,” Nelson said. 

Due to COVID-19, CCRM 
has had difficulty finding actors 
who were willing to take part 
in the highly-interactive, close-
quarters performance, Nelson 
said. 

Someone soon had the idea 
to reach out to Guy Steele, who 
runs an escape room at his busi-
ness, Shankz, inside Yard Birds 
in Chehalis. 

“We approached him and 
said, ‘Hey, would you be able to 
take your program off site?’ And 
he goes, ‘Well, that would be re-
ally unique, I’d love to do it. But 
we’re gonna have to really create 
something new and different,’” 
Nelson recalled. 

Passengers on the escape 
room trains will stay at their 
respective tables and solve puz-
zles there rather than moving 
around the car, Nelson said. 

Tables of four passengers will 
each be given an assigned suit-
case where they will find a key 
or clue to help get the engineer 
regain control of the train. 

Dates for the escape room 
trains are July 16 and 30, Aug. 27, 
Sept. 10 and Oct. 8, with one 2 
p.m. train and one 5 p.m. train 
each day. Seating is limited to 52 
passengers on each train. 

Tickets are $40 each for the 
2 p.m. slot, which doesn’t in-
clude dinner, and $65 for the 
5 p.m. slot, which includes a 
three-course dinner. Passengers 
choose their entrée of Italian 
lasagna or chicken fettuccine 
alfredo when they reserve their 
seats online at steamtrainride.
com. 

Following the escape room 

events, CCRM is planning a 
Wizard Express for Oct. 1-2, and 
the Pumpkin Train for Oct. 15-
16 and 22-23. 

If the track repairs are com-
pleted and the insurance cover-
age issue is resolved by the holi-
day season, CCRM plans to offer 
the Polar Express as usual, Nel-
son said. 

While the damage to the 
track is “quite phenomenal,” Nel-
son said “it’s not taking as long to 
do the repair work as it is to get 
funding from the federal govern-
ment that we’re relying on for the 
repair work.” 

CCRM has completed ap-
plications for state and federal 
funding for the track repairs 
and is just waiting to receive the 
funding, Nelson said. 

“We aren’t starting (repairs) 
till we know that we have money 

in hand to do it with, but all in-
dications are that we’ll have that 
within a month or so,” she said. 

CCRM’s goal is to have every-

thing in place to resume passen-
ger operations in October.  

In the meantime, CCRM is 
taking advantage of the time off 

to renovate some of the coaches 
and provide some extra training 
for the crew. 

“The property is getting kind 
of a makeover to make sure that 
all of our risks are reduced,” Nel-
son said. 

“We’re taking advantage of 
the opportunity. It was kind of 
forced upon us, but we’re re-
sponding in a way that I think 
makes perfect sense.”

Regardless of how long it 
takes to get back to full opera-
tions, Nelson wants to assure the 
community that CCRM is here 
to stay. 

“The community loves the 
train. The response has been ter-
rific. Nobody wants to see it go 
away. So you know, it’s kind of 
up to us. No matter how long it 
takes. We’re going to keep work-
ing at it,” she said. 

CCRM is looking for vol-
unteers and is accepting com-
munity donations to help with 
management costs. Visit https://
steamtrainride.com for more in-
formation. 

Chehalis-Centralia Railroad and Museum Launches 
Stationary ‘Escape Room Dinner Train’ at the Depot 

The Chehalis-Centralia Railroad depot is pictured in this photograph provided by the organization. 

Passengers are pictured inside a rail car in this photograph provided by the Che-
halis-Centralia Railroad and Museum.

‘‘Nobody wants to 
see it go away. So 

you know, it’s kind of 
up to us. No matter 
how long it takes. 

We’re going to keep   
working at it.’’ 

Mary Kay Nelson
CCRM president
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Hidden Valley Hidden Valley 
Ranch Dressing Ranch Dressing 
16 oz Sel Var16 oz Sel Var

Kraft Kraft 
Macaroni & Cheese Macaroni & Cheese 
5 pk5 pk

Quaker Quaker 
Rice Crisps Rice Crisps 
3.03-3.52 oz Sel Var3.03-3.52 oz Sel Var

Quaker Quaker 
Oats Oats 
18 oz Sel Var18 oz Sel Var

Ragu Ragu 
Pasta Sauce Pasta Sauce 
16-24 oz Sel Var16-24 oz Sel Var

McCormick McCormick 
Grill Mates Seasoning Grill Mates Seasoning 
.77-3.4 oz Sel Var.77-3.4 oz Sel Var

Fleishmann’s Fleishmann’s 
Yeast Yeast 
3 ct 3 ct 

Best Yet Best Yet 
Tomatoes Tomatoes 
28-29 oz28-29 oz

Mt Olive Mt Olive 
Pickles Pickles 
16-24 oz16-24 oz

V-8 V-8 
Splash Drinks Splash Drinks 
64 oz64 oz

229999
eaea

Black Black 
Plums Plums 

WA Fuji WA Fuji 
ApplesApples

Raspberries, Blueberries or Blackberries Raspberries, Blueberries or Blackberries 
6 oz6 oz

Russet Russet 
Potatoes Potatoes 
5 lb5 lb

Walla Walla Walla Walla 
Sweet Onions Sweet Onions 
5 lb5 lb

Boneless Beef Boneless Beef 
Eye of Round Steaks Eye of Round Steaks 
Value PackValue Pack

Bone In Pork Bone In Pork 
Country Style Ribs Country Style Ribs 
Value PackValue Pack

Whole Body Whole Body 
Fryer ChickensFryer Chickens

Whole in the Bag Whole in the Bag 
Baby Back RibsBaby Back Ribs

Johnsonville Johnsonville 
Sausage Patties & Links Sausage Patties & Links 
12 oz12 oz

Ball Park Ball Park 
Meat Franks Meat Franks 
Meat & Bun Size 15 ozMeat & Bun Size 15 oz

449999
lblb 559999
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eaea229999
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337979
eaea
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Bullseye Bullseye 
BBQ Sauce BBQ Sauce 
18 oz Sel Var18 oz Sel Var

2/2/55

La Croix La Croix 
Sparkling Water Sparkling Water 
8/12 Sel Var8/12 Sel Var

25259999
eaea

Assorted Canned Assorted Canned 
VegetablesVegetables
14.5-15 oz14.5-15 oz

225959
eaea660000

eaea

Dean’s Dean’s 
Dips Dips 
16 oz Sel Var16 oz Sel Var

Tillamook Tillamook 
Cheese Loaf Cheese Loaf 
2 lb Sel Var2 lb Sel Var

Post Post 
Honey Bunches  Honey Bunches  
of Oats Cereal of Oats Cereal 
12 oz Sel Var12 oz Sel Var

Hand Spa Hand Spa 
Hand Sanitizer Hand Sanitizer 
1 oz1 oz

332929
eaea 229999

eaea

Dawn Dawn 
Dish Soap Dish Soap 
16.2-19.4 oz16.2-19.4 oz

338989
eaea

Gorilla Gorilla 
Glue Glue 
.11-.53 oz Sel Var.11-.53 oz Sel Var

N95 N95 
Protective Masks Protective Masks 
1 ct1 ct

Gogurt Gogurt 
Yogurt Yogurt 
32 oz Sel Var32 oz Sel Var

Sara Lee Sara Lee 
Cheesecake Cheesecake 
16-17 oz Sel Var16-17 oz Sel Var

Exceptional Value Exceptional Value 
Paper Plates Paper Plates 
100 ct100 ct

Hot & Cold Hot & Cold 
Therapy WrapTherapy Wrap

Fiora Fiora 
Bath Tissue Bath Tissue 
12 ct Sel Var12 ct Sel Var

Brillo Brillo 
Scrub Max Scrub Max 
2 ct2 ct

Crav'n Crav'n 
Flavor Novelties Flavor Novelties 
15-42 oz Sel Var15-42 oz Sel Var

Jolly Jelly Jolly Jelly 
Jug Jug 
38 ct38 ct

Las Palmas Las Palmas 
Enchilada Sauce Enchilada Sauce 
28 oz Sel Var28 oz Sel Var

Lipton Lipton 
Recipe SecretsRecipe Secrets

2/2/33

2/2/11

2/2/33 2/2/77

2/2/33

3/3/99

Frito Lay Frito Lay 
Fritos & CheetosFritos & Cheetos    
6.5-8 oz6.5-8 oz

999999
eaea

Visit our website WWW.GOSNK.COM Prices Effective  July 6 - 12, 2022

CURBSIDE PICK-UP
DAILY - REGULAR HOURS

 WESTPORT CALL OR TEXT: 360-660-5771 EMAIL: WESTPORTCURBSIDE@GOSNK.COM

 CENTRALIA 
CALL OR TEXT: 360-660-5351 

EMAIL: FULLERSCURBSIDE@GOSNK.COM

SEAVIEW
CALL OR TEXT: 360-669-9136 

EMAIL: SIDSCURBSIDE@GOSNK.COM

Polar IcePolar Ice
SeltzersSeltzers
12/12 oz12/12 oz

Keystone LightKeystone Light
Beer Beer 
15/12 oz15/12 oz

White Claw, Truly, or San JuanWhite Claw, Truly, or San Juan
Hard SeltzersHard Seltzers
12/12 oz12/12 oz

18189999
eaea 16169999

eaea

Pepsi Pepsi 
ProductsProducts

12/12 oz12/12 oz 12/12 oz12/12 oz

2/2/442 L2 L

Coke Coke 
ProductsProducts

2/2/55 2/2/99

ea + taxesea + taxes1717999910108989
ea + taxesea + taxes

Black BoxBlack Box
Wine Wine 
3 L3 L

Rich & RareRich & Rare
WhiskeyWhiskey
1.75 L1.75 L

Platinum Platinum 
7x Vodka7x Vodka
750 ml750 ml

Snapple Snapple 
Ice Tea Ice Tea 
32 oz32 oz

2 L2 L

Coors or Coors LightCoors or Coors Light
Beer Beer 
30/12 oz30/12 oz

4/4/55 4/4/55

4/4/5510/10/11

12 ct12 ct
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to admit “prior and contempo-
raneous acts of the victim” into 
evidence. 

Judge James Lawler denied 
O’Rourke’s motion to separate 
the three codefendants’ cases, 
meaning all three will have a 
joint trial as planned. 

Lawler granted O’Rourke’s 
request to exclude the attempted 
shoplifting case, in which Echols 
and Prater allegedly tried to 
steal a pair of socks from White 

Pass Lodge the day of the alleged 
rape in Randle, from evidence. 
Deputy Prosecutor Paul Masi-
ello had argued the case was rel-
evant, even though Echols and 
Prater were never charged for 
the theft, as it was a “dishonest 
act that affects (Echols’) cred-
ibility, but Lawler ruled that the 
incident wasn’t relevant to the 
case at hand. 

Regarding O’Rourke’s re-
quest to admit “prior and con-
temporaneous acts of the victim,” 
specifically the victim’s behavior 
during the party where the al-
leged rape occurred, Lawler is-

sued a more nuanced decision. 
The victim reportedly told 

police that she had gone to a 
party in Randle to see Echols on 
Jan. 6, 2020, and had consumed 
alcohol. Echols then reportedly 
got into a car with the victim 
and her friend, at which point 
the victim and Echols both 
agreed they had consensual sex, 
according to the defense and 
prosecuting attorneys. The vic-
tim stated she blacked out soon 
after and later awoke to Echols 
and Prater assaulting her inside 
the Randle residence. 

Because the victim’s under-

wear has been entered into evi-
dence, O’Rourke asked the court 
to allow him to use details re-
lated to the consensual sex that 
took place in the car as a defense 
for why analysis of the under-
wear revealed Echols’ DNA. 

Lawler granted O’Rourke’s 
request to admit those specific 
details relating to the evidence 
on the underwear.

While O’Rourke mentioned 
admitting details on what he 
called the victim’s “flirtatious” 
behavior at the party and said 
he needed to “argue that she’s 
lying about the whole situation,” 

Lawler ruled that details unre-
lated to the underwear would 
not be admissible.  

“It’s appropriate to allow the 
defense to get into detail related 
to sexual intercourse in the vehi-
cle … but I don’t see that it needs 
to go beyond those kinds of de-
tails,” Lawler said. 

Evidence related to the vic-
tim’s consumption of drugs or 
alcohol will be allowed as that is 
related to her ability to consent, 
Lawler said. 

A trial confirmation hearing 
is scheduled for July 14 in prepa-
ration for a June 18 trial. 

Case
Continued from the front page

CHILD CARE:  Pacific 
Northwest Learning 
Center Supported 
by $900,000 State 
Commerce Grant 
By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

The founders of the new Pa-
cific Northwest Early Learning 
Center came together under less 
than ideal circumstances in Sep-
tember 2021, but with a dream 
to provide community-focused 
child care and a $900,000 state 
Department of Commerce grant 
under their belt, they are on 
track to open their new child-
care facility on Sept. 1, 2022. 

“The Pacific Northwest Early 
Learning Center is a child care 
center that is based on Christian 
values, but we are community 
involved. And that's our main 
focus, is our families and the 
community,” said Jessica King, 
a member of the board of direc-
tors for the Pacific Northwest 
Early Learning Center. 

“And when we say the com-
munity, it engulfs educating 
staff and parents about chil-
dren's needs, and where they're 
going with that, and then hav-
ing the strong ties to work with 
other community resources like 
Headstart, ECAP (and) the Cen-
tralia School District on out-
reach and intertwining so that 
when our kids transition into 
those different stages of their 
development, that they are sup-
ported on both sides,” King said.

King strives to form the kind 
of close parent/educator rela-
tionships she formed with Early 
Learning Center Director Bailey 
Williams back when Williams 
was the parent and King was the 
director of Cooks Hill Commu-
nity Child Care Center.  

“When you're in charge of 
caring for another one's family, 
you build this bond of, ‘You're 
entrusting me with your child.’ 
And we're going to help that 
family in any way, shape or form. 
So even if that's, you know, (be-

ing) an emotional resource or 
being able to come in and talk 
about what's going on with your 
child or your day to day basis, 
that was my job as a director,” 
said King, adding, “That's kind 
of what we want with our par-
ents is that we're here for them. 
We're just not there as a business, 
but we purposely care for their 
family.” 

Williams approached King 
with the idea for the Pacific 
Northwest Early Learning Cen-
ter after King was let go from her 
position at Cooks Hill in Sep-
tember 2021. 

King’s forced departure 
caused some parents, including 
Williams, to pull their children 
from Cooks Hill and caused 
some staff to walk out in protest. 

One of those staff members 
was now-former Cooks Hill as-

sistant director Jhallyn Molina, 
who ended up joining King and 
Williams in their venture to cre-
ate the Pacific Northwest Early 
Learning Center. 

“We then went on this ven-
ture of trying to find a building 
that would be able to sustain 
growth over a long term,” King 
said. 

They set their sights on Dell’s 
Children Center, located at 1212 
North Pearl St. in Centralia. 

“That was the building that 
we were going toward because 
we already had a relationship 
with the owner and communi-
cated with her,” King said. 

They submitted an applica-
tion for a Early Learning Fa-
cilities (ELF) Capital Facilities 
Competitive grant in November 
and were awarded $900,000 in 
April. 

King and Williams credit 
support from state Rep. Peter 
Abbarno, R-Centralia, on the 
Senate floor as one of the rea-
sons why they were awarded the 
grant. 

“He is a phone call away for 
us and has always been kind of 
a great cheerleader on our end,” 
King said. 

The grant will cover the cost 
of purchasing Dell’s Children 
Center from its current owner, a 
deal that is scheduled to close on 
Aug. 31. 

The Pacific Northwest Early 
Learning Center is scheduled to 
open for the 2022-2023 school 
year the next day, on Sept. 1. 

“We’re going to be hitting the 
ground running,” Williams said. 

Also opening Sept. 1 is the 
center’s nursery house, which 
will provide care for kids as 

young as 6 months. 
“Which is great because 

there’s not a whole lot of nurs-
ery care providers,” King said. 

“That’s a huge need that we know. 
And parents get really frustrated, 
not all on finding care, but qual-
ity care. And so that was that 
was our number one priority 
was getting that nursery back up 
and running.” 

Most of the Early Learning 
Center’s spots have been filled, 
but the facility is accepting kids 
on a waiting list.

“We had great feedback and 
parents that are ready to have 
their kids start the center,” King 
said. 

For more information or 
to place a child on the waiting 
list, visit https://www.pnwear-
lylearningcenter.org/. 

New Christian Values-Based Early Learning 
Center to Open in Centralia This September

Jessica King, left, and Bailey Williams of the Pacific Northwest Early Learning Center are pictured in downtown Centralia.

News in Brief
Rochester Man Taken to 
Harborview After Crash 
That Closed U.S. 12 for 
Four Hours
By The Chronicle staff

A 60-year-old Rochester man 
was transported to Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle Satur-
day after a crash on U.S. High-
way 12 in Grand Mound that 
closed the roadway for four and 
a half hours, according to the 
Washington State Patrol. 

Kenneth M. Pekola was 
traveling southbound on Pecan 
Street in a 2016 Chevrolet Cor-
vette at about 3:15 p.m. when he 
entered U.S. Highway 12 and 
collided with 2006 Ford F-150 
driven by Curtis E. Dahl, 46, of 
Vancouver. Debris from the col-
lision struck a 2003 Volkswagen 
Jetta driven by Owen A. Stid-
ham, 19, Rochester. 

Pekola was taken to Harbor-
view while the other two drivers 
were medically cleared at the 
scene or not injured. 

The state patrol determined 
the cause of the crash to be fail-
ing to yield. 

All drivers involved were 
wearing seat belts and drugs or 
alcohol were not factors in the 

crash, according to the state pa-
trol. 

Republican State 
Senator Calls for Special 
Session to Suspend 
Sales Tax
By The Chronicle staff

In a statement released this 
week, state Sen. Mark Schoesler, 
R-Ritzville, called on Gov. Jay 
Inslee to call a special session of 
the Legislature to pass a sales tax 
suspension. 

“If Governor Inslee and 
Democratic leaders in Congress 
like Speaker Pelosi and Senator 
Schumer think a gas-tax holi-
day is a bad idea, let’s focus on 
suspending the state sales tax for 
Washingtonians,” Schoesler said. 

“It’s a fast and simple solution to 
help consumers in our state who 
are battling record inflation, 
and it would address what many 
people call a regressive tax. If 
the governor likes gas prices as 
high as they are, let’s offer tax re-
lief in a different way. And let’s 
do it soon.”

According to Schoesler, who 
serves on the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee, a sales-tax 
suspension would be especial-

ly beneficial for places along 
Washington’s border with other 
states, including Spokane, Pull-
man and Vancouver, whose 
residents cross the border where 
they don’t have to pay sales tax.

Schoesler would like to see 
the sales tax reduced by one per-
centage point, preferably perma-
nently, but at least until inflation 
declines. 

He pointed to projections by 
the state’s Economic and Rev-
enue Forecast Council, whose 
director, Dr. Steve Lerch, said 
inflation has driven increases in 
forecasted revenue.

“It’s wrong and immoral for 
the state to more or less make 
a profit off the backs of taxpay-
ers due to record inflation. Our 
governor needs to realize this 
and finally support tax relief 
for Washingtonians instead of 
treating them like an ATM for 
his spending agenda,” Schoesler 
said.

Dinner and Auction to 
Raise Funds for Oakley 
Carlson’s Reward Fund 
By The Chronicle staff 

Missing Oakville girl Oak-
ley Carlson’s foster parents and 

the Light the Way Missing Per-
sons Advocacy Project will host 
a dinner and auction event later 
this month to raise money for 
Oakley’s reward fund. 

The event called, “Paint the 
Night Pink for Oakley,” will be-
gin at 6 p.m. on July 16 in Mc-

Cleary. An auc-
tion featuring 
donations from 
all over the 
state, including 
Seattle Mari-
ners tickets, zoo 
and aquarium 
tickets, a get-
away for two at 
the Lucky Eagle 
Casino, a police 

ridealong with the Elma Police 
Department and more will be-
gin at 7 p.m. 

All auction sales, the $40 en-
trance fee — which includes din-
ner and two drink tickets — and 
sales from the Whiskey Wagon 
mobile bar on site will go toward 
the Justice for Oakley Carlson 
Reward Fund, which is a non-
profit with 501c3 status.  The 
fund passed $20,000 last May. 

Tickets are available on-
line at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/paint-the-night-pink-for-
oakley-tickets-346434203027. 

The reward is for credible in-

formation that leads to Oakley’s 
whereabouts or for information 
that leads to the arrest of anyone 
involved in her disappearance 
and expires Dec. 6, 2022. 

Oakley was reported missing 
on Dec. 6, 2021, though the last 
credible sighting of the 5-year-
old was 10 months earlier on Feb. 
10.

Oakley’s biological parents, 
Jordan Bowers and Andrew 
Carlson, are suspects in her dis-
appearance. Both were recently 
convicted in Grays Harbor 
County Superior Court on unre-
lated charges and are serving jail 
sentences.

If the reward is not claimed 
or extended, the reward funds 
will then be used at the discre-
tion of Oakley’s foster parents, 
Erik and Jamie Jo Hiles. Exam-
ples include providing a service 
and headstone for Oakley if nec-
essary, setting up a college fund 
or scholarship in Oakley’s name, 
or setting up a trust fund for 
Oakley’s siblings.

Those with information on 
the case are encouraged to call 
the Grays Harbor County Sher-
iff ’s Office non-emergency line 
at 360-533-8765, Detective Sgt. 
Paul Logan at 360-964-1729 
or CrimeStoppers at 800-222-
8477. 

Oakley Carlson
missing
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A Chehalis boy survived over 
24 hours in the “wilds of western 
Lewis County,” treating himself 
for a severed artery. Chehalis res-
ident Dick Mitchell, 17, was the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Mitch-
ell. He had been working with 
a crew to cut fire trails on Wey-
erhaeuser Company land when 
he became separated from the 
group. Mitchell had only a cross-
cut saw and a first aid kid with 
him when he walked down the 
wrong trail, an error he didn’t 
realize he had made until it was 
too late. 

Mitchell had sought to pro-
tect the saw, but while wander-
ing through the brush he cut his 
hand, severing an artery. 

“Blood, he said, spurted nearly 
a foot from his hand, and he was 
nearly an hour and a half get-
ting the bleeding stopped. Using 
a tourniquet, he finally halted 
it and dressed the wound from 
the first aid kit he was carrying,” 
The Chronicle reported. 

While he worked to stop 
the bleeding, he could hear the 
rest of the crew calling for him. 
But due to adverse winds, they 
couldn’t hear his responses. After 
he stopped the bleeding, Mitch-
ell tried to figure out his location 
but it was already becoming dark 
and he went to sleep. 

The next morning, he 
climbed a hill to view the sur-
rounding area. While observing 
the landscape, Mitchell decided 
to look for a stream and follow 
it until he reached a community. 
He eventually found a stream 
that turned out to be the headwa-
ters of the Chehalis River. 

After reaching the stream, 
Mitchell was exhausted from 
his wandering, lack of food and 
loss of blood. He decided to push 
a log into the stream and ride it 
downstream. 

As he floated downstream, 
Mitchell passed under a bridge 
where a man leaned over and 
asked him if he was going swim-
ming.

“No, I’m going to Pe Ell,” 
Mitchell replied. 

The man asked Mitchell if he 
was the missing boy.

“That must be me, because 
I’ve been lost,” Mitchell is report-
ed to have replied. 

The man, who was a part of a 
group of 30 who were searching 
for Mitchell, took him to a Wey-
erhaeuser camp. He was given 
food and returned home. The 
Chronicle did not say whether 
Mitchell had received medical 
attention, though it did report he 
had lost weight over the course of 
his journey.

July 5, 1932
• The Centralia City Commis-

sion opened bids during its July 5 
meeting for 1,500 feet of 18-inch 
wood pipe for replacements in 
Centralia’s gravity water system 
as well as 1,788 feet of 8-inch and 
4,608 feet of 6-inch cast iron pipe 
for replacements in the city's dis-
tribution system. Bids were made 
by companies from Seattle, Ta-
coma and Portland. 

• Russell Neuert, 25, was in-
jured in an accident late on the 
night of July 4 when his car “left 
the highway at Grand Mound 
and overturned.” The Chronicle 
reported the Onalaska man had 
not yet regained consciousness 
and hospital staff had given him 

“an even chance of recovery.” A 
young woman had been in 
Neuert’s car but was unharmed 
in the accident.

• Ray Conrad took office as 
president of the Centralia Ro-
tary Club on July 5, succeeding 
Sidney Plummer. After Conrad 
took office, Ned Moran, a former 
Centralia Rotary Club president, 
presented Plummer with a past 
president’s pin. Conrad’s election 
to the Rotary Club presidency 
meant that members of the Con-
rad family were the heads of both 
of Centralia’s service clubs, with 
Conrad's brother, Reid Conrad, 
having been installed as Kiwanis 
Club president on Jan. 1, 1932.

• A fire “of incendiary ori-
gin” caused damage to a house 
on South Tower Avenue on the 
morning of July 5. Damage to the 
house, owned by Carrie Smith, 

was estimated to be around $300. 
A second fire, on a lot that is now 
part of the Centralia College 
Campus, was started on Walnut 
Street by what was believed to be 
a firecracker.

• Two Centralia natives 
drowned on Sunday, July 3, off 
the coast of Oregon. Frank, 29, 
and Hobert, 35, were among 
nine individuals who were 
aboard a fishing boat when it 
was “capsized by heavy seas off 
the Oregon coast,” The Chroni-
cle reported. As of July 5, no bod-
ies had been recovered. 

• Early on July 4, Elmer Jones, 
of Portland, and William Wil-
liams, of Toledo, were arrested 
after attempting to break into a 
store on Chehalis Avenue. Po-
lice officer Joe Hatfield captured 
the pair who were then taken to 
the city jail. Jones and Williams 
were waiting to be transferred to 
county jail.

• A steer escaped from a rodeo 
in Tacoma on the night of July 4, 
injuring two women. “The steer 
ran amuck into the crowd, but its 
horns injured only Miss Lucille 
Vail and Miss Inez Stone,” The 
Chronicle reported. Ultimately a 
man got control of the steer. Vail 
and Stone were both reported as 

“recovering satisfactorily.”

July 4, 1942
• Centralia resident Glen 

Conrad, 24, died in a traffic acci-
dent on Thursday, July 2. Conrad 
was riding on a motorcycle when 
it collided with a car. The Chron-
icle reported he was expected to 
be buried in Centralia.

• Since the Pearl Harbor at-
tack nearly seven months before, 
Centralia had raised $355,158 in 
war bonds and savings stamps to 
support the war effort. The total 
was calculated based on sales of 
bonds and stamps at the Centra-
lia post office, the National Bank 
of Commerce and the Centralia 
Federal Savings and Loan Asso-
ciation. January had set the re-
cord for most money raised with 
over $66,000 raised by Centra-
lians to support the war.

• Centralian James W. Logan, 
32, was promoted from the rank 
of second lieutenant to the rank 
of major in just 18 months. Logan 
had been a reserve officer who 
was activated in early 1941. He 
was the son of Chehalis residents 
Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Logan. Logan’s 
military branch was not specified. 

• The Twin Cities had expe-
rienced three days of 100-de-
gree heat by July 4 and it wasn’t 
just the people who were af-
fected. Sidewalks and streets 
became mis-shapen as the heat 
caused the concrete to expand. 
On Wednesday, July 1, the tem-
perature reached 103 degrees, a 
record for the year. City Com-
missioner John Raught told The 
Chronicle some of the damage 
had already been repaired and 
the rest would be fixed soon. 

• Centralia taxi driver John 
Holle, 34, was arrested on July 2 by 
state liquor board inspectors and 
Centralia police. The exact charg-
es against Holle were not stated 
but were related to the sale and 
possession of alcohol. He posted 
his $250 bail and was released.

• The body of Lewis County 

“recluse” Ralph Rockwell, “about 
75,” was discovered on July 2 in 
a shack near Pe Ell. Rockwell’s 
death “apparently occurred sev-
eral months ago,” The Chronicle 
reported. Lewis County Coro-
ner Dr. W.D. Turner determined 
Rockwell’s death was due to 
natural causes. A funeral service 
was held at Greenwood Memori-
al Park on the morning of July 3.

• A six-room modern house 
in Chehalis was listed for $1,800. 
Among the features listed was 
the house’s location on a “paved 
street.”

July 5, 1952
• The Twin Cities and Lewis 

County experienced “one of 
the quietest Fourths of July in 
years” in 1952, The Chronicle 
reported. The highlight of the 
July 4 celebration was the annual 
fireworks show at the Southwest 
Washington Fairgrounds put 
on by the Chehalis and Centra-
lia Active Clubs. Despite heavy 
traffic, law enforcement agen-
cies reported not a single traffic 
accident had occurred in Lewis 
County, though one Centralia 
family was in a car accident out-
side the county. Almost 3,500 
people viewed the Active Clubs’ 
fireworks show from the South-
west Washington Fairgrounds 
grandstands, which “went off 
without a hitch” compared to the 
1951 show that was apparently 
dampened by rain. 

• Multiple large advertise-
ments were placed by television 
salesmen inviting the public to 
come view the Republican Na-
tional Convention on the TVs 
at their stores on July 7, 8, 9 and 
10. “You will see a crystal clear, 
perfect reception picture,” one 
ad boasted. The ads emphasized 
the viewings would be free. 

• In The Chronicle’s “Lost 
and Found” section, an entry 
requesting a thief to “please re-
turn” a girl’s bicycle was placed. 

“She is very unhappy, it was her 
birthday present in May,” The 
Chronicle’s entry read.

• Elizabeth Johnson, 65, 
passed away on Thursday, July 3, 
in Elma. Johnson was reported 
as having been born in February 
1887 in Lewis County. Funeral 
services were set for 1 p.m. on 
Monday, July 7, in Elma, with her 
burial to take place at the Grand 

Mound Cemetery.
• Silver Creek resident Su-

sie Baker, 93, passed away on 
Wednesday, July 2. Baker was born 
on Nov. 8, 1858. She was survived 
by two sons, eight grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. 
Services were to take place at Fis-
sell Chapel in Chehalis. 

• The July 5 weather forecast 
for the Twin Cities was a high of 
75 degrees, surpassing Los Ange-
les’ 68 and Portland’s 73. No pre-
cipitation was projected for the 
Twin Cities that day.

• A Vacation Bible School was 
set to be held daily at the Chehalis 
First Baptist Church for two weeks 
starting Monday, July 7. The class-
es would be held from 9 a.m. to 
noon five days a week. The classes 
would be taught by two students 
from Linfield College. All inter-
ested children were urged to reg-
ister. According to The Chronicle, 
the theme for that year's Vacation 
Bible School was “The Bible.”

July 5, 1962
• Seven minors were arrested 

on July 3 and 4 for illegal pos-
session and consumption of al-
cohol. John R. Hatfield, 15, of 
Winlock, and John Buchholtz, 
15, of Chehalis, were remanded 
to Napavine Justice Court for 
their trials. Hatfield and Buch-
holtz were arrested on July 4 at a 
dance hall west of Chehalis. Two 
Chehalis residents, Lonnie R. El-
der, 18, and John L. Anderson, 18, 
were arrested at the same dance 
hall on July 3 for the same rea-
sons. Both Elder and Anderson 
were still in county jail as of July 

5 due to an inability to pay their 
$50 bail. Jack A. Dupertius, 18, of 
Doty, and Ruel H. Tiemeyer, 18, 
of Pe Ell, were arrested on July 
4 by the Pe Ell town marshall. 
Like Elder and Anderson, Dup-
ertius and Tiemeyer were still in 
jail due to inability to pay their 
$50 bail. Donald E. Perigo, 20, 
of Morton, was also arrested on 
July 4 by Lewis County because 
of alcohol charges as well as an 
invalid license. Perigo was able to 
pay his $85 bail and was awaiting 
trial at the Morton Justice Court. 

• A campaign to secure a port 
district for Lewis County was 
scheduled to launch during a 
meeting in the Mossyrock High 
School auditorium on July 12 at 
8 p.m. William Ray, president 
of the Washington State Pub-
lic Ports Association, was to be 
the keynote speaker. The meet-
ing was to be open to the public 
and people were encouraged to 
attend. A port district proposal 
was set to be on an election ballot 
in September for Lewis County 
voters.

• Centralia’s new “get tough” 
policy was enforced for the first 
time after being passed during 
the Centralia City Commission’s 
July 3 meeting. The policy was 
passed in response to climbers 
attempting to scale “the space 
tower” in northwest Centralia. 

“We’re going to have to drop the 
hammer on these guys before 
someone gets hurt,” Centralia 
Mayor Ray Davis said. James P. 
Miltmore, 21, of Centralia, and 
Gary L. Fagergren, 18, of Shelton, 
were both arrested and charged 
with disorderly conduct for try-
ing to climb the tower. 

• Florence D. Kennicott, of 
Chehalis, the incumbent Lewis 
County school superintendent, 
filed to run for re-election with 
the Lewis County Auditor’s office. 
Kennicott was the 26th person to 
file for office, with Harry A. Siler, 
R-Randle, and Morrill F. Folsom, 
R-Centralia, both filing for re-
election as state representatives.

• Former Lewis County Clerk 
Maurice C. MacDonald, 54, died 
on July 3 in a Seattle hospital 
after undergoing major surgery 
two weeks prior. MacDonald 
served as clerk from 1935 to 1942 
before moving to Seattle during 
World War II. He had served 
several terms as chairman of 
the Lewis County Democratic 
Central Committee. MacDonald 
was born in Napavine, the child 
of “pioneer parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry D. MacDonald.” He is re-
ported as having graduated from 
the then named Chehalis High 
School and Centralia College. 

• A 3-month-old infant died 
of an apparent heart attack while 
camping near Packwood on 
July 4. The boy, Timothy Ritchie 
Waite, was the son of “Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas R. Waite” of Taco-
ma. He was put to bed in the back 
seat of the family car while his 
parents and 3-year-old sister slept 
outside. The next morning the 
family discovered the child had 
passed away. Firemen attempted 
to save the infant at the Pack-
wood Ranger Station, perform-
ing mouth-to-mouth resuscita-
tion for “two to three hours.” The 
baby was then taken to Morton 
where a doctor said the boy had 
died of an apparent heart attack.

• “Mrs. Julian Boivet,” a 42-
year resident of Centralia, died 
at the age of 85 on July 4. Boivet 
was born in Poland on Sept. 10, 
1876. She was the mother of Eu-
genia Allan and foster mother of 
Izadore Czarnecki. She was sur-
vived by eight grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

A Look Back in Time: Lost and Wounded Chehalis 
Boy Survives Journey Through Lewis County Woods

 Photo and story originally submitted by Zelma Keller, niece of Chance Damitz and daughter of Ernest Damitz, for Our Hometowns

After a Pe Ell Fourth of July parade (year not known), a woman identified as "Crazy Mary," as she was remembered, and Anna 
Damitz sit on the porch while Clancy Damitz threatens to bury Troy Conn and another man who have passed out in the yard 
after festivities. The unknown man was one of two bachelors who shared a house in the area. The unknown man shown here 
later married and started a family; the other bachelor disappeared and was not heard from again. This photo was taken on 
Mauerman Road just outside Pe Ell. The Damitz family was one of the original founding families of Pe Ell, which was settled 
in 1855 by the Mauermans. 

 Photo submitted by Gloria Patton for Our Hometowns

This Fourth of July parade took place in about 1911 in Pe Ell. The Allen children 
took first place with their float on that day. In the lead is Bob Allen, who is thought 
to be about 4 years old at the time. Behind him are his brothers John and Rex. All 
three boys are hitched to the wagon pulling Catherine (on the left) and an un-
known neighbor child (on the right). The children’s parents were Harvey and Ma-
bel Allen of Pe Ell. Harvey was a barber and fiddle player and Bob was the father 
of this photo’s contributor. 
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By The Chronicle staff

Following are members of 
Adna High School’s second se-
mester academic lists.

Students with a grade point 
average (GPA) of 4.0 were 
named to the superintendent’s 
list, students with a GPA be-
tween 3.5 and 3.99 were named 
to the principal’s list and stu-
dents with a GPA between 3.0 
and 3.49 were named to the 
honor roll.

Students are listed from 
highest to lowest GPA. Students 
with the same GPA are listed in 
alphabetical order.

12th Grade 

4.0 
Aaron Aselton, Alyssa Davis, 

Asa Ingle, Ruby Johnson, Rachel 
Maughan, Colby Moore, Tristan 
Ridley, Faith Wellander

3.5 to 3.99 
Gracie Beaulieu, Callen Ryan, 

Madison Fay, Bailee Vandehey, 
Brianna Rios, Cayden Vanauken, 
Summer White, Chase Collins, 
Joseph Schilter, Hope Millam, 
Leslie Davies, Ryan Corcoran, 
Ashton Riedesel

3.0 to 3.49 
Kaylin Todd, Clara Price, 

Faith Shahan, Chance Muller, 
Macy Kalnoski, Nate Poppe, 
Blaze Deal, Anna Simms, Joseph 
Basil, Sadie Burdick

11th                                       
Grade 

4.0 
Jaxon Dunnagan, Jacob 

Stajduhar, Jaden Wisner

3.5 to 3.99
Katie Godbey, Bubbles Al-

len, Natalie Loose, Sean Hellem, 
Natalie Humphrey, Avery Man-
ning, Brooklyn Loose, Clayton 
Loose, Rebekah Boyd, Savanna 

Ridley, McKade Matayoshi, 
Destiny Leyva, Miriam Wilson, 
Annie Murphy, Parker Feist, 
Karlee VonMoos, Asher Guer-
rero, Abby McAuley, Joshua Mc-
Guire, Shaina Dunlap, Sawyer 
Terry, Seth Meister, Kody Chris-
ten, Andrew Grim

3.0 to 3.49 
Trenton Carper, Tristan 

Bilodeau, Christian Krueger, 
Emma Amundson, John Rich-
ied, Lorelei Graham

10th                                       
Grade 

4.0 
Ellieann Basil, Avery Hags-

eth, Margarite Humphrey, Rea-
gan Naillon, Zane Powell, Nate 
Scheuber, Audrie Tobey

3.5 to 3.99
Tyler Price, Braeden Salme, 

Reid Caviness, Jordan Stout, 

Tanner Wagner, Kaitlyn Bliss, 
Ayesleigh Deal, Charissa Schier-
man, Hailee Hellem, Olivia Me-
dina, Levi Slape, Katelyn Dipo, 
Emerson Nelson, Elias Smith, 
Savannah Via, Natalee Werner, 
Lane Johnson, Kacie Andrews, 
Jaydean Hellem, Austin Mag-
nan, Tania Torres-Parra, Jana 
Dunnagan

3.0 to 3.49 
Elijah Jimenez, Jordanne 

Moon, Jessica Wickert, Wolfe 
Rainey, Emily Moerke, Evalena 
Thomas, Emma Elder, Anthony 
Ulrich, Brennen McCombs, Jens 
Neilson, Drake Stone, Tanner 
Matayoshi, Tristan Percival

Ninth                                    
Grade 

4.0 
Ty Bodenhamer, Gabrielle 

Guard, Daniel Hoinowski, Jay-
lee Humphrey, Joey Lawrence, 
Kolton Moon, Kooper Moon, 

Stefannie Vanauken

3.5 to 3.99 
Gatlyn Garza, Ivy Nelson, 

Isabella Ulrich, Jack Fuller, Ka-
rissa Larson, Kendall Humphrey, 
Lenz Bigbee, Cayla Terry, Phoe-
be Allen, Austyn Laufenberg, 
Margaret Scholl, Ava Kempf, Ju-
lianna Farmer, Evangeline Reyn-
olds, Ava Simms, Hayli Gates, 
Sorena Neilson, Tayte Russell, 
Teagan Shahan, Luke Mohney

3.0 to 3.49 
Abbigale Carper, Alainna 

Leyva, Ryder Calhoun, Pey-
ton Morgan, Landon Moho-
ric, Owen Fagerness, Jazmen 
Norman, Danny Druck-Ewan, 
Ashlee VonMoos, Camaren 
Watson, Layden York, Benja-
min Andrew, Lillian Boyd, Kim-
berly Davies, Royce Calhoun, 
Matthew McGuire, Mathew 
Roundtree, Cohen Hartley, 
Ayla Guerrero, Danika Hallom, 
Casey Orduno, Tyran Pickett

Adna High School Second Semester Academic Lists

By The Chronicle staff

Following are members of 
Adna Middle School’s second se-
mester academic lists.

Students with a grade point 
average (GPA) of 4.0 were 
named to the superintendent’s 
list, students with a GPA be-
tween 3.5 and 3.99 were named 
to the principal’s list and stu-
dents with a GPA between 3.0 
and 3.49 were named to the 
honor roll.

Students are listed from 
highest to lowest GPA. Students 
with the same GPA are listed in 
alphabetical order.

Eighth Grade 

4.0 
Anna Hoinowski, Molly Ma-

tayoshi

3.5 to 3.99 
Sophie Hagseth, Steven 

O’Dell, Michaela Wild, Bai-
ley Davis, Kalli Christen, Por-
ter Milloy, Megan Price, Zane 
Gaffney, Megan Stout, Kaylie 
Shedd, Raul Torres-Rodriguez, 
Liddia Galpin, Alexzander 
Smith, Mickey March, Saige 
Mortensen

3.0 to 3.49
Noah Hellem, Everett Mohr, 

Camber Graham, Bryce Pine, 

Jaidyn Bennett, Bailey Chap-
man, Cameron Nakano, Davon-
te Robinson, Oryn Nelson

Seventh Grade 
4.0 

Zoey Goodman, Joshua Gra-
ham, Alexander Sterzer

3.5 to 3.99 
Brady Morgan, Molly Pow-

ell, Beau Miller, David Qureshi, 
Gracie Stone, Trevin Salme, Oly 
Eixenberger, Shelby Eixenberger, 
Ryland Brooks, Gracey Garza, 
Jasmine Hernandez, Henry 
Rosenlund, Avery Lafontaine, 
Naillon Ramirez, Brayden To-

bey, Preslee Hellem

3.0 to 3.49
Jaycee Burdick, Preston 

Cardin, Jackson Nelson, Elijah 
Sliva, Ethan Maxwell, Dakoda 
Dryden, Joseph Sliva, Kayden 
Kincaid, Brodey Luurs, Raegan 
McAllister, Khloe Hunt, Kay-
dence Groves, Jack Penning-
ton, Cash Smith, Carter White, 
Grayson Humphrey, Madison 
Anderson, Brayden Garcia, Lay-
la St. Catherine

Sixth Grade 
4.0 

Anya Lyon, Caedon Ochel-

tree, Presley Strodemier

3.5 to 3.99 
Leia Medina, Ryker Work-

man, Kade Pearson, Kalli 
Bodenhamer, Leonidas Flohr, 
Abigail March, Olie Moreno, Ky-
linn York, Colton Rind, Wyatt 
Garrison, Kaden Hartley, Tay-
lor Johnson, Kaden Richardson, 
Raegan Sherman, Talan Guer-
rero

3.0 to 3.49
Jack Moerke, Trent Cook, 

Melody McGovern, Michelle 
Marshall, Alonzo Nunez-Al-
varado, Jaxon Long, Brytin Dol-
larhyde

Adna Middle School Second Semester Academic Lists  

By The Chronicle staff

Following are members of 
the Pe Ell Middle/High School 
second semester honor roll. 

Students with a grade point 
average (GPA) between 3.5 and 
4.0 were named to the superin-
tendent’s list and students with a 
GPA between 3.0 and 3.49 were 
named to the principal’s list. 

Students are listed from 
highest to lowest GPA. Students 
with the same GPA are listed in 
alphabetical order.

12th Grade 
3.5 to 3.99

Charlie Belanger, Taylor 
Briggs, Allison Engel, Ava Bush, 
Abbigail Cox, Halee Anderson 

3.0 to 3.49 

Kayla Miller, Jesse Justice, 
Michael Sanford III

11th Grade 

3.5 to 3.99 
Payton Peterson, Layla Smith, 

Cheyenne Nygaard, Charlie 
Carper 

3.0 to 3.49 
Zane Guiltner, Owen Little

10th Grade 
4.0 

Navarra Chappell, Carter 
Phelps 

3.5 to 3.99 
Blake Howard

3.0 to 3.49 
Hunter Coleman, Michael 

Bontempo, Gracelyn Jensen, 
Odin Hasby, Kylee Lyons 

Ninth Grade 
4.0 

Ricki Coleman, Brookelynn 
King, Kaden Knowlton

3.5 to 3.99
Cowyn McGrath, Calan Mc-

Carty

3.0 to 3.49 
Silas Edgar, Logan Oechsner 

Eighth Grade 
4.0 

Madilyn Engel

3.5 to 3.99 
Nathen Ridgway, Ava King, 

Blaine Howard, Bailey Cox, 
Brynnlee Hoffman, Peyton 
Zock 

3.0 to 3.49 
Madison Person, Samantha 

Robertson, Eliza Jensen, Kohl 
Perkins

Seventh Grade 

4.0 
Liam McGrath

3.5 to 3.99 
Karli Phelps, Eli Mason, 

Pierce Edgar, Maggie Norswor-
thy, Kassidy Hayes, Emma Kiss-
ner 

3.0 to 3.49 
Kannen Kephart, Ruby 

Magruder, Jayden Nelson, Sofie 
Goode, Mauricio Morales, Ben-
jamin Parker, Brody Richards 

Sixth Grade 
4.0 

Morgan Markee, Blake Nel-
son 

3.5 to 3.99 
McKayla Jensen, Liam Len-

nox, Landon Ward, Katelynn 
Lyons, Danielle VanBuren, Lane 
Albright, Hunter Phelps 

3.0 to 3.49 
Dallas McGrath, Blake Bur-

nett 

Pe Ell Middle/High School Second Semester Honor Roll

By The Chronicle staff 

Following are members of 
the Morton Junior/Senior High 
School second semester honor 
roll. 

Students listed on the honor 
roll earned a GPA of 3.0 or high-
er for the second semester of 
the school year. These students 
have completed eight classes 
and did not receive a D, F or an 
incomplete grade in any class. 
Running Start students are not 
included in the honor roll report.

Students are listed in alpha-
betical order.

12th Grade 

3.0 to 3.99 

Matt Batchelder, Rowan 
Buerk-Osborne, Jonathon-Tye 
Chhour, Brandon Curtis, Con-
ner Gleason, Payton Gordon, 
Madison Green, Haylee Harris, 
Shelby Karns, David Martinez, 
Kenadee Montgomery, Isabella 
Palermo, Marissa Rivas, Sara 
Swartz, Jaden Troy

11th                                       
Grade 

3.0 to 3.99 
Shawn Crittenden, Carter 

Dantinne, Eley Garcia, Hunter 
Hazen, Nick Heck-Kerrigan, 
Lillie Anne Ortiz-Bagby, Jace 
Peters, Vadin Phillips, Alexia 
Rodarte

10th Grade 
4.0 

Annabeth Ford

3.0 to 3.99 
Antoine Banks, Kenny Bra-

zil, Madison Clevenger, Lucas 
Cooper, Kristopher Elliott, An-
nabeth Ford, Kimberly Gilstrap, 
Korbin Goodnight, Finn Greiter, 
Keegan Ingalsbe, Amy Martinez, 
Mckenzee Mays, Charlie Miller, 
Max Pabst, Diana Sowards, Cai-
ro Wideman

Ninth Grade 
3.0 to 3.99 

Vanessa Belgiorno, Hunter 
Brackett, Michael Dever-Taylor, 
Ruby Elliott, Ayden Gleason, 
Anastasia Gonzalez, Isabelle 
Loucks, Daniel Martinez-Guer-
rero, Kiera Miller, Haylee Mor-
gan, Rolland Zavodsky

Eighth Grade 
4.0 

Karah Fairhart 

3.0 to 3.99 
Vanson Armstrong, Cyris 

Chhour, Karah Fairhart, Gra-
cielynn Ford, Noah Gilstrap, 
Gus Greiter, Jadyn Holmes, Ma-
lia Inocencio-Armstrong, Kath-
erine Johnston, Aiden Kampa, 

Starla Loomis, Noemi Lopez, 
Preston Lynch, Cassidy Noel, 
Lance Scogin, Douglas Seavers

Seventh Grade 
4.0 

Aiden Saldana

3.0 to 3.99 
Fairlane Armstrong, Har-

mony Collette, Julie Critten-
den, Adalynn Freitas, Sebastian 
Gonzales, Owen Loucks, Logan 
Mays, Matthew Miller, Brook-
lyn Montoure, Vernon Rich-
ards, Aiden Saldana, Gracie 
Sanders, Peyton Shields, Echo 
Taylor, Emilee Zapalac, Xavier 
Zinck

Morton Junior/Senior High School Second Semester Honor Roll

News in Brief

Inslee Orders State 
Patrol to Refuse 
Cooperation With 
Other States' Abortion 
Investigations
By The Spokesman-Review

OLYMPIA — Gov. Jay Inslee 
has ordered the state patrol to 
refuse cooperation with inves-
tigations from agencies in other 
states related to abortion.

The directive follows the 
U.S. Supreme Court's decision 
reversing Roe v. Wade, which 
will trigger abortion bans or se-
vere restrictions in a number of 
states, including Idaho.

"Washington is and will re-
main a sanctuary for any person 
seeking abortion care and ser-
vices in our state, but we must 
act to protect our rights and our 
values," Inslee wrote.

The order directs the Wash-
ington State Patrol to refrain 
from providing any coopera-

tion or assistance to out-of-state 
agencies if an investigation deals 
with abortion or reproductive 
health services that are legal in 
Washington. That could include 
declining subpoenas, search 
warrants or court orders.

It also requires the state patrol 
to establish a process with the Of-
fice of the Attorney General and 
the Office of General Counsel to 

"carefully scrutinize" all requests 
for cooperation, assistance or in-
formation related to reproductive 
care or abortion from other states.

Any request must include a 
detailed description of the mat-
ter under investigation and the 
purpose of the request, Inslee 
wrote. All uncertainty sur-
rounding a request must be re-
solved through Inslee's office of 
General Counsel.

All reports must also be re-
ported by the state patrol.

Washington law prohibits 
state and local agencies from pe-
nalizing, prosecuting or taking 
any adverse action against some-
one based on their pregnancy 

outcomes or for assisting a preg-
nant person in exercising their 
right to reproductive freedom, 
according to Inslee’s directive.

Inslee said this directive is 
one step in a commitment made 
by him, Gov. Gavin Newsom of 
California and Gov. Kate Brown 
of Oregon last week to defend ac-
cess to reproductive health care.

In the directive, Inslee called 
the court’s decision a “flagrant 
disregard of established consti-
tutional rights and sound legal 
precedents.”
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Chehalis Middle School Term Four Honor Roll 
By The Chronicle staff

Following are members of 
the Chehalis Middle School term 
four honor roll. 

Students are listed from high-
est to lowest GPA. Students with 
the same GPA are listed in alpha-
betical order.

Eighth Grade
4.0 

Yasmine V. Azcunaga, Madi-
son K. Baine, Isabella M. Bar-
nett, Margo G. Catudio, Hardit 
S. Dhudwal, Adam P. Flexhaug, 
Hadley J. Hoffman, Eden S. 
Hornby, Tayla R. Hoskins, Mad-
isyn G. Jensyn, Miles P. Martin, 
Shia M. Martinez, Heidi L. Mei-
er, Elizabeth J. Mittge, Jonathan 
R. Moloney, KD K. Obtinario, 
Madelynn Panther, Kaitlynn 
Panther, Kaitlyn F. Richards, 
Lydia R. Smith, Ruby B. Stanton, 
Gale E. Steiner, Hailey L. Stur-
devant, Berkeley E. Varick, Sky-
lie A. Voie, Ariana D. Wheaton, 
Leah M. White, Violet J. White-
Pierce 

3.9 to 3.99 
Lauren K. Kelley, Francesca 

C. Remund, Lewis C. Allen, 
Trinity J. Gist, Eli W. Letcher, 
Jasmine M. Lopez Padilla, Re-
ese K. Mishler, Ashley M. Muel-
ler, Wyatt A. Rogerson, Graysen 
H. Serl, Emma J. Thomas, Abi-
gail F. Young, Connor L. Cole-
man, Gage K. Grisham, Tavyn 
E. Hundley, Amyah K. Middle-
ton, Emma M. Palmer, Devan J. 
Cook, Terazina R. Dietzen, Re-
lynn C. Whitson, Jaden A. Jen-
sen, Caroline R. Buzzard, Aubrey 
G. Prigmore

3.8 to 3.89
Marcello Carrasco, Leslie 

Morales Colula, Symara L. Mor-
gan, Kylee M. Nelson, COllin 
L. Graber, Drake L. Hadaller 
Patterson, Christian T. Hovde, 
Selena Arceo, Cole Ozretich, Zoe 
R. Schmitz, Braden D. Sayers, 
Hayden D. Westlund, Cayden J. 

Marquez, Ellen J. Hoogendoorn, 
Jaidyn I. Phelps, Olive M. Staloch 

3.7 to 3.79
Hayden J. Niemi, Alysha J. 

Quick, Micah A. Sutmiller, Paul 
B. Winter-Jackson, Noelani M. 
Hafoka, Joshua E. Norvell, Emily 
E. Stajduhar, Jamen B. Dickson, 
Dhredyn S. Hadley 

3.6 to 3.69 
Daniela Hernandez Diaz, Ri-

ley M. Kellogg, Peyton Z. San-
tiago, Isla L. Jimenez, Jax A. Pot-
ter, Bailey E. Armitage, Dane 
S. Lechter, Rowan K. Robinson, 
Autumn L. Smith 

3.5 to 3.59
Hunter T. Riley, Ace M. Zahn, 

Brooklynn R. Lopez, Francia 
Luque, Gabe D. South, Kimberly 
A. French, Kade A. Warner, Zane 
P. GLenn, Davion A. Hairston, 
Abigail L. Nesary, Catcher P. Pat-
terson, Phoenix Shaffer, Cory R. 
Woods, Justin E. Hazlett Jr. 

3.4 to 3.49 
Haley S. Wilson, Amanda H. 

Linwood, Janayah A. Morales, 
Violet A. Ratkie, Ryann E. Over-
by, Anais E. Flores, Kaitlyn C. 
Gill, Isabel M. Thompson, Dan-
iel J. Springer Chalmers 

3.29 to 3.39 
Taylor S. Pannkuk, Kyan L. 

Porter, Tyson R. Simkins, Noah 
D. Romero, Savannah V. Bryant, 
Carson T. Smith, Riley A. Carter, 
Caleb A. Dix, Collin W. McLain, 
Walker T. Sampson, Brody G. 
Sayers, Elizabeth M. Simonds-
Buckmeir, Kaylee C. Campagna, 
Jonah E. Layton 

Seventh Grade
4.0

Jane M. Birchard, Dilyn M. 
Boeck, Gabriel D. Burger, Ken-
ley J. Fragner, Violet A. Gorman, 
Ashlen A. Gruginski, Ayden M. 

Jacobson, Gabriel J. Leith, Daisy 
L. Lockner, Elsie A. Morton, Ca-
pri O’Neill, Tyler Porter, Landon 
R. Schow, Tanner L. Tobin, Tay-
lor A. Tobin, Tyrus J. Vantuyl, 
Joshua V. Vigre, Jackson W. Wal-
trip, Graham P. Wilson 

3.9 to 3.99
Raegan Degravelles, Wyatt A. 

Nieman, Peter C. Burman, En-
rique N. Flores, Taylee M. Leigh, 
Kimberly Vazquez-Hernan-
dez, Gracie L. Elam, Isabella A. 
Prince, Jared M. Minsell, Kaid 
S. Peterson, Sophie A. Swehosky, 
Kaleb C. Whittaker 

3.8 to 3.89
Joy Cushman, Emmett A. 

Goodman, Jayden A. Marti-
nez, Aubrey R. Goodeill, Aubrey 
R. Goodeill, Ava K. Hamilton, 
Ella C. Olsen, Tyler I. Melen-
dez, Haiden A. Bartel, Vivianna 
E. Blankinship, Joelie A. Corey, 
Lily G. Mannikko, Madison Ot-
ten, Evelynn C. Satterfield, Gen-
evieve M. Buss, James W. Fager-
ness, Xander J. Paulis, Micheal B. 
Dixon, Hudson A. McCallum

3.7 to 3.79 
Kevin J. Fuss, David C. Grady 

III, Desiree A. McLaughlin, 
Hunter R. Wilson, Solomon C. 
Dennis, Morgan Ulmer, Mayvn 
P. Shannon, Allison A. Smither-
man, Adam T. White, Breanna 
L. Munsell, Jesse L. Snodgrass, 
Carly M. Aldrich 

3.6 to 3.69
Jayce P. Ayers, Wyatt D. Breen, 

Cooper A. Brown, Lincoln H. 
James, Holden L. Kunz, Liam T. 
Land, Nataley R. Molina Gomez, 
Sienna F. Ames, Owen D. Wright, 
Madilynn R. McManus

3.5 to 3.59 
Moises Monzon Gaspar, 

Robyn V. Prescott, Meygan 
K. Smith-Pogue, Jack A. Ro-
bison, Maleea D. Ayers, Andrea 
Boites-Arellano, Maya N. Flores, 

Messina Occhino, Bella A. Roe, 
Hayden J. Rooney, Teagan E. 
Rovito, Julia C. Slinger, Tresure 
A. Undesser, Riley J. Penning-
ton, Aiden R. Smith, Madyson L. 
Boren 

3.29 to 3.49
Joell B. Cagle, Matthew J. 

Geeloed, Leonardo N. Maria, 
Chad S. Meinking, Maximo A. 
Arancibia, Eastyn J. Hansen, Ry-
der H. Buck, Madison L. Nor-
wood, John P. Garcia-Morfin, 
Hayden J. Collins, Kobe R. Are-
valo, Jackson S. Coronel, Luke 
G. McMillan, Lorelei E. Stevens, 
Zoe M. Sanchez Medel 

Sixth Grade
4.0

Sophia R. Allen, Neilla S. 
Brumback, Natalie A. Butler, 
Collin D. Elder, Zeke Gonsalez, 
Ayanna M. Harmon, Lucy M. 
Hornby, Raya J. Jensen, Khush-
manpreet Kaur, Reece W. Mar-
quez, Annabelle A. Nakano, 
Karly J. Rasmussen, Mila K. 
Riis, Idrissa P. Sayaogo, Bren-
dan M. Stevens, Asha Vianne R. 
Tummeti, Coby J. Walker, Gage 
Wiens, Bella K. Yip 

3.9 to 3.99 
Gabriel A. Alvarado, Ma-

dalyn L. Anderson, Madeline 
B. Bradley, Harper K. Grisham, 
Wyatt R. Hoffman, Cael A. Jus-
tice, Mia S. Leslie, Rayah A. Mid-
dleton, Isabella J. Paniagua, Erin 
E. Sandberg, Linden C. Varick, 
Payton T. Arevalo, Georgia M. 
Mills, Kate E. Mordick, Hunter 
L. Riley, Rylen L. Sonner, Kloey S. 
Sparks, Isabelle C. Teeter, Sierra 
R. Wood 

3.8 to 3.89 
Aubree R. Lloyd, Addyson A. 

Arthurs, Judah R. Beard, Karina 
Q. Lei, Fisher B. Minor, Addisyn 
G. Olson, Julian H. Palacios Ri-
vera, Maycee L. Sons, John L. Al-
exander, Magali C. Jimenez, Na-
talee N. McAllister, Maximus L. 

Mishler, Aspen B. Misner, Madi-
lyn M. Nesary, Kayden J. Owens, 
Evan C. Smith, Emma G. Veach 

3.7 to 3.79
Max Coulter, Avery J. Gar-

ner, Ryker T. Jensen, Michael K. 
Voong, Alexis N. Salazar, Jack-
son R. Tracy Solorio 

3.6 to 3.69
Jacob E. Johnson, Ethan P. 

Clark, Jonathan M. Hartwell, 
Kaarlynn E. Hundley, Sergio 
A. Martinez, Aison D. Parsons, 
Carter V. Queen, Raeleigh C. 
Bishop, Natali A. Martinez, As-
pen J. Gist, Chase W. Patterson, 
Tristyn R. Taylor, Makiah J. Da-
vies, Keara B. Denton, Noah R. 
Shegrud, Tristan A. Skol, Otto 
SMith, Charlie E. Trodahl 

3.5 to 3.59
Cash J. Williams, Tinsley A. 

Brown, Hayden B. Collins, Wal-
ter E. Dix, Shaylee R. Miles, Ja-
cob M. Price, Constantine D. 
Robertson, Kiana E. Tennison, 
Jay W. Bieker, James L. Duong, 
Jacek E. Justice, Morgan P. Randt 
Willams, Rebecca L. Fogde, Bai-
ley M. Koehn, Marline A. Miller, 
Jaykob R. Search, Rowen C. Hol-
linger, Romero A. Villagomez-
Gomez 

3.4 to 3.49
Urijah J. Dix, Elaina G. Meza, 

Tristan D. Withrow, Trevor H. 
Riley, Kaedyn P. Suom, Gemma 
V. Hansen, Owen S. Gafford, Al-
leyah M. Simmons 

3.29 to 3.39
Makyler E. Ahrens, Carter 

R. Jackson, Sukhmanpreet Kaur, 
Sophia R. Stelle, Emily M. Wil-
kes, Brody M. Smeall, Brady C. 
Holmes, Aiden Montenegro-
Corona, Christopher J. John-
son, Kylah A. Overby, Aiyana K. 
Goddard, Heidi S. Hernandez 
Cervantes, Charlie Horner, Jorge 
A. Jimenez Nicolas, Kimberly P. 
Segovia Velis 

By The Chronicle staff

Following are members of 
Napavine Middle School’s sec-
ond semester honors lists, as pro-
vided by the school district.

Students with a grade point 
average (GPA) between 3.51 and 
4.0 were named to the superin-
tendent’s list, students with a 
GPA between 3.25 and 3.5 were 
named to the principal’s list and 
students with a GPA between 3.0 
and 3.24 were granted an honor-
able mention.

Students are listed in alpha-
betical order.

Eighth Grade 

4.0 
Jeffrey Anderson, Ethan On-

dong, Wyatt Stroup 

3.51 to 3.99 
Lillian Blair, Brianne Brade, 

Callon Bullock, Stephanie Cama-
cho Chavez, Hudson Chambers, 
Annabelle Cserni, Paytin Dailey, 
Maddie Dickinson, Clara Fay, 
Hannah Fay, Masen Jeg, Hayden 
Kaut, Lyla Kirkpatrick, Maya 
Kunkel, Alexis Ludlow, Gabriel 
Marcial, Cindy Mendez-Reyes, 
Hayden North, Gabriella No-

szlopy, Kennedy Purvis, Reina 
Rothbauer, Keven Ruedas-Gui-
do, Kaden Smith, Luke Wachter, 
Grady Wilson 

3.25 to 3.5 
Kaitlyn Aschenbrenner, Tay-

len Evander, Madalynne Heiner, 
Peyton Hernandez, Jaime Her-
nandez-Ramirez Brianna Lara, 
Chase Manion, Abigail Marcial, 
Caleb Odlin, Landon Schouten, 
Madison Tully, Tyler Watson, 
Brandon Woody 

3.0 to 3.24 
Ryder Burkett, Joshua Chis-

nell, Koen Christiansen-Briggs, 
Nolan Fulleton, Nolan Gaskill, 
Ryan Groves, Kendall Kelly, 
Hannah Rathbun, Evelina Zhik-
hor 

Seventh Grade 

4.0 
Landon Engelbertson, Macie 

Mikota 

3.51 to 3.99 
Lillian Beichler, Jayla Eng-

kraf, Eleanor McKinley, Brycen 
Milton, Jaxin Prather, Alexis 
Schutz, Nicholle Valentine

3.25 to 3.5 
Paylynn Armitage Peyton Bydo, 

Isabella Eslick, Anna Guenther, Luis 
Hernandez, Beckett Landram, Jenna 
Libby, Lukas Lintner, Sydney Ludlow, 
Jackson Magana, Yessenia Mejia Ro-
driguez, Nora Schoonover, Charlie 
Stratton, Autym Sutherland, Caden 
Torgerson, Leighton Watt, Jonathan 
Woods, Deanna Zagorodniy 

3.0 to 3.24 
Makaylynn Arias, Bailey 

Birdwell, Yuvia Contreras Sardi-
na, Isaiah Doxsee, Jaxon Gilbert, 
Penelope Sayres-Hartman, Jus-
tus Stoker, Brian Sutherby Jr.

Napavine Middle School Second Semester Honor Roll 

By The Chronicle staff

Following are members of the 
Toledo High School third trimes-
ter principal’s list, honor roll and 
honorable mention list.

Students named to the princi-
pal’s list received between a 3.75 
and a 4.0 grade-point average 
(GPA). Students named to the 
honor roll received between a 
3.2 and 3.74 GPA. Students who 
received an honorable mention 
earned between a 3.0 and 3.19 
GPA. 

Students are listed in alpha-
betical order.

12th Grade 
3.75 to 4.0

Macy Ball, Dylan Blosl, Yuli-
sa Cabrera, Greenlee Clark, Hai-
ley Dickinson, Rose Dillon, Jus-
tin Filla, Briza Gallegos, Destiny 

Gifford, Conor Gilreath, Wesley 
Horrace, Taylor Langhaim, Wy-
att Nef, Jenna Oberndorf, Carson 
Olmstead, Marina Smith, Em-
marae Troxell

3.2 to 3.74 
Marissa Ball, Makinley Dah-

lin, Lindy Foley, Stevie John-
ston, Vanesa Rodriguez, Haliegh 
Schamel, Carter Sorensen, Da-
mion Soto, Aidan Umbriaco, 
Daniel Velazquez, Brynn Wil-
liams, Madelynn Zembas

3.0 to 3.19 
Mathew Pedersen, Ethan 

McAleny

11th Grade
3.75 to 4.0

Shyann Barratt, Candace 
Clark, Kyle Debo, Jessica Dickin-
son, Kai Sarkinen

3.2 to 3.74 
Aleena Bloomstrom, Betha-

ny Bowen, Ian Devine, Jack Ek, 
Geoffrey Glass, Conner Olm-
stead, John Rose

3.0 to 3.19 
Daphnie Bybee, Yarely Ca-

brera, Karely Plancarte

10th Grade
3.75 to 4.0

Lynzie Filla, Shaylie Flanery, 
Jacob Nef, Quyn Norberg, Tren-
ton Oberndorf, Whitney Ol-
son, Billie Randall, Jessie Ritola, 
Bayron Rodriguez, Cali Sharlow, 

Rogan Stanley, Jack Tiemens, 
Hailee Turner, Cecilia Velazquez, 
Kaven Winters, Estelle Wood

3.2 to 3.74 
Stefani Arceo-Hansen, Ga-

briel Cabrera, Justin Cabrera, 
Ethen Carver, Irys Deaguero, 
Mialeigh Jurica, Jasmine Kem-
merer, Milo Levanen, Christian 
Malunat, Wyatt Peek, Abigail 
Pruett, Maritza Salmeron, Caid-
en Schultz, Zachary Smith

3.0 to 3.19 
Seth Danforth, Dalton 

Janisch, Austin Lindsey, Jordan 
McKenzie, Camry Miller, Rayder 
Stemkoski-Garcia, Gavin Stew-
art 

Ninth Grade

3.75 to 4.0
Jaclyn Bruckelmyer, Ericka 

Caywood, Makenna Miller, 
Carter Nash, Zoey Schlecht, Rai-
ley St. Jean, Sean Smiley, Sofie 
Taylor, Salina Tikka, Emmalia 
Woodard

3.2 to 3.74 
Jade Bell, Eric Bragg, Hope 

Gould, Olivia Hill, Alexan-
der Luna-Ortiz, Luke Porter, 
Cael Sarkinen, Kate Simonson, 
Thomas Spahr, Philip Smiley, 
Ryker Sorensen, Barry Tan-
ninen, Zackaree Verhei, Dennis 
Vernon

3.0 to 3.19 
Molly Hight, Kaycee Horrace, 

Calvin Kysar, Nolan Koskiniemi, 
Treyton Marty, Haylee Pedersen, 
McKenna Plesko

Toledo High School Third Trimester Principal’s and Honors Lists 

News in Brief
Seattle Homeowner 
Fatally Shoots 
Man in His Yard
By The Seattle Times

A Seattle homeowner shot 
and killed a man he says climbed 
a fence to get into his yard early 
Saturday, according to police.

A neighbor near the 900 block 
of North 101st St., in Greenwood, 
called 911 at 2:35 a.m. to report 
a disturbance at a nearby house, 
according to the Seattle Police 
Department. The caller had 
heard someone say to call 911.

Officers found a man with a 
gunshot wound in the backyard 
of a home. They began first aid, 
and Seattle Fire Department med-

ics took the man to Harborview 
Medical Center, where he died.

The homeowner told officers 
the man had climbed the fence 
into his yard, and that when the 
homeowner went outside to con-
front the man, and he refused to 
leave, the homeowner shot him, 
according to police.

The shooting is under inves-
tigation.

ROCHESTER LUMBER
CHECK OUT OUR PRICE FOR 3’ 29 GAUGE METAL ROOFING!  
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By Tribune News Service

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Calls for 
new gun restrictions inevita-
bly follow most American mass 
shootings, including the one 
that killed 10 people at a Buf-
falo supermarket six weeks ago. 
But in the wake of the Tops su-
permarket massacre, legislators 
here and in several other states 
also have turned their attention 
to a new target: civilian body ar-
mor.

Such equipment — including 
helmets, bulletproof vests and 
armor plates — is designed to 
protect soldiers and law enforce-
ment officers in the line of duty. 
Until recently, however, no state 
but Connecticut had restricted 
how ordinary citizens buy and 
sell military-grade tactical gear. 
The armor has, critics say, em-
powered violent criminals — in-
cluding mass shooters — to re-
turn fire at law enforcement and 
extend their rampages.

Over the past 20 years, sales 
of body armor — like sales of 
guns and ammunition — have 
grown steadily among the gen-
eral population, said Aaron 
Westrick, a professor of crimi-
nal justice at Lake Superior State 
University who has worked 
extensively with body armor 
companies and law enforcement. 
That has complicated some pro-
cedures for police officers, who 
now must train to shoot around 
body armor, and alarmed some 
lawmakers and advocates, who 
question why so many Ameri-
cans now own tactical gear in-
tended for combat.

In Buffalo, a bulletproof vest 
allowed the accused 18-year-old 
gunman to continue his attack 
even after being shot by a store 
security guard, retired police 
officer Aaron Salter Jr. Salter 
was among those killed. Ac-
cording to the Violence Project, 
a nonpartisan research center, 
21 mass shooters in the past 40 
years have worn body armor.

“The shooter in Uvalde had it, 
in Buffalo, in Aurora, in Boul-
der, in Sutherland Springs,” New 
Jersey state Sen. Joseph Cryan, 
a Democrat and former county 
sheriff, said of the Tops shooting 
and other massacres in Texas 
and Colorado. Cryan’s proposed 
civilian body armor ban is in 
committee. “Why do we have to 
wait for another one?”

New York passed the nation’s 
first body armor ban June 6; it 
is a narrow prohibition on soft 
body vests that legislators have 
said they will soon expand. New 
York’s ban earned votes from 
both parties, though 46 of the 
63 Republicans in the legisla-
ture opposed it. Pennsylvania 
Democrats also have promised 
to introduce body armor legis-
lation this session. On June 16, 
three of New York’s U.S. rep-

resentatives — two Democrats 
and a Republican — introduced 
a bill to nationally bar the sale of 
high-performance body armor 
to civilians.

Already, however, these mea-
sures have proved deeply contro-
versial. At least one body armor 
manufacturer has promised to 
sue New York, arguing the state 
has no right to outlaw protective 
equipment.

Even among researchers who 
study gun violence, there’s some 
doubt that restrictions on body 
armor sales will make shoot-
ings less deadly or less frequent. 
Instead, Democratic lawmakers 
have sometimes described the 
bans as a kind of policy fallback: 
Given the deadlocked politics of 
gun control, they’ve said, regu-
lating body armor is one rare 
area of possible bipartisan con-
sensus.

“Mass shootings are horrif-
ic — don’t get me wrong — but 
they’re such an insignificant 
part of the violence we’re con-
fronting,” said Warren Eller, a 
public policy professor at the 
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. “The probability of hav-
ing an armed offender wearing 
a body vest get into a firefight 
with law enforcement is really 
remarkably insignificant.” Guns 
killed more than 45,000 Ameri-
cans in 2021, according to the 
Gun Violence Archive, a non-
partisan data collection group. 
Only 705 of those deaths took 
place during mass shootings.

Few Existing Restrictions
Lawmakers have attempted 

to regulate body armor before, 
but without much success. In 
2019, Democratic U.S. lawmak-
ers in the House and Senate pro-
posed two separate federal body 
armor bills that never made it to 
a vote. New York state also has 
repeatedly considered, but never 
adopted, a proposal to create a 
central registry of body armor 
sales and distributors.

This time, however, propo-
nents have been bolstered by the 

back-to-back tragedies in Buffa-
lo and Uvalde, Texas, where both 
gunmen wore some type of tac-
tical gear. In Buffalo, a set of law 
enforcement-grade hard armor 
plates saved the shooter from a 
bullet that police say might have 
ended his attack much earlier. 
In Uvalde, the gunman wore a 
plate carrier vest without its bul-
letproof inserts — a nonprotec-
tive get-up that some legislators 
have nonetheless said illustrates 
the threat of mass shooters and 
body armor.

In addition to Uvalde and 
Buffalo, shooters recently wore 
bulletproof vests during the 
2015 attack on a county Christ-
mas party in San Bernardino, 
California, that killed 14 peo-
ple; the 2017 attack on the First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, that killed 26; 
and the 2019 attack outside a 
Dayton, Ohio, bar that killed 
nine.

Some rioters who stormed 
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, 
also wore body armor, a fact 
reinforced by testimony in a 
House congressional hearing 
this week that recounted Secret 
Service concerns about then-
President Donald Trump’s secu-
rity at a rally that day.

“We shouldn’t be giving civil-
ians equipment that makes them 
think they can get in a firefight 
and return fire,” said Adam 
Skaggs, the chief counsel and 
policy director at the Giffords 
Law Center, which advocates for 
gun safety legislation. “When 
you give people all this tactical 
gear made for offensive tactical 
assaults, it’s not a surprise when 
some percentage of people use it 
for the purpose it was designed 
for.”

Few laws restrict civilians’ 
rights to buy or own body ar-
mor. Federal law prohibits peo-
ple with violent felony records 
from owning it, and in many 
states, people who wear body 
armor while committing certain 
crimes can receive longer prison 
terms or lose the opportunity for 

parole. Connecticut also bans 
online body armor sales, requir-
ing such transfers to happen in 
person.

In an online diary, the Buffa-
lo gunman wrote that he bought 
his armor plates on a manufac-
turer’s website and his carrier 
vest on eBay.

In the absence of stricter reg-
ulations, body armor vendors 
and manufacturers have been 
left on their own to decide how 
to vet their customers, if they 
vet them at all. Some companies 
require that buyers provide a ref-
erence, a reason for purchasing 
tactical gear or a copy of their 
government-issued identifica-
tion.

But it’s far more common 
for manufacturers who market 
to civilians to sell openly and 
to anyone, much like any other 
retailer, said Willie Portnoy, the 
vice president of sales and mar-
keting at the body armor maker 
Buffalo Armory.

“All types of companies sell 
on the internet, or to anyone 
who has a credit card or cash 
in hand,” said Portnoy, whose 
company does not sell to civil-
ians. “That is not something 
we’re comfortable with. … We 
don’t want to run the risk of a 
bad actor using our product for 
ill intent.”

An Unlikely Deterrent
Body armor bans seek to 

minimize that risk by criminal-
izing the sale or possession of 
civilian body armor, with some 
narrow exceptions for people 
whose jobs require it. In both 
New York and New Jersey, it will 
fall to either the attorney gen-
eral or the department of state 
to determine which occupations 
qualify.

But the legislation has drawn 
questions and criticisms — and 
not only from Second Amend-
ment groups, who have argued 
that body armor restrictions 
impinge on Americans’ rights 
to protect themselves. Although 
New York Democratic Gov. 
Kathy Hochul touted her state’s 
legislation as a response to the 
Buffalo shooting, the law omit-
ted the type of body armor used 
by the gunman, an oversight 
that lawmakers have since said 
they will fix.

Several journalism organiza-
tions also have opposed the law 
because it may prevent report-
ers who cover protests, wars or 
other dangerous situations from 
obtaining protective equipment. 
During a June 2 debate in the 
New York Senate, Republican 
Sen. George Borrello questioned 
why bulletproof vests shouldn’t 
be available to taxi drivers or 
people working overnight shifts.

In an interview with State-
line, Borrello argued that the 

measure would do little to pre-
vent mass shootings or make 
them less fatal.

“This was a slapdash, last-
minute bill they (wrote) be-
cause of the Buffalo shooter,” he 
said. “And the law they passed 
wouldn’t even address that.”

Experts agree that body ar-
mor bans are unlikely to deter 
mass shooters from using tacti-
cal equipment, or from reduc-
ing gun violence overall. Body 
armor is so widely available, 
and in such large quantities, 
that local bans will simply push 
buyers into neighboring states, 
Westrick said. Several manu-
facturers already have reported 
a jump in sales, and neither the 
New York nor New Jersey bills 
require current owners to sur-
render equipment, though the 
federal proposal would also out-
law body armor possession.

On top of that, only a tiny 
fraction of the more than 
100,000 shootings that take 
place in the United States each 
year are committed by a per-
petrator wearing body armor. 
There also is little evidence to 
suggest that people who are 
highly motivated to purchase 
tactical equipment will be dis-
suaded by the possibility of a 
misdemeanor, said Eller.

“These are meant to be deter-
rents, but they don’t work that 
way,” he said. “If you get a plate 
carrier and plates, that’s a couple 
hundred dollars. … If some-
body’s decided to do that, they’re 
probably not someone who’s 
worried about consequences.”

In the current political cli-
mate, however, some Democrat-
ic lawmakers see body armor 
bans as one of the few gun safety 
policies they can get passed. On 
the national level, some Repub-
licans also have signaled they’re 
open to body armor legislation.

U.S. Rep. Tim Briggs, the 
Pennsylvania Democrat who 
chairs the House Judiciary 
Committee, is preparing to in-
troduce a body armor bill that 
mimics New York’s. Briggs told 
Stateline that he began look-
ing for more “creative ways” to 
address gun violence after the 
chamber’s Republican majority 
blocked universal background 
checks and other, more conven-
tional legislative measures.

Briggs isn’t giving up on 
those policies, he said. But the 
attacks in Buffalo and Uvalde 
convinced him of the need for 
immediate action to prevent 
mass shooters from outgunning 
security personnel and law en-
forcement.

“We are at an inflection 
point,” he wrote in a memo 
seeking co-sponsors for the ban, 

“where we either become part of 
the solution or we have blood on 
our hands.”

After Mass Shootings, Lawmakers Weigh Body Armor Bans

John Normile /  Getty Images/TNS

Police on scene at a Tops Friendly Market on Saturday, May 14, 2022, in Buffalo, 
New York. Ten people were killed after a mass shooting at the store. 

Nation and World News in Brief 
Senate Democrat Urges 
Biden to Repeal Tariffs 
to Fight Inflation
By Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — A Senate 
Democrat called on President 
Joe Biden to repeal tariffs put in 
place by the Trump administra-
tion, saying they haven’t signifi-
cantly changed China’s trade 
practices and are contributing 
to high prices for Americans.

Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia 
said Biden “can and must act 
now” and “pursue a broad range 
of solutions” to tackle U.S. infla-
tion that’s running at a 40-year 
high. Biden said in June he was 
considering possible action on 
U.S. tariffs on China.

“The tariffs were neither well 
thought out nor well executed,” 
Kaine said in an op-ed in the 
Virginia-based Daily Press pub-
lished online Saturday evening. 

“They didn’t significantly alter 
China’s unfair trade practices, 
and they are taking dollars out 
of Americans’ pockets.” 

U.S. inflation is eroding 
worker pay, straining household 
budgets and depressing Biden’s 
approval ratings just months be-
fore the midterm elections. Pric-
es have surged across the econ-
omy, including at the grocery 
store and the gasoline pump. 
The rapid price pressures have 
led to an aggressive pivot by the 

Federal Reserve, but concern is 
mounting the central bank’s ef-
forts to cool inflation could ul-
timately send the economy into 
recession. 

Kaine called the tariffs “di-
rect taxes on American families 
and importers” and said “undo-
ing these tax hikes would reduce 
costs for consumers and allow 
manufacturers that rely on im-
ported components to be more 
competitive in the global mar-
ketplace.”

In mid-June, Biden said he’d 
be talking to Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping “soon” and was 
weighing possible action on the 
Trump-era tariffs. However, a 
few days later, Biden’s trade chief, 
Katherine Tai, said the tariffs on 
more than $300 billion in annu-
al US imports of Chinese prod-
ucts provide significant leverage 
and are useful from a negotiat-
ing standpoint.

Newsom Running a 
Reelection Ad — in 
Florida
By Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Gov. 
Gavin Newsom is launching his 
first television ad of the general 
election on Monday, but not in 
California. The ad will air thou-
sands of miles away, in Florida, 
further fueling speculation that 
he wants to run for president — 

or, at a minimum, to troll the 
state’s Republican leaders.

In the ad, Newsom contrasts 
the policies in California and 
Florida while images flash of 
former President Donald Trump 
and Gov. Ron DeSantis, poten-
tial 2024 presidential candidates.

“Freedom, it’s under attack 
in your state. Republican lead-
ers, they’re banning books, 
making it harder to vote, re-
stricting speech in classrooms, 
even criminalizing women and 
doctors,” Newsom says in the 
30-second spot. “I urge all of you 
living in Florida to join the fight, 
or join us in California, where 
we still believe in freedom — 
freedom of speech, freedom to 
choose, freedom from hate and 
the freedom to love.”

Newsom’s gubernatorial 
campaign is spending about 
$105,000 to air the ad on Fox 
News stations around the state, 
according to AdImpact, a firm 
that tracks political advertise-
ments. The ad is running on 
Independence Day, when most 
voters are unlikely to be glued to 
their television sets. The move, 
which was rolled out on CNN 
on Sunday, appears designed to 
draw national media attention.

The size of the buy is a pit-
tance for the governor, whose 
reelection campaign had more 
than $23 million as of May 21, 
according to the latest filings 
with the secretary of state’s of-

fice. Newsom is heavily favored 
in the fall election over his con-
servative Republican challenger, 
state Sen. Brian Dahle, from 
Northern California.

Newsom, 54, has repeatedly 
denied that he wants to run for 
president, but many political 
experts are skeptical, particu-
larly considering the speculation, 
warranted or not, about Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s plans to seek 
reelection.

During Trump’s presidency, 
Newsom served as a national 
foil, touting California policy 
on issues such as climate change. 
And in recent weeks, he has 
irked some of his fellow Demo-
crats, including House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco, 
by arguing that the party was be-
ing too passive on issues such as 
abortion. “Stop playing defense, 
Democrats,” he said in June.

Bezos Lashes Out at 
Biden Over Call for 
Lowering of Gas Prices
By Tribune News Service

Amazon.com Inc. founder 
Jeff Bezos criticized a tweet from 
President Joe Biden calling for 
oil executives to reduce gasoline 
prices. 

Bezos was responding to 
Biden’s criticism of companies 
running gas stations and setting 
prices for consumers. “This is 

a time of war and global peril,” 
the president tweeted on Satur-
day. “Bring down the price you 
are charging at the pump to re-
flect the cost you’re paying for 
the product. And do it now.” 

Bezos tweeted on Saturday 
night: “Ouch. Inflation is far 
too important a problem for the 
White House to keep making 
statements like this. It’s either 
straight ahead misdirection or a 
deep misunderstanding of basic 
market dynamics.”

The national average for gas 
was at $4.812 on Sunday, accord-
ing to AAA, near the record-
high of $5.016 set last month.

John Kirby, a senior National 
Security Council spokesman 
at the White House, hit back at 
Bezos’ statement. “We obviously 
take great exception at the idea 
that this is somehow misdirection,” 
Kirby said on “Fox News Sunday.” 

He said Biden has proposed 
measures, including at the Group 
of Seven summit, that could low-
er U.S. gasoline prices and has 
freed oil from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve. “If everybody 
cooperates on this we can bring 
the price down by at least about a 
dollar a gallon,” Kirby said.

Bezos has accused Biden of 
“misdirection” before. In May, 
the e-commerce executive hit 
back at a tweet from the presi-
dent saying inflation could be 
tamed by making wealthy cor-
porations “pay their fair share.” 
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By Sydney Brown

The Daily News

Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) of-
ficials are investigating multiple 
unconfirmed cougar sightings 
reported in the last month by 
Southwest Washington residents.

Becky Elder, WDFW police 
communications specialist, said 
the recent sightings have not yet 
caused any public safety con-
cerns and are not unusual for 
this time of year.

“Sometimes people state they 
saw a cougar, and sometimes it 
ends up that it was a tabby cat 
they saw,” Elder said. “I’ve seen 
reports of a golden retriever be-
ing mistaken as a bobcat.”

A citizen on June 11 reported 
seeing a cougar on the border of 
Lewis and Cowlitz counties near 
Vader, though the department has 
not confirmed this, according to 
WDFW’s public incident report 
map. The map also shows on June 
13 a confirmed cougar killed a 
Lewis County resident’s goats off 
U.S. Highway 12 near Riffe Lake.

A string of animal sightings 
were reported between Toledo 
and Onalaska in June, with two 
reported incidents from the 
same day.

One report included a citizen 
who on June 19 said they saw a 
cougar just outside of Onalaska 
that WDFW later confirmed was 
a bobcat.

Kalama resident Amber 
Johncox owns about 25 chick-
ens at her home. In the last week, 

she’s noticed several of them 
have been killed.

Johncox said she will prob-
ably buy a game camera to set 
up around her coop and hopes 
to identify the animal killing the 
chickens.

Sportsman’s Warehouse in 

Kelso sells trail cameras priced 
from $39.99 to $149.99. Game 
cameras go for about $100 in the 
online stores for Bass Pro Shops, 
Scheels and Dick’s Sporting 
Goods.

Johncox plans to report her 
sighting to WDFW.

“There’s something back there, 
I just cannot confirm if it’s a cou-
gar or a bobcat,” Johncox said.

Once an incident is reported 
to WDFW, Elder said the re-
sponse varies depending on loca-
tion and the animal’s behavior. 
If someone is out on a hike and 
sees a cougar passing by, Elder 
said WDFW will follow up via 
phone or email with the person 
and provide education resources.

If an animal escalates to dig-
ging through trash or — like in 
Johncox’s case — killing live-
stock, the next step is for WDFW 
to set up game cameras and traps 
for the animal, Elder said. They 
also give tips to the owner on 
how to protect their animals in 
the meantime.

WDFW says “relatively few” 
people will ever see a cougar 
face-to-face. Since Washington 
state’s first fatal cougar attack 
in 1924, 19 other cougar-human 
confrontations that caused inju-
ries have been reported. The sec-
ond, and most recent, fatal attack 
happened in 2018.

If one does encounter a cou-
gar, WDFW advises not to run 
or look away from it, but face the 
animal, speak firmly and slowly 
back away.

String of Cougar, Bobcat Encounters Reported in Lewis County

A young cougar is pictured in this photograph from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

News in Brief
Air Conditioning 
Units Stolen From 
Four Thurston County 
Businesses, Police Say
By The Olympian

Four Tumwater businesses 
have carried on without air con-
ditioning after the units were 
stolen, according to police.

And these weren't window 
AC units typically found in resi-
dential homes, but entire com-
mercial HVAC appliances that 
were stolen, Tumwater police 
spokeswoman Laura Wohl said 
this week.

All four were stolen in the 
past two weeks and one was 
damaged in the process of being 
taken, but ultimately was not re-
moved, she said.

Two of those businesses were 
in the same area: Yamaguchi 
Family Dentistry was burglar-
ized and so was Family Chiro-
practic. 

Both are located off Capitol 
Boulevard and south of Trosper 
Road.

The thefts were confirmed by 
people who answered the phones 
at the businesses, although the 
business owners could not be 

reached.
All four crimes likely oc-

curred overnight because they 
were reported the following 
morning as people came to work, 
Wohl said.

Wohl said they're not sure 
what the thieves were after, al-
though it might be related to the 
value of metal or wiring.

For the moment, the thefts 
appear to be unique to Tumwater.

Olympia police Lt. Paul 
Lower said he was not aware of 
a similar crime in the city. Lacey 
police Sgt. Shannon Barnes said 
there have been reports of copper 
wire being stolen from HVAC 
appliances at new construction 
sites, but not businesses.

Anyone with information 
about the AC thefts is asked to 
call Tumwater police at 360-754-
4200.

SERVANDO ROOFING CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Call (360) 920-9452
Free Estimates

Liscensed, Bonded & Insured
LIC#SERVACJ8340G
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS: Ads will run in the  Business & Service Directory for 30 consecutive publishing days without 
changes to copy or layout. If you have any questions, please call Customer Service at (360) 736-3311. Chapter 18.27.100 of 
the Revised Code of Washington requires that all advertisements for construction-related services  include the contractor’s 
current Department of Labor and Industries registration number in the advertisement. Failure to obtain a Certificate of 
Registration from L&I or to show the registration number in all advertising will result in a fine up to $5000 against the 
unregistered contractor. For more information, call Labor & Industries Specialty Compliance Services Division at (800) 647-
0982 or check L&I’s website at: www.lni.wa.gov. If you have any questions, or to place an ad please call Customer Service 
at (360) 736-3311.
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HEALTH NOTIFICATION!

Are You Hard of Hearing?
A major name brand hearing aid provider 
wishes to field test a remarkable new 
digital hearing instrument in the area. This 
offer is free of charge and you are under no 
obligation.
These revolutionary 100% Digital 
instruments use the latest technology to 
comfortably and almost invisibly help you 
hear more clearly. This technology solves 
the “stopped up ears” and “head in a 
barrel” sensation some people experience.
If you wish to participate, you will be
required to have your hearing tested in our 

office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results 
with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.
At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so 
desire, at a tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special 
testing will be done to determine the increased benefits of this technology.
Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise 
environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit.
This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is 
available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable 
price. 

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Call Now and Make a Reservation if 
you wish to be Included!

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of 
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in 
satisfactory condition for a full refund. 

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com C
H

616479

Ends July 11th, 2022

Mention Code: 22JulHealth

Twin City Town Center
1527 NW Louisiana Ave.

Chehalis, WA 98532
(360) 262-7638

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit up to $4,000 every 4 years. Call for  

eligibility status.

The Miracle Ear Foundation
Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™ has been providing hearing aids, follow-up care, and 

educational resources to people with hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to financially 
provide for their hearing health needs. We do this because we believe everyone in our community 

deserves quality hearing instruments.
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By The Chronicle staff

I-5 Toyota, Centralia’s Dou-
ble-A American Legion base-
ball squad, opened division play 
with a 7-6 win over Gig Harbor 

on Wednesday.
“Our bats finally came alive 

tonight,” I-5 Toyota coach Kyle 
Sprague said.

Brady Sprague went 3 for 
4 with a pair of RBIs and got 

the win on the mound. Carlos 
Vallejo went 2 for 4 and drove in 
a pair of runs while Riggs West-
lund was 2 for 3. 

I-5 Toyota piled up 11 hits in 
the win and blanked Gig Har-

bor over the final three innings. 
Austin Chapman hit an RBI 
double in the seventh inning to 
score the winning run.

I-5 Toyota plays in a GSL 
tournament starting Thursday.

I-5 Toyota Slips Past Gig Harbor 7-6
Legion Baseball

By Scott Hanson

The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Robbie Ray and 
Julio Rodriguez helped make 
sure the Mariners would head 
into the second half of their sea-
son on a roll.

Ray was dominant on the 
mound and Rodriguez provided 
the offense, propelling the Mari-
ners to a 2-1 victory over Oak-
land on Sunday afternoon at T-
Mobile Park.

Ray allowed one run in 6 2/3 
innings while striking out 12, 
Rodriguez drove in runs with a 
home run and a double and the 
bullpen closed it out for Seattle.

The Mariners finished their 
first 81 games of the season with 
a record of 39-42, but they have 
won 10 of their past 13 games.

Ray continued a stretch 
of excellent starting pitching. 
In five starts since allowing 
four runs and 11 base runners 
against Houston in late May. 
Ray has allowed three runs in 33 
2/3 innings.

It was during that rocky start 
against Houston — he allowed 
three homers in the first two in-
nings — that Ray introduced a 
two-seam fastball after no using 
it for several years.

He finished that outing 
against Houston with three 
scoreless innings, and Ray, last 
year’s AL Cy Young winner has 
been on the top of his games 
since.

Oakland starter Frankie 
Montas had a no-hitter for 7 1/3 
innings against the Mariners on 
June 23. On Sunday, he allowed 
homer on his first pitch and was 
out of the game after an inning.

Rodriguez was all over a 92 
mph sinker on the first pitch 
from Montas, lining it over the 
left-field fence and off the score-
board to give the Mariners a 
quick 1-0 lead.

It was the Mariners’ first 
leadoff homer of the season.

Montas, who the A’s said left 
the game for a nontrade reason, 
was relieved by Austin Pruitt, 
who dominated the Mariners for 
four innings.

Pruitt retired the first 13 
Seattle batters he faced — six 
on strikeouts — before Dylan 
Moore hit a bloop single to cen-
ter field in the bottom of the 
sixth inning. Rodriguez fol-
lowed with a double into the 
left-center field gap that brought 
home Moore with a big insur-
ance run.

The extra run became bigger 
when Elvis Andrus hit a two-out 
homer off Ray, ending his night.

Ray received a standing ova-
tion after and he earned it. He 
threw 107 pitches, allowing four 
hits, two walks and just the one 
run.

MLB
Ray and Rodriguez 
Spark Mariners’ 
2-1 Victory 
Over Oakland

Racing

Photos by Jared Wenzelburger 

/ jared@chronline.com

Above: The HBR crew, and driver Brad 
Hunter, cheers with the crowd as their 
vehicle wins “prettiest car” during the 
Summerfest Demolition Derby at the 
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds 
Sunday in Chehalis.

Left: Third place winner “Wild Thing” 
crashes into the first place winner at 
the Centralia Summerfest Demolition 
Derby at the Southwest Washington 
Fairgrounds Sunday.

Check out a full story from Sunday’s 
Summerfest Demolition Derby in 
Thursday’s edition of The Chronicle.
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NFL

By Greg Cote

Miami Herald

MIAMI — Nobody wins 
when this is over. No ties. Every-
body loses.

When the NFL finally re-
solves this miserable, embar-
rassing Deshaun Watson saga, 
there will be no satisfaction to 
be found, not anywhere. The 
mess will have ended, but not 
really.

Watson could be suspended 
indefinitely, for at least a full 
season, over accusations by 25 
women of sexual improprieties 
during massage sessions. Or he 
might also be suspended for just 
several games, part of a season, 
in what would be outrageous le-
niency but lessen the chance of 
an appeal and this mess going 
on.

No matter what, nobody will 
win in this.

The women will lose.
His accusers who stepped 

forward — the only ones in 
this mess who deserve to win — 
might get some closure from his 
suspension but will have been 
denied seeing Watson criminal-
ly prosecuted. Instead they will 
have seen themselves called liars 
and gold diggers. Instead they 
will see Watson slither through 
this with his NFL future and 
$230 million guaranteed con-
tract protected and intact.

The NFL and football fans 
will lose.

If unsullied by this tawdry 
scandal, Watson would be one 
of the league’s brightest young 
quarterbacks and biggest, most 
exciting stars embarking on a 
new chapter in in his career. He 
would be the talk of football 
for the right reasons. The NFL 
would be enthused to have him 
high on its marquee. Instead he 
wears a permanent stain and is 
an image liability to the sport.

Houston will lose.
The Texans could boast one 

of the NFL’s best quarterbacks 
for the next 10 years in Wat-
son. Instead it all unraveled first 
by their own mismanagement 
that caused Watson to become 
estranged from the club and 
demand a trade. And then by 
Watson’s own unseemly sexual 
deviance — at least if you be-
lieve the women. And now the 
Texans are implicated in en-
abling and abetting his serial 
creepiness in massage sessions.

Cleveland will lose.
The Browns could have a 

top-five QB for the foreseeable 
future to lead a resurgence. They 
still will, eventually. But now, 
instead, they will have that with 
embarrassing, permanent bag-
gage that will make cheering 
for him a bit uneasy for plenty 
of fans. Cleveland will forever 
be the franchise that spent an 
obscene amount on a player ac-
cused of obscene misbehavior.

The Texas grand juries will 
lose.

Two grand juries could have 
given the accusers their day in 
court. Instead they took the 
word of one famous man over 
the consensus weight of more 
than two dozen accusers giv-
ing corroborating and oft-lurid 
details of what they say Watson 
did. (Perhaps disgraced Olym-
pic gymnastics team Dr. Larry 
Nassar would still be a free man 
had the same disregard been 

given his accusers).
Sue Lewis Robinson and 

Roger Goodell will lose
The punishment of Watson, 

when it finally is determined by 
Robinson, a retired federal judge 
and now the NFL’s chief disci-
plinary officer, will not please 
everybody and could anger 
many. The NFL will be seen as 
having been either too lenient or 
too harsh by almost everybody.

Deshaun Watson will lose — 
him most of all.

It seems strange to say, be-
cause, even if the hammer comes 
down hard, a waiting $230 mil-
lion guaranteed contract is quite 
the solace.

But Watson will lose here. 
He already has lost seven fig-
ures paying hush money to the 
20 women who agreed to settle 
their civil cases against him.

Now, he still faces going to 
trial, under oath, in the four 
lawsuits not settled (the 25th 
accuser dropped out before set-

tling or taking it to court). The 
player could lose those civil suits. 
The plaintiffs could be rewarded 
huge amounts of money, be de-
clared courtroom winners and 
have that vindication.

But it would not undo any of 
what Watson has dragged them 
through.

And now, If the pending 
league punishment is an indefi-
nite suspension of at least one 
season, the quarterback will 
have lost a chunk of his prime 
and serve his sentence in shame.

But even if the punishment is 
light, say, six or eight games, or 
even if the remote possibility of 
no punishment at all happens, 
he still will lose.

His reputation won’t ever 
shake this; well, except to those 
who believe two dozen women 
all lied. Watson has lost his good 
name, and it is irretrievable.

He is sentenced to a career 
of boorish opposing fans shout-
ing “What, no happy ending!?” 

taunts as he leaves the field after 
losing.

His only hope of beginning 
to mend all of this is a combi-
nation of admission, truth and 
remorse. An apology to the two 
dozen women he has steadfastly 
accused of lying as he maintains 
his innocence against repeated 
and detailed accusations.

This is the week in America 
when the U.S. Supreme Court 
stripped the personal freedom 
from untold millions of Ameri-
cans by telling them they no lon-
ger have control over their own 
bodies.

In microcosm, the female 
victims who came forward in 
this case numbered 25, a num-
ber 25 too many.

This sordid mess will be over 
soon, but not really. The damage 
is done. To the women, first. To 
a star quarterback’s name. To a 
football league.

Nobody wins.

Watson Saga Nears End as NFL Weighs Penalty, but No One Wins Here

Nick Cammett / Getty Images

Deshaun Watson (4) of the Cleveland Browns throws a pass during the Cleveland Browns’ mandatory minicamp at CrossCountry Mortgage Campus on June 14 in Berea, 
Ohio.

By Kate Shefte

The Seattle Times

Seattle Sounders FC’s Dylan 
Teves knocked out a couple of 
firsts Saturday in Toronto.

Teves recorded his first MLS 
goal in his first MLS start after 
signing this offseason following 
a highly productive career at the 
University of Washington. That 
was all the team needed in a 2-0 
decision at Toronto FC.

The Seattle lineup was miss-
ing several big names after 
the group dropped a midweek 
home match to CF Montreal. 
Stefan Cleveland, Jimmy Me-
dranda, Danny Leyva, Dylan 
Teves and Leo Chu slotted in for 
Stefan Frei, Kelyn Rowe, Albert 
Rusnak, Cristian Roldan and 

Jordan Morris. Frei, Morris, 
Roldan and Rusnak were given 
time off and did not travel with 
the team.

The replacements took full 
advantage. Chu advanced the 
ball and centered to Teves, who 
tapped it in during the 39th 
minute. Teves had to wait a few 
more awkward moments as the 
goal was reviewed.

“[Leo’s] going to take a guy on 
every single time and beat them 
the majority of the time,” Teves 
said. “I knew that as soon as he 
got around his player, he was go-
ing to send a cross in. Just the 
luck of him playing such good 
ball and me being in the right 
position.

“It’s a great feeling, that’s for 
sure.”

Teves spent four years in the 
Sounders Academy before col-
lege. He became UW’s all-time 
leader in postseason goals and 
points while leading the Hus-
kies to the NCAA College Cup 
final for the first time in pro-
gram history.

“Before the game, we were 
joking about Dylan just a little 
bit, how he’s the only player, 
I think, in NCAA history to 
score back-to-back hat tricks 
in the NCAA tournament. So 
we know the kid has the goals 
in him,” coach Brian Schmetzer 
said. “It was instinctual. He 
gets in front of the net and he 
puts it away.”

After goalkeeper Cleveland 
located and grabbed a spinning 
shot from Toronto’s Alejandro 

Pozuelo, Fredy Montero made 
it 2-0. Seattle had the Toronto 
defense twisted and scrambling 
until Montero went in with Chu 
at his side.

“I’m so pleased that we’re able 
to keep Fredy. He did so much 
for us in Champion’s League,” 
Schmetzer said.

“His game was very, very 
good, not just because of the 
goal, but all of the defensive 
work he did on Michael Bradley 
in the middle of midfield.”

It was the teams’ first meet-
ing since the 2019 MLS Cup. 
Jonathan Osorio had one of To-
ronto’s best looks but sent his 
chance sailing toward the crowd 
in the 36th minute.

Even with the personnel 
changes, Seattle was able to 

shake off its first loss in more 
than a month.

“Tactics were spot-on,” 
Schmetzer said.

“Having Fredy drop in, and 
having Leo and Teves be the two 
guys who are the prongs of our 
attack, showed up in that goal.”

On July 9, Seattle returns to 
Lumen Field to face the Portland 
Timbers and unfurl a banner in 
celebration of becoming the first 
MLS club to win CONCACAF 
Champions League.

They head back with home-
grown and grateful Teves, who 
hopes to contribute much more.

“Growing up through the 
academy, they’ve given me so 
much,” the 22-year-old said. “I 
just want to pay it back to them.”

MLS
Memorable Day for Dylan Teves as Sounders Bounce Back with Win at Toronto FC

By Percy Allen

The Seattle Times

In her role as team captain/
general manager, Breanna Stew-
art orchestrated a trade at the 
end of the WNBA All-Star selec-
tion show that corrected a mis-
take by the league and is sure to 
be popular among Storm fans.

After filling out their respec-
tive 11-player rosters for the 
July 10 All-Star Game, Stewart 
proposed swapping co-captains 
Sue Bird and Sylvia Fowles, who 
were originally chosen and as-
signed teams by the league last 
week.

Las Vegas forward A’ja Wil-
son agreed to the deal, which 
reunites Stewart with Bird and 
sent Fowles to Team Wilson.

“Spicy,” Stewart said on the 
ESPN show, which was taped 

Thursday and broadcast Satur-
day afternoon. “Mic drop.”

Wilson added: “OK, we can 
do legend for legend. I’m good 
with that. ... We’re back on track.”

There were plenty of playful 
verbal jabs and good-natured 
trash talking between Stewart 
and Wilson as they put together 
their teams.

“The mindset is to win,” said 
Wilson, who is making her 
fourth WNBA All-Star appear-
ance and served as team cap-
tain in 2019 when her team won 
129-126. “I have some, not some, 
probably the best players and at 
the end of the day we’re going to 
get a dub.

“This isn’t my first rodeo. I’m 
not new to this, I’m true to this. 
So Stewie, just be on the lookout. 
It’s about to get real.”

Stewart, who is also mak-
ing her fourth WNBA All-Star 
appearance, countered: “This 
might be my first time as team 
captain, but I’ve been scouting. 
I’m ready. ... I’m ready to go.”

In the first round, Wilson 
had the first pick by virtue of 
tallying the most All-Star votes, 
and the captains alternated 
picking the All-Star starters 
who were selected by the fans, 
media and players.

Wilson picked (in order) 
Candace Parker, Kelsey Plum 
and Nneka Ogwumike while 
Stewart chose Jackie Young, Jon-
quel Jones and Sabrina Ionescu.

With a clipboard in hand, 
Stewart began the second round 
selecting Storm teammate Jew-
ell Loyd before taking Kahleah 
Copper, Skylar Diggins-Smith, 

Alyssa Thomas, Arike Ogun-
bowale and Emma Meesseman.

Wilson’s second-round picks 
included: Rhyne Howard, Dear-
ica Hamby, Courtney Vander-
sloot, Ariel Atkins, Brionna 
Jones and Natasha Howard.

The trading option is a new 
twist to the WNBA All-Star se-
lection show, and the captains 
agreed to a deal that sent Og-
wumike to Team Stewart while 
Team Wilson added Ionescu.

Stewart’s draft strategy was 
all about alliances. Her All-Star 
squad includes two Storm team-
mates, notably Bird, who recent-
ly announced her retirement 
at the end of the season and is 
making her record 13th and fi-
nal All-Star appearance.

Stewart, who signed with 
Puma in 2021 and is expected to 

debut her signature shoe Stewie 
1 at the All-Star Game, also se-
lected Puma endorsers Young 
and Diggins-Smith.

“What concerns me on A’ja’s 
roster is, actually nothing,” 
Stewart said smiling when asked 
about Team Wilson.

Chicago Sky coach James 
Wade will lead Team Stewart 
while Las Vegas’ Becky Ham-
mon will command Team Wil-
son.

Note
The Storm (13-7) begin a 

three-day road trip at noon 
PT Sunday against the Atlanta 
Dream (9-11). Loyd scored 26 
points to lead Seattle to a 72-60 
win in their first matchup on 
June 7 at Climate Pledge Arena.

WNBA
Breanna Stewart Makes ‘Spicy’ Trade for Sue Bird, Drafts Jewell Loyd in WNBA All-Star Selection Show



By Thuc Nhi Nguyen

Los Angeles Times

It’s about name, image and 
likeness, they said. It’s about like-
minded academic institutions. 
It’s about growing opportunities 
to recruit.

The true reason behind 
UCLA and USC’s drastic shift to 
the Big Ten Conference is much 
simpler than the language ad-
ministrators use in long-winded 
statements.

It’s money.
With the Pac-12’s recent 

struggles and archaic TV deal, 
the conference’s teams were 
simply getting left behind, and 
jumping ship to the Big Ten gives 
USC and UCLA  their best finan-
cial lifeline to compete in  a col-
lege sports scene that is blurring 
the lines between professional 
and amateur more each day.

The Big Ten’s emergence as 
a financial titan began when 
the conference signed a six-year, 
$2.65-billion TV deal that began 
in 2017. At the time, the Pac-12 
was outpacing the Big Ten in rev-
enue thanks to a landmark TV 
deal under former commissioner 
Larry Scott.

That 12-year, $3-billion deal 
signed in 2011 tripled the confer-
ence’s annual TV revenues and 
created the Pac-12 Networks. It 
was the richest media rights deal 
in college sports at the time.

But it didn’t age well.
Hamstrung by the long-term 

deal and the failure of the Pac-12 
Networks, the Pac-12 distributed 
only $33.6 million to each of its 
member institutions in 2019-20. 
The Big Ten offered, on average, 
$49.2 million that year to its 14 
members, with the 12 longest-
tenured institutions receiving on 
average $54.3 million. Maryland 
and Rutgers, which were not full 

members at that time, took home 
$27.6 million and $11.4 million, 
respectively. The $20-million 
difference between what USC 
and Ohio State continues into 
the following year.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
had major financial impacts on 
all athletic programs, but the 
Pac-12 especially suffered. The 
conference reported a 35.7% 
drop in revenue from the 2019-

20 fiscal year to 2020-21 and 
distributed just $19.8 million to 
each school. The Big Ten fell by 
11.6% but still distributed $47.8 
million for each school.

The Big Ten’s 2017 media 
rights deal produced an average 
of $441.7 million in TV revenue 
a year. That number could dou-
ble in the conference’s upcoming 
contract.

Initial reports indicate the 

Big Ten’s new deal that starts in 
2024 could be worth a whopping 
$1 billion a year. That was before 
UCLA and USC signed on and 
brought the second-largest me-
dia market in the country.

Splitting $1 billion of an-
nual TV revenue among 16 Big 
Ten schools yields an average of 
$62.5 million per school. That 
alone, before additional revenue 
streams such as NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament payouts 
and bowl games, is almost twice 
what UCLA earned from the 
Pac-12 two years ago.

The money can go toward 
facility upgrades, salaries to at-
tract and keep top coaches, and 
improved travel. UCLA athletic 
director Martin Jarmond said in 
a statement that the “resources” 
from the deal will help manage 
the logistical nightmares that 
will surely follow West Coast 
teams that have to travel at least 
1,500 miles to get to their closest 
Big Ten foe, Nebraska.

In its statement announcing 
the move, USC also noted that, 
starting this upcoming academic 
year, all athletes could receive 
up to $5,980 annually in “direct 
financial support in the form of 
academic achievement awards, 
consistent with the Supreme 
Court’s recent Alston ruling.”

USC will have the means to 
increase that number substan-
tially in two years.
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By Jon Wilner 

Bay Area News Group

In coming days, weeks and 
months, the Pac-12 will plot a 
course to salvation … or go the 
way of the dodo.

A range of outcomes ex-
ists following the loss of USC 
and UCLA to the Big Ten, from 
merging with a peer conference 
or expanding its ranks to stick-
ing with 10 schools or vanishing 
from the landscape altogether.

In an upcoming Hotline se-
ries, we’ll plunge into the specific 
scenarios.

This introductory install-
ment examines five broad issues 
that will shape our discussions 
and the future of the conference.

1. Pac-12 Presidents:  
The Heat is On

Survival starts at the top, 
which should be cause for con-
cern across the footprint.

The conference has been 
pushed to the brink because the 
presidents and chancellors didn’t 
prioritize football, signed off on 
bad media strategies and waited 
too long to change commission-
ers.

Now, they must settle on an 
identity for the reconfigured con-
ference and determine which uni-
versities clear the barrier for entry.

Will the membership stan-
dards in place for decades con-
tinue to exist with regard to 
academic reputation, political 
leanings and religious affiliation?

If so, the path forward nar-
rows considerably.

Of all the presidents, we won-
der most about Washington’s 
Ana Mari Cauce, who took over 
as chair of the Pac-12 board on 
Friday.

If the Huskies eventually ne-
gotiate behind-the-scenes for in-
vitations to the Big Ten or Big 12, 
that’s a massive conflict of inter-
est.

2. Anxious Days,  
Worrisome Nights

The next two weeks are vital. 
“We need things to slow down,” 
one Pac-12 source said, in order 
for a level of trust and sanity to 
return.

At the moment, conference 
and campus leaders gather on 
Zoom calls and wonder who’s 
truly committed and whose face 
they might be seeing for the last 
time.

The Big Ten appears finished 
with expansion, for now, so our 
focus turns to the Big 12 and its 
level of aggression.

A year ago, the situation was 
reversed. Texas and Oklahoma 
had announced plans to move 
to the SEC, and the Big 12 was 
fighting for survival.

The Pac-12 declined to merge 
but, by not poaching the most 
desirable schools, allowed the 
Big 12 to survive.

Will the emboldened Big 12 
turn around and attempt a kill 

shot, or return the favor and 
stand down?

3. Media Partner Motivation
For 10 years, Fox and ESPN 

have been equal owners of the 
Pac-12’s media rights.

That shared interest probably 
won’t continue once the current 
contract expires in the spring of 
2024.

Fox orchestrated what could 
be the knockout blow and the 
puppet-master behind the Big 
Ten’s raid of the Los Angeles 
schools.

The move suggests it will 
have little interest in Pac-12 me-
dia rights in the next contract 
cycle. Most, if not all of its cash 
will be spent on the Big Ten and 
the expanded College Football 
Playoff.

Meanwhile, ESPN could play 
a key role in rescuing the Pac-12.

When the next contract cycle 
begins, ESPN will control all 
ACC and SEC football content 

but perhaps very little — or none 
— of the Big Ten’s inventory.

That’s significant, because 
ESPN has more shelf space than 
Fox due to additional linear 
networks (ESPN2) and its com-
mitment to a digital platform 
(ESPN+).

It needs viable college football 
in the Central, Mountain and 
Pacific time zones in order to fill 
all those broadcast windows.

Given the desperation level 
of the Pac-12 and Big 12, whose 
current media deal expires in 
2025, their inventory will un-
doubtedly be available for what-
ever price ESPN is willing to pay.

ESPN can name the terms 
and, if desired, dictate which 
schools are in which league.

4. The Tent Pole Schools
Of the 80-something major 

college football programs not 
bound to the SEC, Big Ten or 
ACC — and are not Notre Dame 
— the Pac-12 owns the two most 

valuable in the media market-
place: Washington and Oregon.

If we assume the door to the 
Big Ten is closed and the Huskies 
and Ducks are committed to the 
Pac-12, if only for lack of ideal 
options, they provide real lever-
age.

Leverage the conference can 
use with ESPN or other interest-
ed media companies.

Leverage the conference can 
use with schools in the Big 12 or 
Mountain West that might be ex-
pansion targets.

Leverage the conference can 
use with current Pac-12 schools 
pondering a jump to the Big 12.

With the Huskies and Ducks, 
there is a foundation to move 
forward.

The Pac-12 must make opti-
mum use of its purple and green 
carrots.

5. State School Politics
UCLA’s separation from Cal 

— the campuses share the same 
university system and board of 
regents — is one of our lingering 
curiosities from the L.A. depar-
tures.

And the future of the Pac-
12 could hinge on the degree to 
which remaining state schools 
are bound to move in lockstep.

Could Arizona State bolt for 
the Big 12 and leave Arizona be-
hind?

Could Washington head to 
the Big Ten (eventually) and kiss 
WSU goodbye?

Could Oregon do whatever 
Phil Knight wants without re-
gard for Oregon State?

Political forces vary by the 
state, and we won’t begin to 
guess how each situation could 
play out.

But it’s a key piece to the Pac-
12’s future shape … or disap-
pearance.

Pac-12 Survival Guide: Five Forces That Will Define the Path to Salvation, or Extinction

How Much Money Waits for UCLA and USC in the Big Ten Conference?

Jennifer Buchanan / The Seattle Times

The Washington Huskies line up against the Oregon Ducks Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021, in Seattle.

Ethan Miller / Getty Images

Drew Peterson (13) of the USC Trojans shoots against Johnny Juzang (3) of the UCLA Bruins during the Pac-12 Conference 
basketball tournament semifinals at T-Mobile Arena on March 11 in Las Vegas. 

By Colton Clark

The Spokesman-Review

Beginning in 2024, Washing-
ton State’s conference opponents 
won’t include USC and UCLA. 
But that’s the least of the Cou-
gars’ concerns regarding Thurs-
day’s stunning news.

In two years, the Trojans and 
Bruins will ditch the Pac-12 and 
join the Big Ten. The Los Angeles 
schools’ decision triggered a rip-
ple effect that will be felt across 
the college football landscape.

So, what does it mean for 
the future of the Pac-12 Confer-
ence and its remaining members, 
such as Washington State?

WSU quarterbacking great 
Ryan Leaf echoed the sentiment 
that many Coug fans had ex-

pressed on Twitter throughout 
the day.

“It’s not good for the (Pac-12) 
and certainly not good for Wa-
zzu,” Leaf said via text message.

Best-case scenario: The Pac-
12 manages to survive despite 
losing its foothold in L.A., re-
tains its existing members and 
adds a couple of new schools to 
the fold. The conference would 
presumably need to poach from 
the Mountain West or the Big 
12 — which will send Texas and 
Oklahoma to the SEC in 2025. A 
Pac-12/Big 12 merger is another 
intriguing alternative that be-
came a talking point among col-
lege football experts shortly after 
reports surfaced that UCLA and 
USC would be departing.

But without the two flag-
ship L.A. schools and all the 
TV revenue they produce, the 
Pac-12 and its remaining institu-
tions are sure to take a financial 
hit if the conference stays alive. 
That doesn’t bode well for WSU, 
whose athletic department re-
ported an operating deficit of 
over $30 million in spring 2021.

Worst-case scenario: The 
long-lived Pac-12 dissolves and 
its member schools are forced to 
find new homes.

It wouldn’t be so difficult for 
some of the league’s more promi-
nent universities, such as Oregon 
and Washington. Some national 
college football reporters have 
also suggested the Big 12 may 
pursue a few Pac-12 leftovers 

from sizable markets.
That could leave the smaller-

market teams — namely WSU 
and Oregon State — on the out-
side looking in.

“Essentially relegation,” Leaf 
added.

There is a real possibility that 
both fall from power-conference 
status in 2024 and have no other 
options but to join the Moun-
tain West Conference. Of course, 
the WSU faithful would prefer 
the Big 12 if the Pac-12 were to 
crumble.

“This won’t be the last change 
we see. The big guys are getting 
bigger and the distance between 
the haves and have-nots will 
get farther apart,” former Cou-
gars football coach (1989-2002) 

Mike Price said over text. “We 
are all Cougs and we are proud 
of our record in the Pac-12 and 
our football history. WSU will 
always be our team and we will 
support them and cheer for them 
no matter what league we will be 
in. I don’t think the sky is falling, 
but just a change of weather.”

The Pac-12 was “extremely 
surprised and disappointed by 
the news coming out of UCLA 
and USC,” per a lengthy state-
ment issued Thursday evening 
by the conference office, which 
affirmed that it is “confident (the 
Pac-12) will continue to thrive 
and grow into the future.” A 
WSU spokesman referred to the 
Pac-12 release when asked for 
comment.

Washington State Athletics Bracing for Ripple Effect Caused by UCLA, USC Joining Big Ten
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By Larry Stone

The Seattle Times

Earlier this past week, Mari-
ners’ manager Scott Servais was 
simultaneously marveling at 
his club’s sustained run of out-
standing starting pitching and 
fretting about the potential of 
squandering it.

“I’d hate to waste, or not take 
advantage, of the starting pitch-
ing we’ve had,” he said. “I don’t 
want to look up at the end of the 
year and say: ‘Man, we let this 
one get away. We didn’t take 
advantage of a group of five 
starters and a bullpen that really 
came together.’ “

Anyone who has followed 
the Mariners this season knows 
where the fear is based. You can 
point to any number of frustrat-
ing losses in which the Mari-
ners had a brilliant outing by a 
member of their rotation, only 
to have it go for naught. Maybe 
it was one of those games where 
Seattle’s bats were asleep all day 
or night. Or maybe it was one of 
those equally frustrating games 
where the Mariners had con-
stant traffic on the basepaths 
but were unable to bring the 
runs home. Their kingdom for 
a clutch hit (or a well-timed sac 
fly).

Fast-forward to Saturday, 
when the M’s were in the pro-
cess of producing another such 
maddening effort. Having lost 
Friday to the woeful A’s, possess-
ors of MLB’s worst record, they 
could ill-afford another loss to 
Oakland as they try to claw their 
way back into the wild-card race. 
Especially when rookie George 
Kirby bounced back from his 
worst effort as a major-leaguer 
with a superior seven-inning 
start — just three hits and one 
run allowed, with a career-high-
matching nine strikeouts.

Yet the Mariners trailed 
1-0 after seven innings, hav-
ing found new and diabolical 
ways to squander certain scor-
ing chances. But when Adam 
Frazier’s line drive was speared 
by A’s first baseman Seth Brown 
and turned into an inning-end-
ing double play with runners on 
the corners in the seventh, Ser-
vais saw it as a perversely posi-
tive sign.

“There’s times you think, ‘OK, 
it’s not our day,’ “ he said. “Af-
ter that happened, I said, ‘We’re 
winning this game.’ It can only 
go so bad for so long. It’s got to 
flip. And it did.”

The Mariners pulled it out, 
2-1, on a Justin Upton pinch-
hit homer in the eighth, and 
a walk-off single by Abraham 
Toro in the ninth. It’s the kind of 
game the Mariners have to win 
to have any hope of a relevant 

second half. Especially while so 
many key hitters are either in-
jured, suspended or struggling.

Their salvation — if a team 
that’s still four games under .500 
in July can use that term — has 
been a rotation that has yet to 
miss any starts due to injuries, 
one of just two teams with that 
distinction. They are also the 
only team in the majors with 
five different pitchers recording 
at least five quality starts (led by 
Marco Gonzales with 10). Their 
2.97 ERA by starters since May 
27 is second only to the mighty 
Yankees.

But that has been matched by 
an inconsistent offense missing 
Mitch Haniger, Kyle Lewis and 
Tom Murphy for most of the 
season. Now Ty France and Luis 
Torrens are on the disabled list. 
JP Crawford is serving out his 
suspension while Jesse Winker 
and possibly Julio Rodriguez 
(pending his appeal) are wait-
ing their turns. Adam Frazier 

has struggled much of the sea-
son, and Winker is only recently 
coming out of his slump.

The Seattle starters (and 
more recently, a resurgent bull-
pen) have saved the day. Until 
Kirby’s clunker in his previ-
ous start (seven runs allowed 
in four innings), their starters 
had gone a club-record 24 con-
secutive games allowing three 
or fewer earned runs. Yet the 
Mariners’ record in those games 
was just 13-11. Their final game 
of that streak was typical: Gon-
zales went six strong innings in 
Anaheim only to lose 2-1 on the 
night Seattle’s lineup was deci-
mated by ejections related to the 
second-inning brawl.

Of the 37 quality starts 
(defined as at least six inning 
pitched, three or fewer earned 
runs allowed) churned out by 
the Mariners rotation of Gonza-
les, Kirby, Logan Gilbert, Robbie 
Ray and Chris Flexen (plus Matt 
Brash briefly), they’ve lost 15 
of them. They’re scored two or 

fewer runs in 14 of those games. 
The Mariners are 6-32 when 
they score less than four runs, 
32-12 when they score four or 
more.

Four runs is seemingly not 
a high bar to achieve, yet it has 
proved to be elusive. Servais can 
see a road map to a brighter fu-
ture once re-enforcements to the 
lineup arrive — provided the 
pitching doesn’t have a regres-
sion. The Mariners have won 
nine of 12 games since the end 
of their disastrous recent home-
stand that threatened to bury 
them.

“Yeah, I mean, there’s not a 
team in the league that’s going to 
get very far or into the postsea-
son without consistent starting 
pitching,” he said. “You need to 
ride it, and we are riding it right 
now. We will get healthier, we 
will get guys off of suspensions, 
we will get to the point where 
we’re looking up and down our 
lineup and it’s going to be very 
deep. And everyone’s going to 

say, ‘What was the issue all year 
long?’ Well, we didn’t have that 
lineup.

“So in the meantime, that’s 
what teams do. They pull togeth-
er. The strength of our club right 
now has been our starting pitch-
ing and our bullpen. Those guys 
have been awesome down there, 
too. We need to ride them. Right 
now, we’ve got to figure out a 
way to win these games 3 to 2, 2 
to 1. They’re hard. They’re very 
hard. That’s just where we’re at, 
at this point in the season. It’ll 
turn. We’ll get healthier. And 
we’ll get some guys with some 
more experience in that lineup 
to make it a little bit deeper. But 
that’s where we’re at right now. 
And those guys are stepping up. 
It’s a credit to them.”

In the Mariners’ current pre-
dicament, every loss is painful — 
even more so when it squanders 
an elite pitching performance. 
They avoided such a fate Satur-
day — and need to continue to 
do so.

M’s Starting Pitchers Proving to be Base to Build From

Ken Lambert / The Seattle Times

After a game with 12 strikeouts Robbie Ray of the Mariners leaves the game in the seventh inning after giving up a homer to Oakland’s Elvis Andrus on Sunday in Seattle. 

Commentary

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times

USC and UCLA? They went 
Piscataway — er, thataway, off 
for greener pa$ture$ in the Big 
Ten.

And that’s just a year after 
Texas and Oklahoma gutted the 
Big 12 with plans for a similar 
jump to the SEC.

“It’s depressing, but that’s 
the reality with college athletics 
right now,” wrote Dan Wetzel of 
YahooSports.com. “If you aren’t 
getting stronger, you are getting 
weaker. You either act or react.”

As for what’s left of the Pac-
12, they just learned a whole new 
definition of “leveling the play-
ing field.”

Headlines
— At Fark.com: “Kevin Du-

rant the player not happy with 
the team Kevin Durant the GM 
has created, demands to be trad-
ed to any team which was in the 
Finals in the last 3 years.”

— At TheOnion.com: “Na-
tion unable to enjoy baseball 
without dozens of pitchers hit-
ting .124.”

To the Penalty Box
Iowa State has suspended its 

men’s hockey club the next aca-
demic year after an investigation 
found the club engaged alcohol 

abuse and personal humiliation 
of rookie members.

In other words, 525,600 min-
utes for hazing.

Prepare for Takeoff
Don’t know about football 

or basketball titles, but the Tro-
jans and Bruins just clinched 
the perpetual Big Ten air-miles 
championship.

That is, until Hawaii joins 
the league.

He Blocks Everything
In recruiting news, massive 

6-foot-9, 260-pound lineman 
Soane Faasolo has committed to 
Washington.

If he’s looking for a nick-
name, “Eclipse” sounds fitting.

USC-UCLA (Cont’d)
“If you’re wondering how 

we got here,” tweeted freelance 
sports writer Dan Greenspan, 

“Big Ten Network is running live 
coverage of this news while Pac-
12 Networks shows volleyball 
replays.”

— Unnamed official at a Pac-
12 school, to ESPN: “We just got 
Soonered and Horned.”

— Comedy writer Paul 
Lander, via Twitter: “USC and 
UCLA’s moving to the Big 
Ten, or, as it’s also known, The 
ATM.”

Veteran Player
The Phillies’ Mark Appel 

made his MLB debut nine years 
after he was drafted No. 1, but 
he’s got nothing on the Buffalo 
Bisons’ Roy Kinyon.

The 100-year-old Kinyon 
finally made it to the Bisons on 
the Fourth of July — signing a 
one-day contract 80 years af-
ter the shortstop was invited to 
try out but chose the Navy and 
served in World War II instead.

Squeeze Play
Biologists wrestled and cap-

tured an 18-foot, 215-pound 
Burmese python in the Ever-
glades.

“We’ve seen bigger snakes,” 
muttered a Pac-12 fan.

USC-UCLA Leftovers
“I like Cal’s chances of win-

ning the remnants of the Pac-12,” 
tweeted Tacoma Rainiers broad-
caster Mike Curto. “Gonna kick 
the crap out of UC Riverside and 
Chico State!”

— Barrett Sallee of CBSsports.
com: “Oregon has left the Pac-12 
for the LIV Tour.”

— Bob Molinaro in the Nor-
folk Virginian-Pilot: “What’s 
next, Rutgers to the Pac-12?”

— Stanford Tree, via Twitter: 
“Screw it — Stanford to the Ivy 
League.”

Time to celebrate
The Orioles posted a win-

ning record in June, their first 
plus-.500 month in five years.

They didn’t pop any Cham-
pagne corks, but they did go to 
Dairy Queen.

Talking the Talk
— DG, commenting to Ya-

hooSports.com, on robot umps: 
“Ladies and gentlemen, today’s 
umpires will be R2D2 at first, 
C-3P0 at second, Optimus 
Prime at third and the Termina-
tor behind the plate. The replay 
official will be Amazon Echo.”

— Phil Mushnick of the New 
York Post, after a fan was robbed 

— twice — while leaving Yan-
kee Stadium: “You mean he had 
money left?”

— TNT’s Charles Barkley, 
after Phil Mickelson got $200 
million and Dustin Johnson 
$150 million from the LIV Tour: 

“Hey, for $150 million I’d kill a 
relative, even one I liked.”

Ancient History
Jim Pappin, who scored To-

ronto’s last Stanley Cup-clinch-
ing goal in 1967, has died at age 
82.

Maple Leafs fans were 
shocked — to learn they’d actu-
ally won a Cup.

Quote Marks
— Mike Bianchi of the Or-

lando (Fla.) Sentinel, on the LIV 
kerfuffle: “Why do we expect 
American golfers to have more 
ethics and morals than Ameri-
can corporations, American 
sports leagues and the American 
government — all of which do 
business with nefarious nations?”

— David Whitley of the 
Gainesville (Fla.) Sun, on Ric 
Flair’s upcoming rasslin’ finale: 

“But they’ve yet to find an oppo-
nent for the 73-year-old Nature 
Boy. They’ve reportedly nar-
rowed it down to Dick Van Dyke, 
Granny Clampett or Tom Brady.”

— Jack Finarelli of SportsCur-
mudgeon.com, on reports the 
Raiders are facing a series of 
lawsuits alleging front-office 
harassment and retaliation: “Af-
ter being grilled by a Congres-
sional committee for more than 
two hours on the Washington 
situation, Roger Goodell needs 
this news like the Donner Party 
needed a master chef.”

— Comedy writer Marc Ra-
govin, Peacock televising the 
Royals-Tigers game July 3 without 
announcers: “Now if they would 
only stream it without the players.”

— Free-agent sportwriter 
Shane Lantz, via Twitter, on 
USC and UCLA’s pending de-
partures: “I started my life as a 
Pac-10 fan. Looks like I might be 
one again soon.”

Sideline Chatter: Watching Washington Play USC in the Rose Bowl Will Be Fun
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By Tyler Wicke

The News Tribune

SEATTLE — Justin Upton 
couldn’t simply “wait around” 
for a primo offering from Oak-
land reliever A.J. Puk in the 
eighth inning of Saturday’s game 
at T-Mobile Park. Brought in as 
a pinch-hitter when the Mari-
ners trailed, 1-0, Upton searched 
early for a fastball over the plate, 
assuming the first pitch of the at-
bat would be the best.

Signed by Seattle in late May 
and called up last month, Upton, 
34, tracked Puk’s first pitch — a 
low-but-center-cut 97 mph heat-
er — before turning and blasting 
his first career pinch-hit homer 
into Edgar’s Cantina in left field. 
The shutout was no more, and 
Upton’s blast equalized the score 
at one.

It wasn’t a situation Upton 
was used to, given the everyday 
starting role he commanded for 
so many seasons dating back to 
his debut for Arizona in 2007. 
He adjusted his approach when 
asked to make his first plate ap-
pearance in the eighth inning, 
Upton told reporters on Saturday 
at T-Mobile Park.

“You have to be ready to hit,” 
he added. “Sometimes, the best 
pitch you get is going to be the 
first one. So you’ve just got to be 
ready from pitch one.”

It was dubbed by manager 
Scott Servais as the “biggest 
swing of the day,” consider-
ing Puk’s sizzling fastball and a 
bending slider Upton was for-
tunate enough to avoid. He had 
struggled, admittedly, up until 
Saturday’s eighth-inning missile, 
then 5-for-33 (.152) in a Seattle 
uniform. Though it’s not the 
first so-called slump in Upton’s 
big league career, now spanning 
parts of 16 seasons.

“You just kind of grind 
through it,” he said. “It’s definite-
ly nice to see a little success from 
the work I’m putting in.”

Then tied at one, reliever Di-
ego Castillo induced a critical 
double play to cap a scoreless 
top of the ninth, and Abraham 
Toro delivered a bases-loaded, 
nobody-out walk-off single in 
the bottom of the frame, scoring 
pinch runner Marcus Wilson to 

win, 2-1.
“It’s easy to (overthink) that,” 

Toro said after the game. “And 
same thing with the shift,” he 
added in reference to Oakland’s 
five-man infield on the game’s 
final play. “You’re trying to hit 
where they’re not... I was just try-
ing to get a sacrifice fly up the 
middle.”

Seattle moved to 38-42 and 
grabbed a crucial game in what 
felt like a must-win series against 
the Athletics, who have nestled 
themselves firmly in the division 
cellar. Toro’s walk-off hit pushed 
the Mariners to 4-2 on the home-
stand, and Seattle won again 
Sunday, 2-1, behind southpaw 
Robbie Ray’s 12 strikeouts and 
fifth straight quality start.

“You can’t wait around,” Ser-
vais said of Upton’s homer. “If it 
looks like (on) the first pitch you 
can hammer it, you put it in play. 
You take a good swing at it, and 
he did. Good for him. Nice to see 
him get a big hit like that.

“If he doesn’t get that hit, I 
don’t know if we’d win the game.”

Injuries to Taylor Trammell, 
Luis Torrens, and Ty France 
throughout last week further 
decimated the offense, result-
ing in inconsistent scoring and 
a frustrating lack of offense 
with runners in scoring position, 
Servais admitted. Shortstop J.P. 
Crawford completed his four-
game suspension Sunday, though 
outfielders Jesse Winker (six 
games) and Julio Rodriguez (two 
games, pending an appeal) are 
slated to miss time in the coming 
weeks.

Along with the Upton addi-
tion, Seattle swung a trade to 
acquire 1B Carlos Santana from 
the Kansas City Royals to fill the 
absence of Ty France, who could 
return by next weekend.

“We have hung in there,” Ser-
vais added Sunday morning. 

“Our pitching has carried us. I do 
think there’s a lot more in there 
consistently for our offense to 
produce more runs. It just hasn’t 
happened yet. We’ve seen it in 
glimpses.”

Said Servais after Sunday’s 
win: “Pitching and defense have 
been the name of the game.”

Before Sunday’s matinee and 
series finale with Oakland, Se-

attle’s pitching ranked tenth in 
team earned run average over the 
last seven days (3.67), and sixth 
in team WHIP (1.13). Rookie 
starter George Kirby dominated 
Oakland on Saturday across 
seven innings of three-hit, one-
run ball, and Seattle starters put 
together a 24-game stretch al-
lowing three runs or less through 
last Monday, setting a franchise 
record.

The Mariners play six com-
bined games with San Diego 
and Toronto next week before a 
seven-game road slate with the 
Washington Nationals and Texas 
Rangers. That takes Seattle, and 
the rest of the league, to the All-
Star break on July 18.

Sunday’s win cut Seattle’s 
deficit in the AL wild card stand-
ings to five games.

“I know it’s officially 81 games 
today,” Servais said Sunday, “but 
for me, it’s always been... where 
are you at (during) the break, 
and you regroup and go from 
there.”

Julio Earns Consecutive Rookie of 
the Month Awards

Before MLB released its lat-
est batch of monthly award win-
ners, there was little doubt that 
Julio Rodriguez, May’s Ameri-
can League Rookie of the Month, 
would take home the award 
again.

The 21-year-old phenom of-
ficially captured his second con-
secutive Rookie of the Month 
honor on Saturday afternoon, 
now amid a seven-game hitting 
streak. He became the first Mari-
ner to win back-to-back Rookie 
of the Month awards since Ichiro 
Suzuki in 2001, and the first in 
baseball since Houston’s Yordan 
Alvarez won consecutive awards 
in 2019. Both went on to win AL 
Rookie of the Year.

Rodriguez paced AL rookies 
in, essentially, every conceivable 
hitting category, including Fan-
Graphs WAR (1.4), wRC+ (162), 
and hits (30). He mashed seven 
home runs in June — the last a 
line-drive missile to dead-center 
field at T-Mobile Park on June 
30 — and drove in 16 RBI. He 
reached base 44 times and col-
lected 58 total bases, both tops 

among AL rookies.
“I’m just playing my game,” 

Rodriguez said last week. “I feel 
like that’s my biggest thing. At 
the beginning of the year, I was 
kind of all over the place, be-
cause I was new to the neigh-
borhood. Getting my feet on my 
ground, settling in... that’s been 
my biggest adjustment.”

Rodriguez crushed homers 
in back-to-back games twice in 
June, first on June 24-25 at Angel 
Stadium in Anaheim and then 
at T-Mobile Park on June 29-
30. Wednesday’s two-run blast 
reached the left-field bleachers 
perched above Seattle’s home 
bullpen and came in part of a six-
run fourth frame for the Mari-
ners in an eventual 9-3 win over 
Baltimore.

“I was just trying to find some-
thing out and over the plate, be-
cause everything was just com-
ing in on me,” Rodriguez said. 

“He left it middle-down, but I was 
able to catch it out front.”

Batting leadoff Sunday, Ro-
driguez crushed a first-pitch 
homer that gave Seattle an im-
mediate 1-0 lead in the first in-
ning. He wound up driving in 
both runs in the 2-1 victory after 
doubling home Dylan Moore in 
the sixth.

Added manager Servais: “The 
adjustments he makes, the joy 
he continues to play with... I just 
hope that never leaves him. I said 
it the day we called him up, and I 
pray to God it stays with him for 
a long, long time.”

Short Hops
• SS J.P. Crawford received a 

one-game reduction to an ini-
tial five-game suspension for his 
role in Seattle’s benches-clearing 
brawl in the second inning of a 
game with the Angels in Ana-
heim on June 26. He began 
serving a four-game suspension 
Thursday, and can return for 
Seattle’s two-game series in San 
Diego on Monday.

• OF Jesse Winker told Ryan 
Divish of the Seattle Times that 
his initial seven-game suspen-
sion was reduced to six games. 
MLB allowed the Mariners to 
stagger the suspensions of Wink-
er (six games), Crawford (four), 

and Rodriguez (two) to avoid the 
loss of three starters (and two 
outfielders) at once. 

• C Tom Murphy underwent 
season-ending surgery Wednes-
day to repair his left shoulder 
after dislocating it on a play at 
the plate on May 6. Seattle was 
initially hopeful Murphy would 
return to the team on a road trip 
in late May before the 31-year-
old catcher suffered a “setback” 
in the recovery process. Murphy 
had caught a bullpen session and 
took swings in the cage less than 
two weeks after the injury.

• There’s an “outside chance” 
1B Ty France could return to 
Seattle’s lineup by next weekend 
for a four-game home series with 
Toronto, Servais said Sunday. 
France, an All-Star Ballot final-
ist, suffered a left elbow injury 
when reaching for a throw at first 
base from infielder Abraham 
Toro. Oakland’s Sheldon Neuse 
crashed into France’s arm, which 
bent backward.

“He’s getting close,” Servais 
said. “We’ll wait and see how 
things progress with him (Sun-
day and Monday).”

• OF Kyle Lewis (concussion) 
joined Triple-A Tacoma on Sun-
day for a rehab assignment af-
ter taking batting practice and 
working through baserunning 
drills at T-Mobile Park earlier 
this week. The 26-year-old and 
2020 AL Rookie of the Year was 
hit in the shoulder and head by a 
wayward Jose Urquidy curveball 
on May 28, and has yet to appear 
in game action since.

“He’s going to be there for a 
while,” Servais said Sunday. “He 
needs to get out and play, make 
sure he feels good, get the timing 
with his swing, (and) get out in 
the outfield.”

• OF Mitch Haniger (high-
ankle sprain) remains on sched-
ule to return around the All-Star 
break, and took part in running 
drills before Saturday’s game at 
T-Mobile Park. 

• Logan Gilbert’s 220 strike-
outs through 40 career games 
rank second in the franchise’s 
history. Only Felix Hernan-
dez, who whiffed 233 batters in 
his first 40 starts from 2005-06, 
ranks higher.

M’s Notes: Upton Delivers Game-Tying Homer, Julio is AL’s Back-to-Back Rookie of the Month

MLB

By Matt Calkins 

The Seattle Times 

What were you thinking two 
Sundays ago, when the Mariners’ 
playoffs chances were draped in 
an invisibility cloak? 

Where was your head as a 
long-suffering fan when Seattle 
dropped four out of five to the 
Angels and fell 10 games below 
.500? 

Did you turn president of 
baseball operations Jerry Dipo-
to’s face into a dartboard? Were 
you wondering if Scott Servais 
had served his last game as the 
team’s skipper? 

Well, whatever it was navi-
gating through your brainwaves, 
it has to have mutated just a bit 
since, no? At the mathematical 
halfway point of the season, the 
Mariners have resurrected an 
emotion that looked like it was 
on a one-way ferry ride out of 
town: hope.

Since that loss to the Angels 
a fortnight ago, the M’s (39-42) 
have won 10 out of 13 games 
and all four of their series. They 
have ridden a rotation of starting 
pitchers that, on all but a couple 
of occasions during this stretch, 
has provided an opportunity for 
victory. 

Yes, each of their three op-
ponents during this run (the An-
gels, A’s and Orioles) are at least 
seven games below .500 — with 
Oakland a whopping 29 games 
under that mark. But there has 
been just enough encourage-
ment to make people think, “You 
know, this whole wild-card thing 
could still happen.”

The Mariners’ chief offseason 
acquisition — reigning Ameri-
can League Cy Young Award 
winner Robbie Ray — is on an-
other Cy-worthy stretch. In Se-
attle’s 2-1 win Sunday over Oak-
land, he allowed just one run in 
6 2/3 innings, marking the fifth 
straight game he has gone at least 
six innings while giving up one 
run or fewer. 

The Mariners’ longtime 

prized prospect — center fielder 
Julio Rodriguez — is perform-
ing better than any other rookie 
in the game. The 21-year-old had 
a home run and an RBI double 
Sunday to boost his dinger total 
to 14 on the season and his OPS 
up to .820. 

Servais praised the pair in his 
postgame news conference, say-
ing that the Mariners are going 
to “keep riding the Robbie Ray 
train” and that Julio hits the ball 
harder than anyone in baseball. 
But 14 days before, the Mariners 
manager’s tone was much less 
enthused. 

After losing both games of 
a doubleheader to the Angels — 
where the offense was virtually 
nonexistent — he called a meet-
ing with the position players be-
fore the final game of the series. 

It was a chance for the every-day 
guys to express their opinions 
that, according to Servais, made 
them vulnerable and forced 
some to take some ownership of 
the situation.

Did the meeting pay imme-
diate dividends? No. Seattle was 
shut out that Sunday. But Ser-
vais and others believe that get-
together paved the way for the 
club’s recent success. 

“You hit those points in the 
season — and we’ve been there 
a couple times already — every 
team has those spots,” Servais 
said. “And that’s when you find 
out what kind of team you have.”

OK, that was a classic example 
of a sports columnist romanticiz-
ing a clubhouse gathering. Wins, 
not words, are what is required for 
the Mariners to snap this 21-year 

postseason drought. But produc-
ing those victories is going to be 
easier to come by if the starting 
pitching continues to flourish the 
way it has — and when key play-
ers return from injury. 

Remember, the Mariners 
are still without former All-Star 
Mitch Haniger — probably their 
most consistent offensive force 
over the past few years when 
healthy — who they hope will re-
turn from a high-ankle sprain in 
the coming weeks. They are also 
without 2020 American League 
Rookie of the Year Kyle Lewis, 
who is set to begin a rehab stint 
in Tacoma after suffering a con-
cussion. No, that duo isn’t Ruth 
and Gehrig or Trout and Ohtani, 
but they are potential sparks for 
an offense that ranks 26th in 
MLB in runs. 

Optimism, of course, must 
remain guarded here — and not 
just because the Mariners regu-
larly hoodwink their fans into 
thinking that playoff drought 
is going to end. Even if the M’s 
walked off the field Sunday five 
games out of the final wild-card 
spot, fangraphs.com still gives 
them a mere 13% chance of 
reaching the postseason in 2022. 

Servais confessed before 
Sunday’s game that the season 
has been disappointing thus far. 
There have been former All-Stars 
underperforming and more run-
ners left on base than any other 
team in MLB.

But these past 13 games have 
not only benefited the Mariners, 
they might have saved their year. 
Halfway through the season, 
they still have half a chance.

At Midpoint of Year, Mariners are Showing Their Season is Half-Full

Ken Lambert / The Seattle Times

Mariners lead-off hitter Julio Rodriguez looks skyward after a solo homer in the first inning against Oakland, Sunday in Seattle.
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Soccer

By Kevin Baxter

Los Angeles Times

Megan Rapinoe was having 
lunch with the rest of the wom-
en’s national soccer team when 
her cellphone buzzed. It was the 
White House, the caller ID said.

Rapinoe chuckled at what 
she assumed was a prank before 
showing the phone to teammate 
Kelley O’Hara.

“You probably need to pick 
that up,” O’Hara advised.

It might have been the most 
important assist of O’Hara’s 
career because when Rapinoe 
answered after a couple of more 
rings, the voice at the other end 
asked her to “please hold for the 
president of the United States.”

Rapinoe had been chosen to 
receive the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the nation’s high-
est civilian honor, becoming 
the first soccer player and sixth 
female athlete to be a recipient. 
Although Rapinoe’s accomplish-
ments on the field have little to 
do with her receiving an award 
that recognizes “exemplary con-
tributions to the prosperity, val-
ues, or security of the United 
States, world peace, or other sig-
nificant societal, public or pri-
vate endeavors.”

There were other players in 
the cafeteria that day who have 
played more games and scored 
more goals. There are former 
teammates who have won more 
championships.

Yet none of those women can 
match Rapinoe’s accomplish-
ments off the field, where she 
knelt against racism and stood 
for LGBTQ rights. She has cam-
paigned against gender discrim-
ination and in favor of equal pay, 
using both the court of public 
opinion and the court of law.

She even joined her team-
mates in suing their boss, the 
U.S. Soccer Federation, a suit 
that led to a historic revenue-
sharing agreement six weeks 
ago that will see the men’s and 
women’s national teams com-
pensated equally.

Standing up and speaking 

out has never been a problem for 
Rapinoe. Soccer is what she does, 
but it isn’t who she is.

“It’s literally the point of life 
to be able to walk in your truth 
and be who you are,” she said. 

“I just see this [award] as a vali-
dation of all the things that I’ve 
stood for, not a validation of me.

“My playing career has giv-
en me the opportunity to talk 
about all of these things that re-
ally, truly do matter. It’s about 
validating this push for equality 
and rights and freedoms for ev-
eryone.”

An Olympic gold medalist 
and two-time World Cup cham-
pion, Rapinoe will be focusing 
on her sport Monday when the 
U.S. begins play in the CONCA-

CAF W Championship in Mon-
terrey, Mexico, against Haiti. 
She will miss her team’s second 
game with Jamaica to travel to 
the White House for Thursday’s 
medal of freedom ceremony be-
fore returning for the group-play 
finale next week with Mexico.

The eight-team competition 
will determine the region’s qual-
ifiers for both the 2023 World 
Cup and 2024 Paris Olympics. 
For Rapinoe, who turns 37 on 
Tuesday, the tournament will 
likely mark the beginning of 
the end of her international ca-
reer. A surprise inclusion on this 
summer’s roster, she has said 
she’d like to play in one more 
World Cup but has said little 
about her plans beyond that.

Being in the right place at the 
right time, however, has been a 
hallmark of her 16-year career.

Once a traditional midfielder, 
Rapinoe became a winger fol-
lowing the retirement of Abby 
Wambach in 2015 and flour-
ished, setting career highs for 
goals twice in the last four years, 
capturing the Golden Boot and 
Golden Ball trophies at the last 
World Cup and winning both 
the FIFA World Player of the 
Year trophy and the Ballon d’Or 
in 2019.

Timing has also played big 
part in Rapinoe’s activism since 
her emergence as one of the 
best players on one of the most 
dominant teams in global sports 
has taken place as the nation 

she represents struggles with 
societal issues such as gay rights, 
racism, gender equality, white 
supremacy and abortion.

Many of those causes needed 
an outspoken champion, and 
Rapinoe filled that void.

“I knew that it was sort of my 
calling or my path,” she said. “I 
was exactly where I was sup-
posed to be. Whenever you walk 
in your truth like that, whenever 
you show up for the right things, 
I think good things happen.”

“Because I’m an athlete and 
because I play on the U.S. wom-
en’s national team,” she added, 

“I’ve been able to reach a differ-
ent swath of people than I would 
without the U.S. women’s na-
tional team.”

Using that platform to rally 
support for social justice has 
been a tradition with the nation-
al team dating to its origins with 
Mia Hamm and Julie Foudy. 
When Rapinoe got her call from 
the president, she was quick to 
credit the team for the honor, a 
nod that brought captain Becky 
Sauerbrunn to tears Sunday.

“It’s pretty on par with Pinoe 
to get one of the most amaz-
ing awards ever and then im-
mediately say it’s a team award,” 
Sauerbrunn said as she used the 
sleeve of her warm-up jacket to 
dab at the tears. “That’s just how 
she is. This team has always had 
a legacy of fighting for things off 
the field to make society better 
than what it is. And unfortu-
nately, there’s always going to 
be things that we’re going to be 
fighting for.

“I’ve known her since I was 
15 and she’s always been some-
one with such a presence and so 
smart and so open-minded and 
so open-hearted. She’s just so 
brave. And I think she’s made 
everyone around her brave. So 
the fact that she got this award, 
yeah, it is a testament to the 
team. But she’s also such an in-
credible person.”

On Thursday at the White 
House, President Biden will give 
her a medal to prove that.

Megan Rapinoe’s Presidential Honor Highlights Role as Team Player

Steph Chambers / Getty Images

Megan Rapinoe (15) of OL Reign looks on against the Washington Spirit during the second half at Lumen Field on May 22 
in Seattle. 

By Percy Allen

The Seattle Times

The Storm’s trademark buzz 
saw defense didn’t show up in 
Atlanta.

Seattle entered Sunday’s 
game ranked second in the 
WNBA in points allowed (76.0 
per game) and buoyed by a dom-
inant defensive performance 
two days earlier while giving up 
57 points — the fifth fewest in 
the league this season.

But none of that mattered 
against the Dream, who used 
their superior size, speed and 
strength to overpower the Storm 
in a way in which few teams 
have done recently.

Atlanta’s offensive efficiency, 
particularly in the paint, and Se-
attle’s stubborn overreliance on 
a perimeter attack that repeat-
edly misfired told the story in 
the Storm’s 90-76 defeat in front 
of a sold-out crowd of 3,138 at 
Gateway Center Arena.

“Atlanta played extremely 
well,” coach Noelle Quinn said 
during a teleconference inter-
view. “They came out guns blaz-
ing [and] shooting the ball at a 

high clip. They punched first, 
and we were never able to re-
cover.

“We made a couple of runs 
and cut it close, but at the end 
of the day their physicality, their 
aggressiveness and their athleti-
cism bothered us and we could 
never get into a groove.”

Indeed, Seattle came out flat 
and trailed by 14 points in the 
first quarter, recovered briefly 
to narrow its deficit to 46-41 at 
halftime before completely fall-
ing apart in the second half.

It was an uninspiring start 
to a three-game road trip for the 
Storm, who partly contributed 
fatigue for the 14-point shellack-
ing and their third-most lopsid-
ed defeat of the year.

“They understand what 
they’re trying to do,” forward 
Breanna Stewart said. “They 
play fast. Obviously, transi-
tion first, but nonstop moving. 
It’s hard to guard. It wears you 
down. It’s obvious we were fa-
tigued today. But it’s tough when 
you never stop.”

It was Seattle’s first loss 
against Atlanta since July 15, 
2019, which snapped a seven-

game winning streak.
The Storm (13-8) also had 

momentum entering the game 
considering their 8-2 record in 
the past 10 games that began 
with a dominant 72-60 win 
against Atlanta on June 6 at Cli-
mate Pledge Arena.

In their previous matchup, 
the Dream (10-11) didn’t have 
prolific scoring guard Tiffany 
Hayes, who missed the first 19 
games of the season and made 
her season debut Thursday.

Hayes, who led Atlanta to a 
92-81 overtime win against the 
New York Liberty in her last 
outing, figured prominently in 
the Storm’s defensive game plan 
that went terribly awry.

“We didn’t want to give up 
90,” Quinn said. “That was one 
thing. We wanted to defend 
without fouling. Also wanted to 
bring pressure on Hayes, but she 
was in the pitch game a lot. We 
were unable to trap her as much.”

The Storm held Hayes (10 
points) in check, but they had 
no answer for center Cheyenne 
Parker (21 points and nine re-
bounds) and rookie forward 
Rhyne Howard (16 points, five 

rebounds and three steals).
Seattle, which never led, nar-

rowed its deficit to 50-46 mid-
way in the third quarter.

However, Atlanta answered 
with a decisive 20-5 run to go 
up 70-51 in the final minute of 
the third, and the Storm never 
mounted any sort of a comeback 
the rest of the way.

Stewart bemoaned a missed 
free throw following a techni-
cal foul on Hayes as well as an 
errant midrange jumper on the 
same possession that could have 
pulled Seattle to within a point 
with six minutes left in the third 
quarter.

“I had a couple of possessions 
and a couple of shots that could 
have gone in,” said Stewart, who 
finished with a team-high 19 
points, five rebounds and two 
steals. “We had it. We had our 
moment and we couldn’t capi-
talize on it and that happens.”

Still, there’s two take-aways 
from the Storm’s dud.

Seattle was outscored 42-16 
in the paint in a game in which 
eight-time WNBA All-Star cen-
ter Tina Charles, who joined the 
team last week, tied her career 

low with two points on 1-for-6 
shooting in 14 minutes off the 
bench. Atlanta shot 50% inside 
the arc and had five players in 
double-digit scoring.

Meanwhile, the Storm con-
verted just nine of 32 three-
point attempts (28.1%) and has 
shot fewer than 30% from the 
perimeter in three of the past 
four games.

Stewart was the only double-
digit scorer for Seattle, which 
was out-rebounded 44-30.

“It’s not a secret, we struggle 
with athleticism and physicality 
and teams are physical with us 
in a variety of ways offensively 
and defensively,” Quinn said. 

“Certain matchups don’t lend 
well with us.

“We took 32 threes. I felt like 
we did shoot a lot of free throws 
[Seattle was 23 of 26 at the line 
while Atlanta converted 17 of 
19], but just having a variety to 
our offense as well and not set-
tling for those threes, especially 
when they’re not falling.”

On Tuesday, Seattle heads to 
Indiana and plays Thursday at 
Los Angeles before the WNBA 
All-Star break.

WNBA

Storm Fall Hard to Atlanta in Opening Game of Trip

Sports Briefs
Former NFL Star 
Michael Vick is Being 
Sued in Florida

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(TNS) — Former NFL star Mi-
chael Vick, whose record took 
him from fame and fortune 
with the Atlanta Falcons to the 
inside of a prison cell for his role 
in a dogfighting ring, only to see 
him rebound in the NFL with 
the Philadelphia Eagles, is be-
ing sued in Broward County by 
creditors who want him to repay 
loans from at least four years 
ago in Maryland.

According to the lawsuit, 
which was filed in May, Vick 
was slapped with a judgment of 
$692,000 for the outstanding 

debts. That came from a Mary-
land court. Details about the or-
igin of those debts were not part 
of the Broward lawsuit.

But Vick lives in Southwest 
Ranches, in a home protected 
by the state’s homestead laws be-
cause it’s his primary residence. 
Lawyers for the plaintiffs say 
they want Vick at a deposition 
Aug. 5 to list his assets so his 
creditors can collect.

Vick played for the Atlanta 
Falcons from 2001 until 2006. 
The following year, he was em-
broiled in a controversy over 
an illegal dogfighting ring in 
Virginia and ended up serv-
ing nearly two years in federal 
prison.

He filed for bankruptcy in 
2008 and ended up paying back 

most of what he owed, accord-
ing to published reports. He 
returned to the NFL as quarter-
back for the Philadelphia Eagles 
in 2009. After playing for the 
New York Jets and the Pitts-
burgh Steelers, he retired in 2017 
and started working as a Fox 
Sports analyst.

No hearings have been set in 
the Broward collections case.

WSU Picks Up Promising 
2023 Prospects in QB 
Sam Leavitt and LB 
Jailen Ruth

PULLMAN (TNS) — Wash-
ington State picked up a pair of 
promising prep commitments 

Saturday, securing pledges from 
a highly regarded quarterback 
out of the Northwest and a high-
volume tackler out of the South-
east.

Oregon QB Sam Leavitt and 
Florida linebacker Jailen Ruth 
both announced over Twitter 
that they will be enrolling at the 
Pullman school next year. They 
join eight other commits in the 
Cougars’ fast-growing 2023 class.

Leavitt, an incoming senior 
at West Linn High, ranks No. 
41 nationally among QBs in his 
class and is the No. 3 prep player 
in his home state, according to 
247Sports.com. He chose WSU 
over offers from Florida State 
and Arizona.

The 6-foot-1, 185-pound 
dual-threat QB starred at West-

view High in Portland over the 
past two seasons, passing for 
3,705 yards and 43 touchdowns 
against 11 interceptions on a 
57% completion rate. Westview 
went 9-2 last year, falling in the 
second round of the Class 6A 
playoffs.

SB Live recruiting expert 
Andrew Nemec called Leavitt 
“arguably the state’s top 2023 QB 
prospect.”

Ruth, the No. 81 LB recruit 
in the ‘23 class (247), amassed 
102 tackles and 17 sacks last 
season for Hawthorne High, 
helping the small-school heavy-
weight to a 10-1 record and an 
appearance in the Class 1A state 
title game. He added four forced 
fumbles and six fumble recover-
ies, returning one for a TD.



The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, Wash., Tuesday, July 5, 2022 • C1

By Matthew Zylstra

matthew@chronline.com

Life is about to get a lot better 
for fans of sitting down and hav-
ing their coffee with friends with 
the impending opening of the 
Mint City Coffee Roasting Com-
pany in downtown Chehalis.

“We want to create that en-
vironment for people to come 
in and do some work and hang 
out,” said Jason Boettner, 36. 

Jason Boettner is one of four 
people — two husband and wife 
teams — who shared an inter-
est in going into the coffee busi-
ness. Jason and his wife Shawna 
Boettner, 35, live in Chehalis 
while Kyle Askin, 34, and Sarah 
Askin, 33, live in Toledo. 

All four partners come from 
different backgrounds.

“I still do online merchandis-
ing,” Jason Boettner said.

“A modern day MacGyver,” 
said Kyle Askin, a software de-
veloper, about Jason Boettner. 

Shawna Boettner used to 
work for Providence Medical 
Group while Sarah Askin ran an 
art gallery.

But while their experiences 
might differ, they all share a 
common goal: making coffee 
people will enjoy.

Jason and Shawna Boettner 
own the building the coffee 
company will be occupying, lo-
cated immediately to the right 
of Mackinaw’s Restaurant in the 
Hotel Washington. The original 
plan for the building wasn’t a 
coffee shop, however, but a brew-
ery. But plans for a brewery fell 
apart after a business partner 
passed away. The couple began 
looking for something new. 

“For Shawna and I, the idea 
(of having a coffee business) 
came from her parents original-
ly,” Jason Boettner said. 

The Boettners first started 
thinking about opening a cof-
fee business in 2019, when they 
started demo-ing the building.

“It was kind of a family vi-
sion and we decided to take it 
and run,” Shawna Boettner said. 

“We just kept saying, ‘It’s going 
to happen if it’s meant to be.’ 
And then you guys moved back 
and the stars aligned.”

The “you guys” Shawna 
Boettner was referring to were 
Kyle and Sarah Askin.

Kyle Askin and Jason 
Boettner had been friends grow-
ing up together in Toledo, but 
Kyle Askin ended up moving 
away and married Sarah Askin, 
who, like Shawna Boettner, had 
grown up in Centralia. But they 
eventually decided to move back 
and go into the coffee business.

“We moved back in 2020,” 
Sarah Askin said. 

“You can thank COVID 
for that one,” added Kyle. “We 
weren’t living in this area and 
when we moved back our goals 
aligned so we got together.”

Before partnering with the 
Boettners, Kyle Askin had got-
ten into coffee roasting, even 
creating his own brand he 
produced at home, though his 
brand is being merged into the 
larger Mint City business.

“We started talking about the 
partnership agreement around 
late 2021. Prior to that we had 
just kind of talked about it and 
they had already started with 
their roasting (business),” Jason 
Boettner said.

Between the two couples’ as-
pirations for a coffee business, 
the group decided to work to-
gether to achieve their dream.

But their dream involves a lot 
of renovations. 

“It was a real diamond in 
the rough back then,” Shawna 
Boettner said about their build-
ing. “We first started cutting 
into the walls in April 2019.”

Over three years later, and 
the group still has months to go 
before being finished. They said 
they plan on opening sometime 

in the fall.
The COVID-19 pandemic is 

a major reason the renovations 
on their building have taken so 
long, but a bigger reason is the 
experience the four want to pro-
vide to their customers.

“We’ll probably have a lounge 
behind the counter with sofas. 
The roaster will be able to be 
seen in the back so it’ll be a little 
interactive,” Jason Boettner said.

Beyond the renovations 
to the interior of the building, 
changes will be made to the 
outside of the structure as well. 
They plan on repainting the 
front of the store, replacing the 

“vintage” sign with “Mint City,” a 
reference to one of the unofficial 
nicknames of Chehalis. 

Though the building will be 
a central part of their business, 
the group has other plans as well.

According to Kyle Askin, 
they’re going to have an online 
side to their business, one that 
will allow different ordering 
subscriptions for coffee beans. 
Their eventual goal is to be able 
to have same-day or next-day 
delivery of fresh coffee.

“We definitely want to do 
something wholesale. We defi-
nitely wanted to make clear we 
weren’t wanting to compete with 

the other coffee shops in town,” 
Jason Boettner added.

“The full vision, long term, is 
to have a direct connection to 
a farm and before we do that, 
we’d like to fully establish what 
people want. Our coffee could 
be served at other places around 
the area,” Sarah Askin said.

A big part of what will make 
Mint City unique is its plan to 
roast its own coffee.

“We will have like an espresso 
blend, a specific roast for the 
espresso. We’ll also have roasts 
for specialty coffee. Range from 
a dark roast to a light roast. We 
are currently planning on doing 
Ethiopian, Guatemalan and Co-
lombian beans,” said Kyle Askin. 

When it comes to roasting 
coffee beans, the Askins cer-
tainly seem to know their stuff. 
They explained the science be-
hind roasting coffee beans to 
The Chronicle in detail.

According to the Askins, cof-
fee beans are from a coffee cher-
ry, which is actually a fruit. You 
have to remove the fruit when 
ready. Then there’s a drying pro-
cess and the beans get washed in 
a tank like cranberries. When 
the coffee beans are all done and 
dried, they have a green color. 
Once you get your green coffee, 

you roast it at different levels to 
get a different flavor. The best 
flavor comes three days later af-
ter degassing, when you’re roast-
ing, it creates a lot of heat and 
the carbon dioxide gets out.

The group believes the coffee 
roaster will be a major part of 
their business’ attractiveness to 
customers.

“It’ll be more than just coffee. 
It’ll be really nice for people to 
come in and have your choice 
of drink and have the roaster in 
the back,” said Sarah Askin.

All four partners are going 
to be playing different roles in 
the business. Sarah Askin and 
Shawna Boettner will be in 
charge of hiring and managing 
employees while also working 
behind the counter.

Jason Boettner sees himself 
playing a management role and 
possibly making deliveries. 

“You’re also our numbers 
guy,” added Sarah Askin, refer-
ring to Jason Boettner.

Kyle Askin said he’d be in 
charge of acquiring their cof-
fee, roasting it and “creating 
the flavor palette." Sarah Askin, 
meanwhile, will play a big role 
in marketing.

“Everyone is kind of going 
to do marketing but you guys 
really know that better,” Jason 
Boettner said about the Askins. 

“We’re all going to know how ev-
ery aspect of the business works.”

But even with all their plan-
ning, the group still has a few as-
pects of their business to figure 
out. 

They still have to decide 
when exactly they’ll be open. 
They’re thinking sometime 
in the morning to early after-
noon for their hours. They also 
plan on being open during the 
week and on Saturdays, though 
they’re unsure about Sundays.

“You can subscribe to the 
website to get updates on that,” 
Kyle Askin added.

When asked what they 
looked forward to in starting 
their business, all four gave dif-
ferent answers.

“I’m looking forward to 
just the partnership,” Shawna 
Boettner said.

“I’m looking forward to this 
space having people in it and 
serving them and bringing it to 
life,” said Sarah Askin.

“It’ll be fun having people 
stop in,” said Jason Boettner.

“(I’m looking forward to) 
making a really good cup of cof-
fee for someone,” Kyle Askin 
said.

For more information, con-
tact hello@mintcitycoffee.com 
or go to mintcitycoffee.com. 

Life
Editor-in-Chief:  Eric Schwartz
e-mail: eschwartz@chronline.com

Lucas Heck /  Courtesy Photos 

Jason and Shawna Boettner and Kyle and Sarah Askin are the team behind Mint City Coffee Roasting Company, which will be located in downtown Chehalis.

Couples Working Toward Opening Mint City 
Coffee Roasting Company in Downtown Chehalis

Mint City Coffee Roasting Company will be located in this historic building in downtown Chehalis. 



C2 •  The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, Wash., Tuesday, July 5, 2022

Sudoku

Puzzles  Find Answers to the Puzzles in the Next Edition

Crossword

BEEF

BISON

BUN

BURGER

CHEESE

DINER

DINNER

FAST FOOD

FLAT TOP

FRENCH FRIES

GRILL

JUICY

KETCHUP

LETTUCE

LUNCH

MOUTH

 WATERING

ONION RINGS

ONIONS

PATTY

ROLL

SALMON

SEAR

SIZZLE

VEGGIE

Burger Time Word Search



The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, Wash., Tuesday, July 5, 2022 • C3

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

RHYMES WITH ORANGE by Hilary B. Price

DILBERT by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

HERMAN by Jim Unger

DENNIS THE  by Hank
MENACE  Ketcham

SHOE by Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly

PICKLES by Brian Crane

CLASSIC PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

BLONDIE by Dean Young & John Marshall

FRANK & ERNEST by Bob Thaves

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort, Greg & Brian Walker

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

HI & LOIS by Greg & Brian Walker

B.C. by Mastroianni & Hart

WIZARD OF ID by Parker & Hart
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 Buy and sell the easy way with The Chronicle Classifieds.

Vehicle Special

*Private party only, limit 1 item per ad. Business sales, bazaars, swap meets, auctions, hay, wood, produce, real estate and animals are excluded. 
Some restrictions may apply. Price must appear in ad.
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Place Your In Person: 321 N. Pearl St., Centralia, WA
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Our Hometowns

 Volume 1-3

A Simple Song by 

Russ Mohney

Tales from 

Saturday’s Child

The Flood of 2007 

Book & DVD

Tales from

Saturday’s Child
A collection of columns by Gordon Aadland

A special publication of The Chronicle

$2899
Each+Tax

$1299
Each+Tax

$1295
Each+Tax $399

DVDBook Only

$999
Each+Tax Each+Tax

THE BOOKS OF LEWIS COUNTY

PURCHASE YOURS
 TODAY AT

Happy 
Birthday
Susan 
Smith

For availability or 
to reserve this space 
call (360) 736-8294

GET THIS AD 
FOR $15

sympathy
with heartfelt

Book this ad for $90!
For availability or to reserve this space call 360-736-3311.

360-736-3311
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2 push lawn mowers for
sale, call for prices.
360-790-5512

2014 Honda Civic - 4 dr, 5
spd, manual, 35 + mpg,
$8,000. 360-496-5114.

122778 Call for Bids

CALL FOR BIDS
TOWN OF PE ELL

EASTSIDE WATER
MAIN IMPROVEMENTS
ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE

$622,000 (BASE BID)

Sealed Proposals will be re-
ceived by the undersigned at
the Town of Pe Ell, 111 South
Main Street, Pe Ell, Washing-
ton 98572, up to 11:00 a.m.;
local time on Tuesday, July 19,
2022, for furnishing the neces-

ORDER PHOTOS
you have seen in
The Chronicle!

Call 360-736-3311

122743 Budget Adoption

BUDGET
ADOPTION HEARING

The Adna School Board will
hold a hearing on the 2022-23
budget adoption, four year plan
summary, and four-year enroll-
ment projection for 2022-23 on
July 20, 2022 at 12:00 P.M., in
the board room. A regular
board meeting will follow. This
hearing is open tot he public.
Copies of the district budget,
four year budget plan summa-
ry, and the four-year enroll-
ment projection will be availa-
ble for inspection and com-
ment in the District Office.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OF ADNA
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 226

Published: The Chronicle
July 5 & 12, 2022

COMMERCIAL
SPACE FOR RENT

Right off Harrison Ave.,
Centralia WA, ample off
street parking, 1200 sq ft,
private 1/2 bath, rent
$1700/month as is. Will
remodel for yearly lease.
Call 360-669-0785 or drive
by 1311 Harrison Ave.
Centralia, 98531

122839 YMCA

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
LEWIS COUNTY

PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the LEWIS
COUNTY, Washington
PLANNING COMMISSION
will continue a public
hearing on July 12, 2022
at 6:00pm to receive writ-
ten public testimony on the
YMCA Rezone Proposal at
Mineral Lake.
A public hearing was held
before the Planning Com-
mission on June 28, 2022
at 6:00pm. At that hearing,
the commission voted to
continue the hearing to
July 12, 2022 and to
reopen the written record
to receive written testimony
through 5:00pm on the day
of the hearing.
The YMCA requests an
amendment to the Lewis
County Comprehensive
Plan to change the classifi-
cation of approximately
500 acres north of Mineral
Lake from Resource Land
to Other Rural Land (non-
resource) and to establish
a Master Planned Resort
(MPR) overlay zone desig-
nation, which would allow
cabins and campground,
along with other recreation-
al facilities.
Details about the YMCA
proposal are available at
https://lewiscountywa.gov/
departments/community-d
evelopment/rezones/. A
physical copy is available
for review at the Lewis
County Community Devel-

Residential &
Commercial
Cleaning &
Handyman
Services

Will beat any written esti-
mate. Call Tami, 360-520-
5015 or Ken, 360-520-
1644.

WANTED:
Motorhome or truck &
travel trailer, any type,
size, condition con-
sidered, cash buyer.
Call Paul or Maryann
360-434-3993.

CAREGIVERS
4 MOM & DAD

A Licensed In-Home
Care Agency Now In-
troduces "A Place 4
Mom & Dad" Independ-
ent Living in our Win-
lock Country home.
Changing the experi-
ence of Dementia, Alz-
heimer's and Memory
Challenges in a Posi-
tive Way! Caregivers
available to come at
your home from 1 day
to 7 days a week, from
2hrs to 24hrs, or you
may join us in our
amazing Winlock Coun-
try home.

Betty
Landline:

360-785-0855
CellText

360-880-8749
caregivers4mom.dad

gmail.com

PRESSURE WASHING
It's that time of year again!
Slippery decks & dirty
concrete. Our services in-
clude houses, out build-
ings, fences. Cascade
Pressure Washing. Check
out our website. Shauna,
360- 623-9620 or Glen,
503-899-9055 (local).

Want to reach local
families with advertising?

Contact Brian!
* 360-736-3311! -

122827 Invitation for
Bids No. 22-049-PWC

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Cowlitz Falls Hydroelec-
tric Project Control
Room Envelope Repairs
Solicitation No.:
22-049-PWC
Responses Due:
2:00 P.M. PDT,
August 4th, 2022
The Public Utility District
No. 1 of Lewis County
(District) requires a con-
tractor to provide labor,
materials, and equipment
to construct improvements
to the Cowlitz Falls control
room roof and exterior
walls. Work includes, but is
not limited to, applying a
silicone concrete sealant to
an exterior wall of the
control roof, demolishing
existing exterior walls and
windows, and replacing
with new exterior wall
system and windows, and
applying a PMMA-based
traffic coating on the con-
trol room roof.
A mandatory Pre-Submittal
(pre-bid) meeting is sched-
uled for 11:00 A.M. PDT,
July 14th, 2022. The meet-
ing location is at the
Cowlitz Falls Hydroelectric
Project 1379 Falls Rd.,
Randle, WA 98377. A
non-disclosure agreement
form must be signed be-
fore attendance. This form
is included with this solici-
tation's proposal docu-
ments.
Submittal: Bids will be
received up to the due date
and time at:
Public Utility District No.
1 of Lewis County
To the attention of Pur-
chasing and Contracting
321 N.W. Pacific Avenue
Chehalis, Washington
98532
Proposal Documents:
This solicitation, including
instructions, specifications,
reference documents, and
addenda, is electronically
available at https://www.l
cpud.org/bids.

Requests for Informa-
tion: Email Marc Ripley at
marcr@lcpud.org.
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DO YOU NEED
BUSINESS CARDS?

Call Sign Pro,
360-736-6322

EASY GOING GUY, seeks
friendly gal, 55-75,
slim/average build to share
quiet times. I like trips,
walks, nature, moonlight
and cuddling. Write Greg,
P.O. Box 3013, Arlington,
WA 98223.

Lewis County Public
Utility District #1

Come join our
dynamic team!

For a complete listing
of qualification and
how to apply please

visit our website located
at www.lcpud.org

SYSTEM DISPATCHER
The System Dispatcher
works under the direct
supervision of the Opera-
tions Manager and is re-
sponsible for receiving and
recording information rela-
ted to normal every day
activities as well as dis-
patching workers for re-
pairs to transmission and
distribution lines during
emergencies and outages.

LARGE CARPORT &
TRANSMISSION

SHOP SALE!
Fri, Sat & Sun,

July 8, 9 & 10, 8-5.
2166 Jackson Hwy,

Chehalis, WA 98532.
1/2 mile South of Chehalis
Eagles. Furniture Inc oak
chest, drop leaf table plus
2 & more, lots of house-
hold miscellaneous, lad-
ders, tool chests, shop
bullet heater, tons of trans-
mission parts & cases,
large shop air compressor,
air hoses, floor jacks,
Snap-On creeper, shop
vac, Homelite gas weed
eater, garden tools, hand
tools, new tarps & packing
blankets, ice chest & lots
more!

FOUND
• Money & miscellaneous
clothing in a recovered
stolen vehicle, 06/25/22,
Chehalis area, case
#22C7729. Amount & de-
nomination(s) must be de-
scribed.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE?

No time to stop
by the office?

Go to
chronline.com

to place your ad
from home today!

FOUND
• Miscellaneous vehicle
parts, stereos, etc, 5/18/22,
Napavine area, case
#22F0371.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

122846 Amended Summons/
DeBaere

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ADOPTION OF
MYKAEL ROGER

DeBAERE,
(DOB 2/21/2007)
A Minor Child.

No. 22-5-0003421
*AMENDED*

SUMMONS SERVED
BY PUBLICATION:

SUMMONS/NOTICE OF
PETITION TO AND

HEARING TO TERMINATE
PARENT/CHILD

RELATIONSHIP AND
ADOPTION

(SMPB)
Summons Served by Publi-
cation: Summons/Notice of
Petition to and Hearing to
Terminate Parent/Child Rela-
tionship and Adoption
TO: MICHELLE RENEE
MCKEEHAN aka MICHELLE
RENEE BARR, Natural Mother
A PETITION has been filed
praying that your parent and
child relationship, if any, with
the below-described Child be
terminated. Said Child was
conceived by the Birth Mother,
Michelle Renee McKeehan aka
Michelle Renee Barr and Rog-
er Darrell DeBaere, II. Said
Child was born on or about
February 21, 2007, in Central-
ia, Washington.
YOU HAVE a right to file a
direct responsive pleading to
the Petition. You may be
entitled to a trial on the issues
including custody and visita-
tion. You have the right to be
represented by an attorney. If
you are indigent, the court will
appoint an attorney for you.
You are hereby summoned to
appear within sixty days after
the date of the first publication
of this summons, to wit, within
sixty days after the 5th day of
July, 2022, and defend the
above entitled action in the
above entitled court, and an-
swer the Petition of the
Petitioner, and serve a copy of
the answer upon the under-
signed attorneys for Petitioner,
at her office below stated; and
in case of your failure so to do,
judgment will be rendered
against you according to the
demand of the complaint,
which has been filed with the
clerk of said court.
THIS SUMMONS is issued
pursuant to RCW 4.28.110 and
Superior Court Civil Rule 4.1 of
the state of Washington.
DATED this 30th day of June,
2022..
HILLIER, SCHEIBMEIR,
KELLY & SATTERFIELD, P.S.
By /s/ Erin L. Hillier
Erin L. Hillier, WSBA #42883
Attorneys for Petitioner
File Original Response
 with Court:
Lewis County Superior Court
345 West Main Street
MS: CLK01
Chehalis, WA 98532
and
Serve Response on:
Erin L. Hillier, WSBA #42883
Attorney for Petitioner
Hillier, Scheibmeir, Kelly &
Satterfield, P.S.
299 N. W. Center Street /
P. O. Box 939
Chehalis, WA 98532
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Resource
Technician

Lewis Conservation Dis-
trict. A high school gradu-
ate or GED equivalent and
two years of technical
experience in an environ-
mental agency or office.
College level course work
in environmental, physical,
or natural sciences, or
closely related field may be
substituted, year for year,
for the required experi-
ence. Must have a current
Washington State driver's
license. Application may be
obtained at Lewis Conser-
vation District 2057 SW
Salsbury Ave., Room 36,
Chehalis, WA 98532 (360)
996-4560. Application
Deadline July 13, 2022, at
3:00pm. Lewis Conserva-
tion District is an EEO.

Centralia - Public Auc-
tion/Landlord Lien Foreclo-
sure Sale - 7/12/22 at
10:00 AM - 1963 GUER-
DON PACEMAKER 55 X
10 mobile home VIN:
S434, Sp 55 Village Park
1313 Harrison (253)
200-2288

FOUND
• Knife & multi-tool, Court-
house Security, last week
of June, case #22C6876.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

FREE!
2 perfectly symmetrical
Conifer trees, 8 ft tall, ideal
for wedding or memorial

service. 360-273-6196.

HAVE A NEWS TIP
OR STORY IDEA?

Email:
news@

chronline.com

THANK YOU!

Our thanks to Betty
Kitchen and her staff
for the outstanding
care that Ken re-
ceived while in Care-
givers 4 Mom & Dad
home. Also, our
thanks to Dr. Eric
DeMun and Assured
Home Health Nurses
for their assistance.
You all helped to
make Ken's last
months more com-
fortable.

The Family of
Ken Schaefer

Lewis County Public
Utility District #1

Come join our
dynamic team!

For a complete listing
of qualification and
how to apply please

visit our website located
at www.lcpud.org

OPERATIONS
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT
The Operations Adminis-
trative Assistant provides
administrative assistance
to the entire Operations
department and other Dis-
trict staff as needed. This
includes, but is not limited
to, answering phone calls,
preparing documents, re-
ports and responding to
incoming inquiries, and
maintaining accurate up-
to-date records.

sary labor, materials, equip-
ment, tools, and guarantees
thereof to construct Eastside
Water Main Improvements.

The Project includes installing
approximately 3,545 linear feet
of 8-inch water main and 55
linear feet of 4-inch water main
along Pe Ell Avenue, Tillie
Avenue, Omer Avenue, and
Spruce Street. An additive
schedule of work includes
installing approximately 330
linear feet of 8-inch water main
along Omer Avenue under the
Willapa Valley Trail to Cedar
Street.

The Work shall be substantially
complete within 40 working
days after the commencement
date stated in the Notice to
Proceed. All bidding and con-
struction is to be performed in
compliance with the Contract
Provisions and Contract Plans
for this project and any adden-
da issued thereto that are on
file at the office of the Town
Clerk, Town Hall, Pe Ell,
Washington.

The Proposals will be publicly
opened and read aloud shortly
after the time and date stated
above. Proposals are to be
submitted only on the form
provided with the Bid Docu-
ments. All Proposals must be
accompanied by a certified
check, postal money order,
cashiers check, or Proposal
bond payable to the "Town of
Pe Ell" and in an amount of not
less than five percent (5%) of
the total Proposal amount.

Bid Documents for this project
are available free-of-charge at
the following website: "http://g
obids.grayandosborne.com".
Bidders are encouraged to
"Register" in order to receive
automatic email notification of
future addenda and to be
placed on the "Bidders List".
For assistance, please call
(206) 284 0860. Contract
questions shall be directed
only to the office of the Project
Engineer.

The Town of Pe Ell is an Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative
Action employer. Small minori-
ty and women-owned busi-
nesses are encouraged to
submit bids. All work per-
formed on the project will be
subject to the higher of prevail-
ing state or federal Davis
Bacon wage rates.

Financing of the Project has
been provided by Town of Pe
Ell, Washington and Washing-
ton State Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program
with federal funds from the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

The Town of Pe Ell expressly
reserves the right to reject any
or all Proposals and to waive
minor irregularities or informali-
ties and to Award the Project
to the lowest responsive, re-
sponsible bidder as it best
serves the interests of the
Town of Pe Ell.

(Signed)
MAYOR LONNIE WILLEY
MAYOR
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opment Office, 2025 NE
Kresky Avenue, Chehalis,
WA 98535. If you wish to
receive a paper copy of the
proposal, please contact
Community Development
a t m e a g n . s a t h r e
@lewiscountywa.gov or
360.740.1146 and a copy
will be mailed to you.
The public is invited to
submit written testimony to:
Mail: Lewis County
Planning Commission,
c/o Mindy Brooks
2025 NE Kresky Ave,
Chehalis, WA 98532
E m a i l : m i n d y . b r o o k s
@lewiscountywa.gov
To sign up for Community
Development email an-
nouncements, please visit:
http://lewiscountywa.gov/c
ommunitydevelopment/rec
eive-email-announcements
The meeting site is barrier
free. People needing spe-
cial accommodations
should contact the phone
number shown above 72
hours in advance of the
meeting.
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ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR A

SPECIFIC ITEM?

We will run your ad
3 days, 10 lines, $20.

360-736-3311
Some exclusions apply.

The Chronicle

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
Put everything you’ve got into making 
your environment better. Spend time 
at home going over pending matters 

What you accomplish will buy you some 
freedom. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
You can think big, but when it comes to 
putting your plans in motion, do so with 
a minimalist approach. Use only what’s 
necessary to reach your target. Waste 
not, and you’ll have no regrets.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)

persuasive talker or someone who’s 
trying to sell you something. When 
temptation sets in, rethink your steps. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
You’ll be quick to make decisions. Put a 
hold on voicing your opinion or making 
promises you haven’t thought through. 
Don’t limit your possibilities by tying up 
your time and energy. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Seize the moment, do something you 

mastering what you set out to achieve. 
Don’t wait for someone to take charge. 
Romance is encouraged.  
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Exhaust all your options before making 
a move. Getting along with others will be 
mandatory if you want to get things done 
on time. Stick to what’s feasible, and 
avoid overreacting and overspending. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Pay attention to how you present 
yourself. Your image will make a 

impress someone you feel drawn to will 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Keep your emotions in check. Refuse to 
let someone upset you or back you into 
a corner. Look for ways to improve what 

Don’t let anyone hold you back.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 
Keep your thoughts to yourself. Focus 
on self-improvement instead of trying to 
change someone. Look for a chance to 
nurture and improve your relationships, 
and you will inspire others.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
Don’t shun your responsibilities. Take 
care of duties before moving on to more 
enjoyable or creative tasks. Having a 
clear mind will make it easier for you to 
develop an original plan. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
Put your strengths to the test, and don’t 
stop until you reach your goal. Self-
improvements will fetch compliments 
and encourage talks about intentions 
and plans with someone you love. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Keep everything in perspective. Too 
much of anything will leave you in a 
quandary. Concentrate on positive 
changes at home, and nurture 
relationships you have neglected. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
Push yourself as hard as possible; leave 

be railroaded into someone’s dream 
when you have plans of your own. Self-

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
Don’t argue. Give others the same 
freedom that you wish for, and do your 
best to keep the peace. Channel your 
energy into better handling your money 
and tidying up loose ends. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Opposition will sprout if you don’t keep 
your thoughts secret. Bide your time, 
rethink your strategy and build a solid 
argument with reasonable suggestions 
to satisfy challenging opponents. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 

into your time and set you back. Work 

Indulgence will leave you with a lack of 
resources. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
You’ve got the drive to turn your ideas 

to follow through with your plans will 
make you feel good about yourself and 
what you have achieved
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
You’ll have a short fuse. Before letting 
someone aggravate you, think about 

to avoid getting into an unnecessary 
argument that could lead to emotional 
turmoil. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Spread joy, be generous and make a 

reasonable suggestions, pitch in and 
lend a helping hand. What you do will 
count for more than what you say. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Change your routine, let your intuition 
guide you and your imagination lead 
you on an adventure. Embrace what life 

usher in personal growth. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)

want to go. Refuse to let emotional 
misunderstandings lead to regret. Listen, 

passing along information. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
Change the way you live. Discuss your 

insight. Let your imagination take you on 
a journey that helps you discover what 
you want to do next. Follow your heart. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Stick to the truth, and question anything 
that sounds absurd. Show how dedicated 
you are by nurturing meaningful 
partnerships. Focus on improving your 
lifestyle and cutting costs.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Don’t strain your relationships. Take 

only positive advice. Getting along with 
those closest to you will encourage 
compromise and peace. 
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